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My Dear Friends, 

Since I resigned my duties as your 

Pastor, it has been my anxious wish to place 

among you such a memorial as should in 

some way enable me still to contribute to 

the advancement of spiritual interests, which 

it has already been my happiness to aid, my 

responsible duty to watch over, and ever 

must be my fervent prayer to find carried on 

" unto the perfect day." At the same time 

I am glad of this opportunity for publicly 
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11 DEDICATION. 

identifying myself with a deeply interesting 
isolated branch of the Church, which, from 
its peculiar situation, had frequently been 
deprived of the services of resident ministers ; 
while my appointment among you at such a 
time, must be associated with still more 
pleasing recollections, as having been the 
link which first brought you into that close 
contact with your mother-Church of Eng- 
land, which now afibrds you the advantages 
of Episcopal attentions ; so far as the cour- 
tesy of a Foreign Government could be ex- 
pected to recognise the authority, and admit 
the exercise, of English Episcopacy among 
its subjects. 

But I can scarcely advert to this circum- 
stance without venturing to allude to dis- 
tinguished individuals, who will participate 
in these pleasing recollections, from the part 
they have respectively taken in these ar- 
rangements. 

On looking back to the first step which 
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led to my appointment, it is with a vivid re-^ 
mem'brance of the lively interest excited in 
the breast of the first Archdeacon of Anti- 
gua, the present Bishop of Barbadoes, by 
the fact that, though he found you ^' as sheep 
having no shepherd," it was not as those who 
had " wandered through all the mountains," 
or strayed into other pastures ; but were 
feeding within your own fences, as well as 
circumstances could enable you, by keeping 
up your Sabbath-assembling together with 
the assistance of respectable lay readers — 
while thus your case clearly proved that the 
simple use of the liturgy, as far as it could 
be so used, must, by the great truths which 
it embodies, and the fervent devotion which 
it breathes, very much contribute to the 
preservation of '' order and steadfastness of 
faith in Christ." 

And while I know that Bishop Coleridge, 
as the first who afforded you Episcopal pri- 
vileges, will advert to his visits among you 
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as some of his most pleasing recolleetioiis, I 
can equally assure myself, that you will 
follow him with a sense of high respect and 
your best wishes, in his retirement firom a 
diocese, which, so much firom his own ex- 
ertions, had multiplied its institutions, and 
swelled its importance, until, becoming more 
than one head could adequately watch over, 
it was found to furnish ample work for three 
Bishops. 

With the view to your further good, I 
must refer to a third respectable individual, 
the Bishop of Antigua, who having already 
visited you with mutual gratification, as 
Rural Dean and Archdeacon, will gladly 
adopt you as part of his charge, from the 
vicinity of your Island to his newly-fi>rmed 
diocese, and afford you all the Episcopal as^. 
sistance in his power. Of this I was amply 
assured before he left England to take charge 
of his diocese — had any assurance been re- 
quired, beyond what you already have in 
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past proofs of his kind interest in your spi- 
ritual welfare. So that, instead of that state 
of orphanage in which you were placed a few 
years ago, how diiOTerent the condition in 
which you now find yourselves! While I 
cannot but rejoice to think, that in the place 
of my very inadequate, though most anxious 
services, each congregation has the advantage 
of a resident pastor. And although I had 
the gratification of seeing many desirable 
objects accomplished, and promising arrange- 
ments made for others, before the state of 
my health fully compelled me to leave you, 
it is further gratifying to know, that pro- 
vision is made for the working of a system 
which I was anxious to see as complete as 
possible at every point — ^altogether forming 
a pleasing contrast with your situation pre- 
vious to 1832. I trust, therefore, that you 
will ever retain such a sense of your heavenly 
Father's providential care over you in all 
these arrangements, as shall more deeply 
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impress you with the value of your privil^es, 
and lead you to their further improvement. 

Many, indeed, are the circumstances of a 
private as well as public nature, which must 
ever identify me with you : but I may well 
be supposed to retain a more peculiar in- 
terest in you, from the recollection, that for 
eight years and a half, it was my single ob^ 
ject to bring before you, and the happiness 
of many to receive, those truths \^ich most 
immediately concern your salvation; and 
which by making most prominent "God's 
inestimable love in the redemption of the 
world by our Lord Jesus Christ," should 
bring upon your lives the sanctifying influ- 
ence of peace and joy in believing — thus 
fully carrying out the idea, that divine mercy, 
when fully made known, and rightly believed, 
provides its own safeguard from perversion 
and abuse. 

The Sermons now presented will easily be 
recognized by many as having been originally 
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delivered among you, though without any- 
thing of their present order. I have, how- 
ever, arranged them as they now appear, to 
form a kind of series in support of the title 
placed at the head of the Volume. The two 
reprinted sermons will not be unacceptable 
in their present form, from the circumstances, 
that the one alludes to an awful visitation, 
which I had witnessed in all its fearfulness, 
and to which you hold yourselves annually 
liable, but from the terrific powers of which 
you have hitherto been happily preserved — 
the other referring to an event which, with 
unquestionable certainty, awaits every one ; 
and to be prepared for which is the happiest 
point ''among all the changes and chances 
of this mortal life;" while the principles 
which work out that preparation, so amply 
within our reach, must give a sanctifying 
impulse to "the work of faith," and an 
equally peaceful influence to " the assurance 
of hope." 
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That you may be brought to the happy 
consummation of your faith and hope, and, 
with this prospect in view, you may duly 
improve all pastoral efforts for your good, be 
assured is a prayer which must ever be kept 
alive by the many pleasing associations in 
the breast of him who gladly subscribes 
himself, 

Your very faithful 

and affectionate Friend, 

B. LUCKOCK. 

Iver, February 6th, 1843. 
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SERMON I. 



Matthew v. vi. 

"Blessed are they which do hunger 
and thirst after righteousness, for 
they shall be filled." 

If we look simply at the constitution of the 
Gospel, it must be seen to have an interest 
for every heart. As a provision for our fallen 
race, so rich in its resources, so free in its 
conditions, and so universal in its offers, we 
might conclude that, wherever made known, 
it would awaken some interested feeling in 
the coldest breast, kindle some glow of hope 
in the darkest soul, impart some flush of joy 
to the most wretched heart ; and rouse, under 
all circumstances, something of a general ex* 
citement. But it is well known that its usual 

B 
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reception is precisely the reverse. For even 
when not listened to with total indifference, 
it commonly is, without any appearance of 
that immediate concern in it, which leads to 
those happy results, where a man shows him- 
self fully alive to its importance. 

There is, indeed, in its very tone a some- 
thing which will not allow it to be listened 
to with all the coldness of indifference ; and 
there is in its nature much which plays round 
the heart, and awakens emotions which we 
cannot suppress at the moment, and under 
whose influence we seem to feel something 
like the charm of a very lovely song. But 
the strain ceases — the echo dies — ^and the 
motions pass away without leaving any 
practical impressions, any abiding excite- 
ment, or any cherished desires for a renewal 
of the theme. 

What could be supposed to have a more 
lively interest for the guilty, and thus gain 
direct access to every breast, than the offers 
of mercy which are made by tlie Gospel? 
And yet those offers fall upon the ears of 
many like strains in which they have no per- 
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sonal concern, nothing of a heartfelt interest. 
What hopes can so accord with the true wish 
for immortality, or so fully claim the unre- 
strained ardour of our souls, as those which 
are inspired by the doctrines of our redemp- 
tion ? And, at the same time, those hopes 
frequently pass from the mind like pleasing, 
but soon forgotten dreams ; or, however 
vividly flashed into thought, by passing cir- 
cumstances, they are as soon cast aside, with- 
out regret, amid the active scenes of busy life. 
What, in short, gives such pledges for our 
peace ; what promises so much to our prayers 
and prescribed efforts; what really opens 
such resources for our comfort ; what so truly 
enriches the mind and satisfies the heart, as 
genuine piety ? And yet few, very few, give 
themselves any concern about the attainment 
of that piety, which proves itself real by its 
fruit. The mere semblance of it imposes 
upon many, quite to their satisfaction ; while 
the heart remains unimpressed, the soul un- 
renewed, and the rich blessings of the Gospel 
neither enjoyed, nor sought after, nor thought 
worth seeking* 
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It isy indeed^ a painful fact, one which in<* 
volves a mystery for which the Apostle gives 
the only clew, when he says : ** The natural 
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God; for they are foolishness unto him.** 
The fact that when the truths of salvation 
are presented in their beautiful simplicity, 
enforced with the warmth of sincerity and 
soulfelt conviction of their weight, held out 
with the interests of promise ready for ftilfil- 
ment, and applied in all their practical bear- 
ings ; an arrested attention may be visible in 
a congregation, and an apparent liking mani- 
fested for the subject ; and still the case may 
only come up to the picture of the prophet, 
who said : " They come unto thee as the peo* 
pie Cometh^ and they sit before thee as my 
people, and they hear thy words, but they 
will not do them; and, lo, thou art unto 
them as a very lovely song of one that hath 
a pleasant voice, and can play well on an in- 
strument : for they hear thy words, but they 
will not do them." 

The truth of the case is, that the beauties 
of religion require certain desires to be called 
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forth, which are totally distinct from the 
tastes and wishes of mere nature, but without 
which, those beauties cannot be compre- 
hended. The mind must be impressed with 
a new consciotuness — ^new as compared with 
the habitual feelings of " the natural man " 
— ^a consciousness that we do, or ouffht to, 
exist, as creatures who have satds — souls 
which, because they are imperishable, must 
be trained for eternity; because they are 
spiritual in nature, must be rescued from the 
controling influence of the body in their 
hopes, fears, tastes, and desires ; and because 
they are sinful, must be drawn out with those 
longings for the &vour and moral likeness of 
God, which Jesus Christ calls a ^Hiunger and 
thirst after righteousness'* 

To this spiritual and imperishable part of 
man, you must perceive that the scriptures 
give a kind of personality, as when the 
Apostle terms it '^ the inward man,'' and " the 
hidden man of the heart" And as " the out- 
ward man,** the body, hath its organs of per- 
ception, its tastes, feelings, and desires; so 
hath "the inward man,'* the soul. As the 
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energies of the former require to be con- 
stantly renewed, and only can be kept in 
vigour by suitable supplies of food; so must 
the powers of the latter be as constantly re- 
novated by its proper nourishment. As the 
health of the one is impaired in its general 
energies by a loss of appetite for its daily 
food ; so will the other be invariably found 
in a sickly condition, in proportion as it be 

destitute of '* hunger and thirst after righteous- 

I) 
ness. 

But to be more definite, let us observe 
that, as in the well-known case of the body, 
so in the soul, 

I. Hunger and thirst are emotions 

OF WANT. 

The necessity for the Gospel is found in 
the spiritual wants of mankind. Its very pro- 
mises ; its provision for pardon and renewing 
grace; its simple conditions of repentance 
and faith ; its plain statements of what man 
actually is, in his natural state, and of the 
inevitable need of a transition to a renovated 
condition ; all prove our entire nakedness of 
righteousness and true holiness ; and show» 
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that "not by works of righteousness which 
we have done, but according to His mercy 
God saveth us/' if we are saved at all. The 
Grospel is clearly such a provision of grace to 
pardon, and of grace to renew; of grace 
which places us on the high ground of being 
able to choose between life and death, and of 
grace which only can amfirm a good choice, 
and give us full power to make our calling 
and election sure ; it is such an entire sys- 
tem of grace in all its efforts^ conditions, and 
requirements, as nothing but a fallen and 
helpless state could require, nothing but the 
moral wants of a world lying in wickedness 
could reqtiire. 

The Gospel being so evidently a provision 
for our spiritual toarUs, there must be a deep 
consciousness of those wants, fully awakened 
in the soul, before we shall either see the 
suitableness of that provision, or so desire as 
to enjoy it. Indeed, to what purpose would 
the most ample provision be provided, if the 
man to whom it were offered, either persuaded 
himself that he did not require it, or that it 
could not be intended for him ? 
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It is written as a general truth : ** There 
is none righteous, no not one.*' But what is 
thus written as a general statement, must be 
received as personal in its applicationi before 
that emotion can be awakened which actually 
constitute " hunger and thirst after righteous-' 
ness," 

And who, to a certain extent, does not feel 
his total want of all that can stand the scru- 
tiny of a God, who must be all holiness, much 
as we may endeavour to suppress that feeling 
by forgetfulness of a coming judgment ; or to 
soothe it by an appeal to our supposed vir- 
tues ; or to silence our besetting fears by a 
mistaken dependance on divine mercy, which 
has no influence of a saving nature on the 
heart? There is a silent consciousness of 
guilt which will often break in upon the most 
hardened forgetfulness of God, and awaken a 
fearful flash of truth — a flash which will glare 
upon the mind with misgivings, from which 
the man must shrink with all the dread cer- 
tainty of a day of impartial reckoning, and 
with all the dread certainty too, that he is 
not prepared for it. And in an appeal to 
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your virtueSi however bright ; on a review of 
your honesty, however rigid ; of your charity, 
however unbounded ; of your prayers, how- 
ever fervent; of your repentance, however 
bitter and sincere ; on a careful examination 
of the fairest and most upright actions of 
your lives, who is there that can unshrink- 
ingly refer any one of them to the investigar 
tion of Him, who is as ^^ glorious in holiness,*' 
as He must be " fearful in praises ? " Who 
can challenge the approval of the Searcher of 
hearts, for anything which we have done? 
Who will dare a reliance upon bis own de^ 
servings ; or venture on the hopeless extreme 
of a balance at the bar of God between his 
sins and presumed good works ? For when 
even the best human actions must be woe- 
fully defective, how can they have anything 
amounting to merit ? or much less be sup- 
posed capable of carrying out a balance for 
those deeds which are admitted to be bad ? 
We may surely tremble for those, who, with- 
out trembling for themselves, are insulting 
Divine justice, in supposing that anything in 
their doings can be considered a purchase of 
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heaven or of heaven's mercy. They are in- 
sultingly setting aside the very plan of that 
grace and truths by which God can maintain 
the glory of his justice, while he justifies the 
believer in Jesus ; for they, being ignorant 
of God's righteousness — ^ignorant of what 
his law strictly demands — ^ignorant of what 
the atonement of Jesus Christ has actually 
rendered — and ignorant of what &om thence, 
is accounted to the real believer, imbibed in^ 
his soul, and imbodied in the actions of his 
future life — ^being thus 'Mgnorant of God's 
righteousness^ and going about to establish 
their own righteousness, have not submitted 
themselves unto the righteousness of God ; " 
altogether overlooking the truth, that " Christ 
is the end," and now the only attainable " end 
of the law for righteousness, to every one that 
believeth." 

*^ Hunffer and thirst" clearly imply want. 
So there can be no earnest concern for salva- 
tion without a conviction of our spiritual ne- 
cessities — without the consciousness that we 
are actually lying under condemnation, until, 
" being justified by faith, we have peace with 
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God through our Lord Jesus Christ." There 
must be a clear understandings that, by our 
transgressions we are cut off from every plea 
of our own to eternal life ; cut off by that 
law which suspends all its promises alone 
upon our doing, and all its curses upon our 
not doing, its fidl requirements ; a law, whose 
conditions are effectually and irretrievably 
broken by one transgression, as much as one 
breach of a human law constitutes a criminal 
offence ; while the accumulation of guilt, and 
the certainty of final condemnation, must be 
increased by repeated transgression. So that 
in guilt, which must close our mouths in 
speechless silence, we are subject to the con- 
demnation of a law, for a refuge from which 
we are compelled to look beyond our best 
performances, or fairest promises for the 
future; yea, and beyond the bare and ab- 
stract mercy of God ; look we only can to the 
all-suflScient atonement of Christ, in which 
God is seen to be as just to himself, as he is 
gracious to the sinner, who is enabled to ob- 
tain " redemption through the blood of that 
atonement, the forgiveness of sins, according 
to the riches of his grace." 
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But not more in the body than in the soul, 
IL Hunger and Thirst indicate an 
Appetite for Food. 

It is true there may be want and some 
consciousness of it, while there be little or 
no appetite for wholesome food. But this 
always implies the existence of disease, some 
derangement of the bodily system. The case 
is similar in spiritual things. There is in 
every mind a kind of floating idea, that the 
natural state of the soul is bad; in every 
breast there is a sleepy, but deeply seated 
conviction that we are naturally totally des- 
titute of that righteousness and true holiness 
which God demands in all who would stand 
unreproved before him; a cloud of guilt 
there undeniably is, always surrounding the 
unpardoned ; and notwithstanding the flashes 
of worldly enjoyment, arising from sparks of 
their own kindling, with which they endea- 
vour to cheer their course, this cloud always 
deepens into a darker gloom, and frowns 
upon them in dread forebodings whenever 
they attempt to face it, or are compelled to 
admit a serious reflection on '^ righteousness, 
temperance, and judgment to come." 
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And yet, with all this painful conscious- 
ness, with all these arrows of the Almighty 
sticking fast in us, and all the gracious pro- 
vision of the Gospel offered to our free ac- 
ceptance at the same time; who does not 
feel the greatest reluctance to use the means 
which would so certainly relieve their 
wretched condition? who does not long re- 
fuse to partake of " the feast of fat things," 
to taste of "the bread of life," to drink of 
"the river, the streams whereof make glad 
the city of God ; " yea, and frequently if not 
finally, turn from the plenteousness of God's 
house with all the distastes of one who has 
no appetite for such enjoyments ? 

And what does this prove? Surely not 
that the provision which is offered is either 
unsuitable, or in itself insipid ; but that the 
real state of the soul is disordered, that the 
tone of the desires is vitiated, that the appe- 
tite of the heart is depraved. We can come 
to no other conclusion, though this is, indeed, 
a most fearful one in its results, unless the 
appetite required be now quickened into 
operation, because the want of a sfiritudl 

c 
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reliih for the food which the Gospel offers, 
must completely preclude from the actual 
enjoyment of the bHss of heaven. For as 
that bliss will be mainly derived from unin- 
terrupted intercourse with God, and be flow«- 
ing into the soul in proportion to its growing 
conformity to the Divine image, *^ in righte- 
ousness and true holiness," how can that man 
have any disposition for that intercourse, or 
any tendency towards that conformity, who 
has now no '' hunger and thirst after righteauM^ 
nessf How can he expect happiness in 
*^ serving God day and night in his temple 
abdve/* when he finds no real enjoyment in 
worshipping in the less hallowed temples to 
bis name on earth ? How can he enter into 
the rapturous hope of '^seeing Him as He is» 
and of being made" like Him by the trans- 
forming view, while he has no wish to make 
it the one object of his longings, the one 
governing desire of his heart, the one bright 
point in his highest anticipations, that he 
may hereafter " dwell in the eternal house of 
the Lord," to behold the unveiled and eter- 
nally unfolding " beauty of the Lord, and in- 
quire in his temple ?" 
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Surely, then, the capacity for heaveii must 
be identified in its beginning$ with the emo- 
tions, which, in the text, the Saviour de- 
clares "blessed; *' desires which the Psalmist 
thus breathes out in all their vigour, " As for 
me," — whatever others may account their 
chief good, and place at the summit of their 
wishes — " as for me I will behold thy face in 
righteousness: I shall be satisfied when I 
awake with thy likeness;" a feeling whose 
ardent longing was thus otherwise expressed, 
" As the hart panteth after the water brooks, 
so panteth my soul after thee, O God. My 
soul thirsteth for God, for the living God ; 
when shall I come and appear before God ? " 

But shall these. sentiments be ascribed to 
an overheated imagination, and these expres- 
sions be considered only the wild flights of 
fervid devotion, the language of a momentary 
rapture, or the outbreathings of inflamed re- 
ligious affection? As this cannot be ad- 
mitted, you must conclude that if this lan- 
guage seem too strong for your s^ritual feel- 
ings, those feelings must be too feeble, too 
sickly ; if these expressions outstep your ex- 
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perience, it must be because your experience 
is too cold and too limited ; if the sentiments 
themselves appear to soar to a sublimity, 
which you cannot aspire after either in idea 
or desire, you must come to the conclusion, 
that it is because you know not what it is to 
'^ hunger and thirst after rigkteausnett^** so that 
to enter into spiritual enjoyment there must 
be a corresponding appetite in exercise. 

Hunger and thirsty whether expressive of 
the wants of the body or the soul, 

III. Supply powerful motives fob 

EXERTION. 

It stands prominent among the wise ar* 
rangements of nature, that the preservation 
of our lives should greatly, depend upon our 
own exertions. It is so with the well-being 
of our souls. The quickening power of 
spiritual Ufe is the common grace of God, 
while the earliest indications of that life are 
good desires ; for as our Prayer Book says, 
'^ from Him all holy desires, all good counsels, 
and all just^works do proceed." But though 
he first works within us, giving the willing 
and working capability, He thus throws us 
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upon our responsibility, to "work out 
our own salvation with fear and trembling/* 
" With fear and trembling," because the work 
is so far thrown upon our exertions, and be- 
cause our responsibility is increased by the 
circumstance, that it is Divine aid which is 
given us to work with, 

God has clearly so far suspended promised 
blessings upon human exertions, as to make 
them the means, though they never can be- 
come the purchase or procwring cause, of those 
blessings. So that we must "ask" if we 
would "receive," "seek" if we would "find," 
"knock" if we wish to have it "opened" to 
us. And this order in grace we can no more 
expect to be reversed than we can think of 
being fed by a miracle, contrary to the order 
of nature ; no more than a man can sit down 
in idleness, and look for daily showers of 
maima. If you wish for an increase of 
spiritual light, you are cast upon your efforts 
as much as the Jews were when told to 
"search the scriptures;" you must "read, 
mark, and learn," so as to " digest them " by 
a due application of their truths. As the 

c2 
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letter of the Bible is the instrument which 
the Divine Spirit works with to make us 
'^wise unto salvation/' we must certainlj 
make ourselves familiar with that instrument 
to put it to its right purpose ; and for this end 
must we put forth the same steady investigar 
tion, the same patient inquiry^ the same care- 
ful comparison of one passage with another, 
as we do in our efforts to comprehend any 
other book, And if you are anxious for a 
more devotional habit, you must adopt a 
course similar to what you do to acquire 
other habits, to gratify other inclinations, to 
strengthen other tones and tendencies. 

It is wonderfully strange, but the truth of 
it cannot be denied, that people who are neg- 
lecting devotional exercises altogether, or 
coldly and occasionally going through them 
as mere forms, are taking it for granted as an 
established fact, that in the simple act of 
passing out of this world in the very moment 
of passage into another, they shall find them- 
selves investigated vnth every required quali- 
fication ; with feelings, dispositions, and ha- 
bits, which at once will ripen them for the 
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pure exerdseSy enjoyments, and society of 
heaven. How this is to he effected, they 
neither know, nor are they concerned to 
know, totally overlooking this truth, that 
^.^ wWiovi holiness no man shall see the Lordf* 
and equally regardless of what the Saviour 
says in the text, ^^ Blessed are tliey which do 
hunger and thirst after righteottsness^ for they 
shall be JUled^* For while this hunger and 
thirst are the expressions of deeply-felt want, 
the longings of ardent desire, the spontaneous 
indications of a healthy tone of the affections, 
and the veiy incipient capacity for heaven, 
they alone prompt to a proper use of the 
means of grace, give a real zest to every exer- 
cise, and qualify or capacitate for those fore- 
tastes of heaven, which, while enjoyed on 
earth, bear our souls above with more fervent 
longings for the fulness on high, the ** plea- 
sures which are at God's right hand for ever- 
more." 

Does the man who is led on by a thirst 
for f&me, burning with ambitious projects, 
want any other motive for exertion than his 
powerfuUy ruling passion, whether as a sol- 
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dier or a man of science? Does he — and 
the case you can all more easily comprehend 
— does he who is thirsting for pleasurei and 
whoj to gratify his wishes, willingly sacrifices 
time, ease, comfort, property, and perhaps 
health — does he require any other stimulus 
for his efforts than what he finds in the bias 
of inclination? or can you expect from him 
any other reason in his case, than simply his 
gratification? Here, then, we see what an 
ardent inclinaiion can prompt in its favouriU 
pursuit; and here we see what motives to ex- 
ertion ought to be found in a ^hunffcr and 
thirst after riffhteotuness f* hut here, I am 
afraid, we shall find that '^the children of 
this world are wiser in their gen^ation,'* 
more single in their object, more ardent in 
effort, more determined in their pursuits, and 
more unsparing of exertion, " than the chil- 
dren of light." 

We must observe, however, that hunger 
and thirst, 

lY. Furnish a gratifying taste for 

FOOD. 

This arrangement in nature is not more 
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wise in thus giving a stimulus to exertion^ 
than kind in rendering the means which are 
necessary for the due support of life, the veiy 
channels of those gratifications which so much 
contribute to the simple enjoyment of life ; 
and though this arrangement be abused by 
intemperance, the abuse cannot amount to 
an absolute reason for total " abstinence from 
meats which God hath created," in endless 
variety, " to be received with thanksgiving of 
them which believe and know the truth.'* 
But while this is the natural order of things 
respecting the body, can it be supposed that 
the purer feelings expressed in the text, will 
be left without their correqnmdinff gratifica- 
tions? These emotions are the very yearn- 
ings of the Divine Spirit, putting the mind 
of man in due operation. And can a God of 
unbounded goodness excite desires in the 
soul, which He will not gratify; awaken 
hopes which we cannot realize ; impart a 
capacity for receiving, which is not to be re- 
plenished, not to be filled up to its present 
measure; and, though it be expanded with 
each succeeding gratification, must be ever 
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tasting a gratifying fulness, while the foun- 
tain of that fulness be for ever full? "BUss^ 
ed are they which do hunger and thirst after 
riffhteousneiSf far they shall be ^filled.** They 
shaU be JSBed. Here hope excited has a eer- 
tainiy to rest upon. But can the world hold 
out a promise so sure of yielding its due gra* 
tification i The man of ambition finds some 
drawback upon his satisfaction, when he 
gains the summit for which he has been toil- 
ing. The num of pleasure feels a restless 
thirst, the sickening sensation of which he 
may try to soothe by a fresh dream of dis- 
sipation, but can never satisfy with a real 
taste of happiness. The bliss of these cha- 
racters is mainly imaginary, simply that of 
expectation, a happiness only dancing before 
them; to the promise they transfer their 
own glowing feelings, when flushed by the 
animation of desire, and the excitement of 
exertion. It is far otherwise with those who 
are here said by the Saviour to be " blessed**' 
The very purity of the emotions by which 
they are animated ; the tendency of soul by 
which they ar^ drawn towards God; the 
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glow of expectation derived from the object 
of their desires; and the soaring affections 
with which they rise above the world, yield 
an elevated enjoyment, which amounts to a 
foretaste of never-exhausted bliss. But the 
present experience of the real Chriistian sup- 
plies far more than those delightful emotions 
which are pleasurable in exercise : — ^there are 
the actual gratifications of desire; the direct 
fulfilment of prayer ; the inflowings of peace ; 
the love of God shed abroad in the heart ; 
^* a well of water in themselves/* in endless 
refreshings, though its source is beyond 
themselves, ''springing up into everlasting 
life." 

But you must clearly understand, that the 
emotions spoken of in the text are not to be 
considered as the natural desires of the hu- 
man heart. The thirst of ambition; the 
desire for pleasure, and the love of money, 
may be the immediate productions of the 
heart of man. But the feeling which puts 
forth anything of a '' hunger and thirst after 
riffhteoutness,*' must be the fruit of the Divine 
Spirit, the effect of " the grace of God by 
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Christ preventing us** — that is^ going before, 
and being the very groundwork of all good 
feeling — ^* that we may have a good will, and 
working with us when we have that good 
will" — ^the effect of that Spirit which works 
in every heart ; striving first to awaken good 
desires, and then to raise their feeble emo* 
tions to those ardent longings which prepare 
for the blessedness of being filled. If, then, 
you have these desires in due exercise, you 
have all the certainty of the promise which 
can gratify the most enlarged wishes. And 
if you have good wishes only in their feeble- 
ness, as you must be accountable for them, 
they demand your attention; they deserve 
your care; they require your fostering re- 
gards ; and then become capable of rewarding 
you with a fiilness of bliss. Such desires are 
not to be dismissed under the idea that they 
can be recalled at pleasure. It is a mistaken 
idea; for the habit of stifling them becomes 
the habit of steeling the heart against all good 
feelings, and of sealing up the soul in an 
eternal hardness. Every thing approaching 
to a " hunger and thirst after rtghteaumess,^^ 



SERMON I. 25 

comes from the gentle suggestions of God ; 
and, &om the momentous consideration that 
He is thus " working within us," to bring 
fully into operation the power " to will and 
to do of his good pleasure," the Apostle 
makes it our duty to '^ work out our own sal- 
vation with fear and trembling." Good de- 
sires, properly cherished, may become the 
*^ hunger and thirst,^* here required; and 
these emotions, in full vigour, not only con- 
stitute the capacity for pure enjoyment here, 
but, by being duly fed with present "joy and 
peace in believing," they become an expand- 
ing and enripening capacity to be feasted at 
last with the full bliss of life everlasting ; a 
state of high blessedness to be realized in His 
presence, where only "there is fulness of 
Joy ; and at whose right hand there are plea- 
sures for evermore." 
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Matthew hi. 3. 

"Tor this is he that was spoken of by 
The prophet Esaias, saying, The voice 
of one crying in the wilderness, pre- 
pare ye the way of the lord, make 
his paths straight." • 

t 

The forlorn hope in war is understood to be 
a desperate enterprize, in which men cast 
their lives upon the most reckless hazard* 
But no hope can be so forlorn, so destitute 
of probability, so void of all chance of suc- 
ceeding-— because no hope can be so far from 
all truth — as that vain expectation of salva- 
tion, under which men most commonly "con- 
tinue in sin" because, as they suppose, grace 
will abound in their case — abound beyond all 
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their guilty provocations; and contrary to 
the plainest declarations, and most express 
denunciations, which^ like an unbroken chain 
of truth, run through the whole body of 
sacred Scripture. People catch at the idea 
of hope, however distant and doubtful; be- 
cause they fancy that under jts glimmer, faint 
and feeble though it be, they can find some 
countenance for present sinful indulgence, 
and their habits of careless thought. The 
" longing after immortality " is, indeed, such 
a "fond desire" in the human breast, that 
men gladly cherish it in every extremity; 
and yet as unthinkingly risk it, by all the 
recklessness of common indifference, and 
groundless conjecture. That immortality is 
brought to light by the Gospel they pretend 
to believe ; but what are its nature, its ne- 
cessary influence, its prescribed conditions, 
and the qualifications required in those who 
would finally share it, are points willingly 
left in undisturbed ignorance, even by those 
who have the master-key of all needful truth 
and information in their hands, in having the 
Bible. 
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But when reckless to the full extent of 
this indiffierenoe, and when in part they ad- 
mit it, men think there is one means of gain- 
ing a sure passport for heaven, which they 
persuade themselves, in their case can never 
fiEOl — ^that is, repentance; and a repentance 
which, if it should but heave a sigh, wring 
out a tfear, and be only the regret of a man 
who finds he can enjoy his sins no longer, is 
thought to be all that God can expect ; a re-* 
pentance void of all moral sensibility, and, 
such as it is, left to all the extremity of a last 
hour, is thus made to comprise all which can 
be absolutely necessary; all to wash away 
their sins in their guilt, and pollutions, and 
give both a title and meetness for heaven. 

But low and imperfect as is the common 
idea of repentance, its rank or position in re- 
ligious sentiments is as much misunderstood. 
It is thus thought to 'be everything, when, 
perhaps, strictly speaking, it is the least, and 
the very first movement which can be ex- 
pected from sinful creatures as we are. It is 
regarded as the end of religion; when, in 
fact, it is but its commencement. In its fitst 
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operatioD^ it is but that extreme point of 
tunungy where we decide between rebellion 
and obedience; it is the first really sober 
pause ; the first step in our backward course 
towards God ; the very infancy of heavenly 
feelings. It is simply " the ireakinff tip the 
fallow graundf that ye sow not among thorns ; " 
such a preparation of the soil as cleats away 
the weeds for a proper reception and nourish- 
ment of the seeds of immortality* 

Christianity, indeed, is the most extaishre 
system of moral tenovation ; but repentance 
can be considered wly as the ffrwndwark, cm 
which alone that system can be established 
in its full bearings on the heart, and be car- 
ried out to all its beauty of holiness in active 
Ufe. 

As the long foretold herald of the Saviour, 
compared to a pioneer crying in the wilder* 
ness, ^^ Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make 
his paths straight," the Baptist came preach* 
ing repentance. And as we are approaching 
the annual celebration of the first great event 
connected with the actual establishment of 
Christianity, our Church beautifully obsexve3 
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the order in which that event was introduced, 
by selecting for the Gospel of the two Sun- 
days immediately before Christmas, passages 
yrhich refer to the Baptist, and speak of the 
special object for which he was appointed. 

But a clear understanding of repentance^ 
the Baptists' great doctrine, will not only 
suggest' the necessary feelings for a proper 
celebration of the Saviour's nativity, but 
must ever be viewed as a preparation for a 
personal enjoyment of all the distinctive bless- 
ings of the GospeL To this point, then, the 
text will now direct our attention ; and for a 
clear view of the importance of repentance 
we must consider the Gospel a^ 

I. A GRAND DISPENSATION OF MERCV. 

Here mercy is seen to be so condescending 
in its notice, sq great in its favours, so wide 
in its scope, and so free in its conditions, as 
to appear altogether godlike. It is mercy 
coming down in itjn attentions to the most 
degraded, and holding out the most perfect 
forgiveness; mercy making universal offers, 
but specifying terms, and though so free^ yet 
most indispensable* 
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But» surely, to give this mercy its' due 
operation, there must be 

AprcperctgfaeUytodedreii, toreuwe^imd 
etgoy it. Repentance implies, or constitates, 
such a capacity ; because it is that awakened 
sensibility of soul, that acute and painful 
feeling, which makes us conscious of our 
spiritual necessities. We may have a high 
respect for a physician*8 professional diarac- 
ter, from common report; but we shall re* 
gard him in a very different, because a more 
interesting light, when we feel our lives in 
danger, and we look to him for help. We 
cannot but admire the benevolent man, who, 
in the pure kindness of human nature, deal- 
eth his bread to the hungry, and bringeth 
the poor that was cast out into his house. 
But our sensations are of a higher character, 
if a perishing and forlorn condition should 
render us the very objects of his kindness* 
And so the riches of Di^ne mercy will bold 
out new attractions ; will appeal to our hearts 
with stronger inducements; will arrest our 
attention under the sway of new feelings, 
fresh wants, and more intense longings ; when 
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we feel that we really are "miserabk offenders ;" 
when we think of the past as inyolving us in 
condemnation, and when we look to the future* 
as frowning in threatening darkness; that 
future being only ** a certain fearful hoking 
for of judgment '' We have all heard of a 
gracious Saviour ; but many have heard of 
him so frequently, that his fame and attrac« 
tions are become insipid to their souls, or so 
soothing to their sinful slumberings, that 
they willingly come to the delusive conclusion 
to " continue in sin," under the tacit persua- 
sion, that grace will abound for their final sal- 
vation. But when smitten down in our pride 
before God, when roused from our guilty 
slumbers of daring indulgence or indifference^ 
then we cannot but enter into Saul's arrested 
feelings, when he, trembling and astonished, 
said, ^* Lord, what wilt thou have me to do ? '* 
Or when we properly contemplate God as 
** glorious in holiness," we are constrained to 
say, ** I have heard of thee by the hearing 
of the ear; but now mine eye seeth thee* 
Wherefore I abhor myself and repent in dust 
«nd ashes." 



1 
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But RBPSNTAMCB gives ft peculiar ttUeme^ 
nea to the conscioiiniess of our spiritual ne* 
cessities* It was the prodigal's conyictiiHiy 
''/ perish with hunger!^ which effectually 
turned his thoughts towards his father's house, 
and gave rise to Ihat wise determination, ** I 
mil arite and go to myfaJther.** These were 
his first, and ever must be the first feelings 
of repentance. While hope animates our 
effi>rts, self-despair ii^ our condition of self- 
procured wretchedness, must be one of our 
first convictions, before we shall see any 
''beauty** in the Saviour *' that we should ds* 
sire Him,** 

To those whose sacred ofiice it is to 
''watch for your souls," it is a painful and 
disheartening consideration, but one against 
which they cannot shut their eyes, nor pro* 
phecy peace to your slumbers, that, with 
much outward profession there may be very 
little real religion ; very little of its happy 
power, vexy little of its governing and every- 
day influence. In a stated congregation 
there may be a good deal of regularity in at- 
tendance, and an apparently arrested atten* 
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tion^ conndeimble regard manifested for the 
Sabbadi, and a punctual ofaaervance of the 
xxrdinaneea of the Churdi» while these things 
are frequently attended to, more as pezfbrm- 
ances of merit, £oft the purchase of grace,.tfaan 
means of Di?ine appointipent for the commu- 
nication of grace; more as something by 
which a man " doeth God service/' or makes 
Bome atonement for his nns, rather than as 
channels prescribed for our good. But we 
nuist as much lose sight of all purchasing 
merit in these observances, as in any of our 
perfsrmanoea. There must be entire ulf^ 
deqHiirf that we may anxiously look out of 
ourselves for the promises of hope. As St. 
Paul observes on anodier pccxision, " we must 
hinve the sentence of death in ourselves, that 
we should not trust in ourselyes, but in Grod 
which raiseth the dead^^ and i^irituaUy^ the 
*' dead in trespasses and sins.*' 

When this ffrauAd-warh is laid in the heart 
the desire whiidiwill swallow up other wishes, 
the iniiuiry which will preserve a governing 
tene in other pursuits, will be, ^jSirf^ what 
Ida to be saved f^ ''Then wilt thou 
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incline thine ear irnto wisdom and apply thine 
heart to understanding ; thou wilt cry after 
Jmowledge and lift up thy voice for under- 
standing; thou wilt seek her as sQver, and 
search for her as for hid treasure." Then 
will you be prepared to find it good to wait 
upon God In his house ; then will you *' draw 
near with fsdth and take the holy Sacrament 
to your comfort," finding your ''spiritual 
food and sustenance " not only in that but in 
all the other means of grace. Then» in short, 
will your sincere feelings express themselves 
in this language, ''We do not presume to 
come to this thy table," or to any of thy or* 
dinances, f O merciful Lord, trusting in our 
own righteousness, but in thy manifold and 
great mercies we are not worthy so much as 
to gather up the crumbs under thy table," 
though we would gladly make them our feast 
and refreshment. 

If "ye have not,** it is "because ye ask 
not." Nor will a man ever have the ditposi- 
turn to ask really in earnest, nor a capacity 
actually to receive to his peace and joy, with-ii 
out iMs preparation of heart; a heart most 
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fully and painfully convinced of sin, and be 
inspired with a fervent desire for mercy ; a 
desire equally fervent to any which has yet 
been breathed after pleasure ; a desire which 
most urgently prays, " O satisfy us early with 
thy mercy, that we may rejoice and be glad 
all our days." 

Repentance is also a necessary prepara- 
tion for mercy, as furnishing 

A Protection against its future abus e 

We commonly value a thing in proportion 
to the price which we have paid for it. 
When we have paid dearly in value for aay 
possession, or deeply in suffering, for any ex- 
perimental knowledge or peaceful attainment, 
we are the more careful to guard, and the 
more cautious not to risk, our possessions. 

Purchase Divine mercy we never can, and 
certainly not by repentance, however bitter 
it may be. But when we have actually felt 
our present and most pressing need of it, and 
have " sought it carefully with tears," when 
we have been so sincere in self-examination 
as to drop all that comparison with our fel- 
low-sinners which qommonly leads us to 

E 
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think that we cannot be charged with any 
but. little sins or excusable faults ; and we 
have rather viewed ourselves solely in the 
light of God's purity and the requirements of 
His law ; and the alarm of our case has forced 
us to pray, " For thy name's sake, O Lord, 
pardon mine iniquity, for it is great ; " when 
in our convictions we have been led to say, 
'^ Thou writest bitter things against me, and 
makest me to possess the iniquities of my 
youth ; " and in our investigations have en- 
deavoured to read the many pages of con- 
science, crowded with the accounts of omis- 
sions of duty, and commissions of deeds of 
guilt, and prayed over them with bitter la- 
mentations and trembling anxieties ; — ^when 
we have thus been "heartily sorry for our 
misdoings," until the remembrance of them 
became "grievous unto us ; " then vrill there 
be grounded in the mind that state of feeling 
which will be a sufficient safeguard for that 
mercy which pardons the most unworthy^ 
In the Prophet's language we shall say, 
" Remembering mine afflictions and my mi- 
sery, the wormwood and the gall : my soul 
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hatb them still in remembrance, and is hum- 
bled in me. This I recall to my mind, 
therefore have 1 hope." Indeed, there will 
be that humble feeling which thinks too 
highly of the blessings of mercy, carelessly 
to incur the possibility of losing them ; that 
vigilance of thought which always guards 
against that possibility ; that gratitude for 
unmerited privileges which places the highest 
value upon favours received, enjoyed, and 
felt to be essential to our good ; that tenacity 
of soul and sensitiveness of heart, which keep 
us as much alive to our spiritual as to our 
temporal interests, and thus purified, the 
very feeling of self-interest will be as cautious 
not to presume upon mercy, as not wilfully 
to abuse it when experienced. 

When a man hardens himself in sin by de- 
ferring his repentance in the vain hope of 
having power to repent at any time, and of 
finding mercy at the last hour, his expecta- 
tions are a daring insult to mercy itself, and 
a direct perversion of its present oflFers. But 
when we have the peaceful enjoyment of 
mercy, for which sincere repentance prepares, 
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there is a power of feelings altogether new^ 
awakened in the soul ; a peculiar tenderness 
of conscience ; a new train of joys and wishes, 
hopes and fears, which are a never-fidling 
protection of the honours of Divine mercy. 
While men go on dreaming of mercy as a 
sure refuge in reserve, and despise its present 
offers, we may well be afraid lest the freeness 
of those offers should more deeply lull this 
sinful dreaming. But when a sense of mercy 
is reaUy enjoyed in a heart duly prepared by 
repentance, there is a God-like influence 
felt, which sweetly binds us over to a course 
of holiness. 

But though mercy is such a distinguishing 
feature of the Gospel, it must ever be kept 
in mind, that 

II. The establishment of holiness was 

THE ULTIMATE DESIGN OF ITS AUTHOR. 

In "looking for that blessed hope" which 
is associated with " the glorious appearing of 
the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ," 
we are reminded that that Saviour ''gave him- 
self for us, that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar 
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people^ zealous of good works," Mercy, in- 
deed, sweeps oS the past ; but it is to bring 
in a better state of things for the future. For 
this then repentance equally "prepares the 
way of the Lord." And this it does 

I. By doing homage to God's truih and purity. 

One of the first ideas which arrests the 
mind of a man, on becoming, truly concerned 
about the state of his soul, is a sense of Divine 
holiness. The security for his peace, when 
in sinful indulgence, appears to have been his 
forgetfulness of God ; that forgetfulness which 
is sought after in everything which can drive 
away a serious thought, and soon becomes 
that habit of dissipated thought, by which 
men in all their practices live " without God 
in the world ; " without recognizing His pre- 
sence, without consulting His will, without 
seeking His favour, without remembering 
Him as the Judge of all, to whom, even now, 
" all hearts be open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid " so as either 
to avoid His remembrance, or escape His 
final investigation. 

But when a man awakes from this kind of 
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slumber, he stands astonished, if not trem- 
bling, like one who at day-break, finds him- 
self on the brink of dangers to which he had 
been unthinkingly hurrying in the dark, and 
into which a few steps more would have fatally 
plunged him^ if day had not dawned to his 
safety . Still danger does not open more alarm- 
ingly to the view of the awakened sinner, than 
that beam of truth, as from the unveiled face 
of God, flashes on his conscience, which shows 
him that God as "glorious in holiness/ and 
even " fearful in praises." He then wonders 
how a Being so holy, can ever have mercy on 
a creature so worthless before him as himself. 
He remembers that a God so pure that angels 
veil their &ces before Him, has been the con- 
stant witness of his actions, the scrutinizer 
of his thoughts, the observer and recorder of 
all deeds of darkness and deceit ; and there- 
fore he exclaims : " If thou, Lord, shouldest 
mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand ?" 
But mark iniquities with the abhorrence of 
His nature, He must for the full vindication 
of His purity, to stem the torrent of sin, and 
carry out its eternal condemnation. And 
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genuine repentance leads us into a proper 
view of this course of strict justice, truth, and 
holiness, even in our own case, and to our 
own acknowledged condemnation. 

The repentance of the thief upon the cross 
is commonly perverted to encourage the vain 
hope of a repentance in the most extreme 
hour. In this man's case, however, there way 
that acknowledgment of Divine justice in his 
condemnation which many a death-bed never 
v^dtnesses. He rebuked the other criminal 
saying: "Dost not thou fear God, seeing 
thou art in the same condemnation ? and we 
indeed jiLstly ; for we receive the due reward 
of our deeds.'' And where there is true peni- 
tence, the full conviction of truth, the silent 
awe of God, the self-indignation, and all the 
rising emotions of spiritual sensibility, render 
that homage to God which sincerely acknow- 
ledges that the law is holy, and the command- 
ment holy, and just, and good, while the sin- 
ner is as justly altogether speechless. 

Repentance thus prepares the way of the 
Lord for the establishment of holiness, 

2. By breaking all agreement with sin. 
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It is commonly thought, that repentance 
consists merely in tears, and expression of 
some kind of regret; and the regret itself is 
frequently nothing but a selfish feeling, ex- 
cited more by a sense of danger incurred, than 
of the hateful and deadly evil of the sin com- 
mitted. Many a man would gladly carry his 
sins to the grave, if he could indulge them so 
far without danger ; nay, carry them beyond 
the grave, if they could there be gratified. 
But real repentance, not simply dreads the 
danger of transgression, and admits the jus- 
tice of every denunciation against sin, before 
which it meekly bows, but turns its hatred 
against sin itself; against sin as being in its 
first rising the very principle of disobedience ; 
against sin in itself, however countenanced in 
practice by custom, however familiar from 
long-fostered habits, however dear it has been 
in past indulgence, however essential to pre- 
sent interests it may now appear, though " a 
right hand or a right eye." 

When a man is but slightly j and of course 
imperfectly concerned, for the welfare of his 
soul, he may attempt some partial reforma- 
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tion; some little self-denial; and not only 
outward decencies but seeming devotions; 
but commonly there will be some sinful re- 
serve, at which he halts in the work of reform. 
As in the case of Saul ; there will be some 
" bleating of sheep, or lowing of oxen," to 
betray the work as only half-performed ; as 
done deceitfully, and altogether superficially* 
True repentance is the actual " turning from 
darlmesa to light^^ in principle ; " and from the 
power of satan unto God" so far as that power 
was seated in the love of sin. *' Faith worketh 
by love," even in repentance ; for the penitent 
man loves God for his very patience which 
has borne with his provocations; and loves 
him still more for the many promises which 
feed that hope of pardon, which he ventures 
to cherish. And thus love to God in its 
lowest stages, must create a corresponding 
degree of hatred to sin. Repentance indeed 
gives that tenderness to the conscience which 
shrinks from the approach of transgression. 
The spell which gave sin its seat in the affec- 
tions, being broken, it is supposed that we 
have decidedly turned our backs upon our 
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former ways ; that we are '^ asking the way to 
Zion with our &ce8 thitherward ; " that we 
have rent our chains ; that we are determined 
to be free ; that^ as far as willingness is seated 
in renovated inclination, we toill ^^ have our 
fruit unto holiness and the end everlasting life.'* 

This preparation then, will carry forward 
the work of holiness, 

3. By drawing out holy desires^ 

The beating of the pulse is not a more sure 
indication of the state of health in the body, 
than the nature of our desires shows the 
spiritual condition of the soul. Where there 
is no fervent breathings in holy desires, the 
soul must be in the most sickly state, if not 
altogether dead: certainly destitute of that 
living power, which constitutes life in heaven, 
and heavenly life in its first risings in the 
heart of man on earth. Repentance, then, 
is life reviving^ or putting forth its vigorous 
beginnings. It is that awaking consciousness 
which makes us sensible of our spiritual wants, 
and that ^' hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness" which carry our longings to God. In 
this state a man can fully say, ^' / delight in 



SERMON II. 47 

the law of God after the inward nianJ'* He 
feels that there is an " inward man/* whose 
nature he had mistaken, whose interests he 
had neglected, whose original and prospective 
dignity he had degraded, and whose first 
breathings he had stifled, by consulting only 
the desires of the outward man, a perishable 
body, and giving all governing power to those 
desires by walking merely in " the ways of 
his heart, and in the sight of his eyes." But 
as he now sees that the interests of his soul 
are his only true interests, his main desire is 
to " obtain mercy , andjind grace to help in time 
of need." For mercy he is restless in his de- 
sires, anxious in his inquiries, fervent in his 
prayers. He feels that only the experience 
of mercy can seal his peace for the present, 
and admit him into the love of God, or be to 
him satisfactory evidence of the love of God ; 
but at the same time he longs for that moral 
renovation which shall keep him in the love 
of God for the future, and conform him to 
the divine image. He clearly sees " that the 
law is spiritual;** and nothing but a spiritual 
conformity to it, where every thought is 
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brought into captivity to '* the obedience of 
Christ," can satisfy him. He contemplates 
the image of God in all its brightness ; and 
the whole tide of his desires carry out the 
longings of his soul to be " created after Him 
in righteousness and true holiness.*' This state 
of mind renders him ** glad, when it is said 
unto him, let us go into the house of the 
Lord ; '* because here God has promised to be 
present ; here he seeks to behold the beauty 
of the Lord, and to inquire as in his temple. 
This leads him to search the Scriptures, be- 
cause they testify of Christ — testify of Him 
as " God manifested in the flesh '* for the sal- 
vation of a guilty world. This makes prayer 
the very breath of his being; because in 
breathing out his holy wishes, he actually in- 
hales the pure atmosphere of heaven, and is 
thereby invigorated in all spiritual energies. 

Such then, being the leading feelings which 
compose repentance to salvation, not to be 
repented of — ^not to be repented of as a work 
defective in its nature and disappointed in its 
purpose — ^you see how it becomes a suitable 
and indispensabk preparation for the free ex- 
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ercise of mercy, and the full establishment of 
that holiness which characterizes the kingdom 
of Jesus Christ : — ^mercy which we only can 
receive as sinners^ humble, broken-hearted, 
and devoted to a new course: — "holiness, 
without which no man can see the Lord ; ' 
while holiness itself never can be cultivated, 
without that homage which recognizes the 
honours of Divine purity; without such a 
forsaking of iniquity as holds no sinful in- 
dulgence in reserve ; nor without that pure 
renovation of soul, that groundwork in the 
first principles of a heavenly influence, from 
which " all holy desires, all good counsels, and 
all just works do proceed." 

To conclude in few words : before we can 
become happy in God, under the light of His 
countenance, we must feel wretched in our- 
selves ; not more from a consciousness of 
guilt and condemnation, than from the hope- 
lessness of every resource short of a refuge 
under the sprinklings of the peace-giving 
blood of the one all-perfect atonement. 
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Acts, xvi. 30. 

" Sirs, what must I do to be Saved ?*' 

There is this peculiarity in Christian truths, 
that while we find them so amply exhibited 
in historical illustrations taken &om remote 
ages, there is stiU a Uving necessity for the 
same truths to be realized in the history of 
our own lives* Therefore ^'whatsoever things 
were written afpretime, were written for our 
learning, that we through patience and com- 
fort of the Scriptures might have hope." 

There is a fact, however, of common oc- 
currence, which ahnost amounts to a mystery, 
that, glowing as Gospel truths are in them- 
selves, they can be listened to with the most 
unmoved indifference, and without any prac- 
tical influence visible in the lives of the 



52 SERMON III. 

hearers^ unless there be that self-application 
which yields to their force, that immediate 
appropriation which realizes their comfort^ 
and that sincerity of purpose which takes 
them for a commanding rule of action* Let 
us look into this tkctf and it will open before 
us much of the working of what St. Pau] 
calls the ''natural man.*' We are well 
aware that though the first announcement of 
the Saviour was spoken of as ** good tidings 
of great joy to all people ; " yet we may be 
so indifferent to it as to perceive in it nothing 
of joy to ourselves. We can fancy that a 
gracious pardon must awaken the liveliest 
emotions in the breast of one under condem- 
nation, and yet, in the forgiveness of sins, as 
proclaimed by the Gospel, we may discern 
nothing of a personal interest. We can pic- 
ture the gladness which the rich glow of 
morning gives to the benighted traveller, and 
then transfer all the beauty of this figure to 
that beaming of life and immortality which 
illuminates the otherwise darkened pilgrimage 
of man through this world. But immortality 
may have been so long admitted as a clearly 
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revealed truths and so much taken for granted 
as secure to ourselves, that the joys of eternal 
life, even the gladdening echoes of heaven 
which visit the earth, commonly die upon the 
hearing of men like strains in which they 
have no interest, and can perceive no charms. 
All this, then, is explained when the 
Apostle says, '^ The natural man,'* the man 
without spiritualized feelings, and whose 
conceptions embrace only the things of this 
world, ^'receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto 
him, neither can he know them, because they 
are spiritually discerned.'* So that this must 
be received as a first and fixed principle, that 
in order to discern the beauties and appUca- 
hilily of the Gospel, we must view ourselves 
as spiritual beings, incased for a time in 
earthly bodies, and destined shortly to be- 
> come the inhabitants of the world of spirits ; 
and undfr this impression must we give our- 
selves up to the training and guiding influ- 
ence of the Divine Spirit. It may readily be 
concluded that there must be a solid founda- 
tion for peace and superior happiness in the 
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forgiveness of sins : but the glowing vividness 
of this leading doctrine, its joyous privil^es 
and lifei^ving power, cannot be perceived 
until we are fully alive to the &ct that we are 
immortal beings, and become truly awake to 
the importance of the question which forms 
our text. 

The circumstances which appear to have 
called forth this question, in the case before 
us, confirm the general fiict, that, hardened, or 
at least indifferent, as a man may become to 
his immortal interests, there is a responding 
consciousness of a future state, which is sure 
to speak out in something like this question, 
whenever the future world is forced upon our 
consideration, by outwardly alarming circum* x 
stances, or inwardly quiet thinking; and 
though the fears which .the force of truth 
thus strikes out from slumbering guilt, like 
sparks from the smitten flint, be not always 
embodied in words, yet is there generally 
awakened in the mind a silent foreboding of 
a coming judgment ; a settled conviction, that 
while in unpardoned guilt, we are not pre- 
pared for that judgment ; and a long-lingering 
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gloomy feeling which keeps alive the painful* 
aess of an inward disquietude which will not 
always be eharmed away by outward excite- 
ment* Our simple UabiUtieM to the painful 
awakenings of this consciousness plainly prove 
that there is a spirit in man, in which the in- 
spiration of the Almighty has imphmted a 
moral fieeling of accountableness, and that the 
deeper its dreamy slumbers now are, the 
more painful must be its waking reflections ; 
if not in time, when reflections may lead to 
saving wisdom, in eternity, when they will 
become the gnawings of the worm that dieth 
not. 

AH the circumstances of the cases now un- 
der our notice prove that it was the crotued 
eanseiausMess of a relation to the eterfud world 
which put forth the question: ** JVhai must 
I do to be saved ?'^ In the facts, that after 
the day's buffeting from the rabble, the beat- 
ing by legal authority, the harsh treatment 
which thrust them into the inner prison, and 
made their feet fast in the stocks, Paul and 
Silas, even at midnight, should be able to 
pray and sing praises to God, appeared some- 
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thing more than human; and that God should 
give HiM testimonj to their truth as His 
ministers by an earthquake; and then that 
Paul should have been aware, in the dark« of 
the jaOoi^s intention to kill himself in his 
consternation ; and that a prisoner who had 
received nothing but cruel treatment, should 
so benevolently beg him to do himself no 
harm, assuring him that he had no cause for 
fear from their supposed flight, they having 
too much confidence in th^ God to fly with- 
out His permission, though the prison doors 
were opened, and their bands loosed — all 
these circumstances carried the appearance of 
being supernatural, something evidently un- 
der the direction of Heaven ; and therefore 
all forced upon the jidlor's mind the truth of 
that saying, " These men are the servants of 
the most High God, which show unto us the 
way of salvation." Salvation^ then, of course, 
became the one all-engrossing subject of his 
mind; a salvation which directly related to 
that spiritual world of which he had thus 
been so wonderfully reminded ; and his haste, 
his terror, and humiliation before his prison- 
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eis, showed how much he was in eunest, 
when he called for a light, and sprang in, and 
came trembling, and fell down before Paul 
and Silas, and brought them out, and said, 
'' SirSf what mutt I do to be saved?** 

Comprehensive and universally applicable 
as this question is, we may take it up 

I. Simply as the language of important 

INQUIRY. 

A conclusion, wluch only serves to soothe 
the deceitful slumbers of conscience in our 
own case, may be drawn from the circumstance, 
that we are not surrounded by the terrors 
of an earthquake, nor have any cause to fear 
in consequence of a supposed neglect of duty, 
as in the jailor% when he concluded that 
** the prisoners had been fled,'* and that his 
own life must pay for theirs. It must, how* 
ever, be observed that^ in his case, tliete causes 
for fear had subsided, when he proposed his 
great question ; and that it only could have 
arisen from that general feeling of gvilig con^ 
scuniSHess^ which, though it long lie dormant 
as the fire in the flint, when struck by any 
alarming occurrence, immediately emits a flash 
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of thought, a gleam of reflection which shows 
the deep cause of fear in die heart, and in- 
stantaneously raises thought to God; and 
then, apprehending the realities of the eternal 
world, carries present fear into the importance 
of that salvation of the soul which shall 
secure future safety; a safety beyond the 
grave ; a safety beyond the fearfulness of a 
certain and all-decisive judgment. The feel- 
ing may be borne down for a time by worldly 
excitements or be very much silenced by 
deeper plunges in the crowded scenes of 
giddy and gay life ; nay, when it does occask 
ionally speak out, its voice is rendered weaker 
by repeated stiflings ; but still it will speak, 
and borrowing a more audible voice from 
outward circmnstances of alarm, it will tell 
us of the cause for fear which is found in 
ourselves; and it will remind us of a present 
Go^, to whom we are fearfully accountable; 
of an approaching judgment, where all must 
be serious, investigating, and decisive; and 
of a final state, as unchangeable as it is eter- 
nal, made up of reward graciously given, or 
of punishment justly inflicted, according to 
present doings in a world of trial. 
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The jailor then, had escaped the dangers 
of the earthquake ; but the impression of its 
terrors told him of a God whose jGrown was 
still to be feared, and whose word will shortly 
dissolve the whole earthly fabric, and shake 
every trust but that which rests on His &vour. 
So that, in truth, he had no more to fear than 
we have ; and in this case, his question be- 
comes as suitable to ourselves, as it was ex- 
pressive of his aroused fears. 

Only advert to the common state of the 
case, where, without a lively hope in Christ 
Jesus, " aU men through fear of deaths are all 
their lifetime subject to bondape;^' and let 
every man's knowledge of this sad condition, 
tell him if it be not sufficient to call forth 
this comprehensive question. Does not this 
fear amount to the feelinff o{ painftd bondaffe? 
Is it not actual bondage to present gratifica- 
tion, when any one is tempted to take an un- 
restrained fling in the sinful follies and reck- 
less allurements of gaiety ? Could you freely 
indulge in them, while this fear was in action 
on the mind ; or if you'clearly saw that death 
would, the next hour, or the next day, close 
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up those gratifications ? Is it not an every- 
day bondage, if the thought of death be so 
forced upon the mind as to rouse the least 
reflection ; if solitude make you actually feel 
that you are alone, and compel you to read 
your fears; or if anything lead you to think 
of neglected duties, and to look forward to 
the account to be given for such ne^ects? 
Is it not a common bondage, under the con- 
trol of which, people are afraid to think seri- 
ously at any time, many keeping themselves 
from a place of worship altogether, simply to 
avoid being reminded of. their real situation 
as dying sinners, and most careful to drown 
that idea in the whirlpool of forgetfulness? 
But notwithstanding this general admission, 
it is a bondage to which there may be an in- 
creasing indifference, simply because its im- 
mediate effects are blinding the mind and 
blunting the feelings ; when it is the more 
fatal in exact proportion as habits of forget- 
fulness increase, till, under the influence of 
the deepening deceitfulness of those habits, 
the case of many becomes like that of a man, 
who, seeing a dreadful gulf before him, and 
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to which the path wUch he is pursuing must 
iftevitabiy lead, ties a bandage over his eyes, 
and goes dancing on flowers, and singing 
away thought, till he unconsciously arrives at 
the fatal point, where, with one step more he 
is gone— gone with one dread plunge into 
ruin ! and when the equally unthinking by- 
standers admiringly say that he died like a 
man I yes; but like a man without a mind — a 
misnamed philosopher. 

But though this treacherous forgetfulness 
may, in a great degree, subdue the painful 
feding of guilty fear, it does not remove the 
eavae — ^it can only increase its power to be 
reaUzed in terror, when the awful realities of 
the eternal world first burst upon the disem- 
bodied spirit. The full truth of the case 
eternity alqne can throw into this picture — 
the Bible, though a revelation from that 
world, only sketches the outlines. But the 
fear of death silently responds to the truth of 
the sketches thus laid before us, and proves 
itself to be a bondage, from which nothing 
can afford actual freedom, but a satisfactory 
answer tg the question, ^' Sirs, what must I do 
to be saved 9^^ g 
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What, then, really is this fear, this feeling 
so general, so harassing in its besetments, so 
appalling in its forebodings ? Can it be no- 
thing but a fiction of weak minds, a super- 
stitious fancy, a timid idea of an overstrained 
conscience ? It is a universal consciousness 
that man is a guilty being ; ana that, until 
guilt be removed, he is not prepared to meet 
his God, into whose unveiled presence death 
immediately introduces him. *^ The sting of 
deathy^ the point with which it only can hurt 
us, "w «n," an evil of which we all are 
guilty ; " and the strength of sin,'' that which 
arms its point with terror, gives force to its 
shaft, and that direction to its aim which 
reaches every conscience, "w the law,'* by 
which every mouth is stopped, and which 
teaches the full knowledge of sin, in its na- 
ture and consequent condemnation, and im- 
pending curses. 

Is there not, therefore, ample cause to agi- 
tate the important question under considera- 
tion, and to follow it up with a ceaseless spirit 
of humble, teachable, urgent inquiry ? Can 
any one rest assured that all will be safety at 
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last, while silent misgivings are harassing, if 
positive fear is not really tormenting ? Can 
any one trust to present feelings as anything 
Uke security for the future ? Are you in short 
now in that state of peaceful safety which 
sets aside the necessity for this important 
question ? Of course, if you are in a state of 
safety, you need not be painfully concerned 
for salvation ; but are you in such a state ? 
Here is the point of inquiry, from which 
must arise the most anxious solicitude, or the 
happiest self-congratulations. But shall the 
question be altogether left as a point of mere 
speculation, the profit or loss of which we 
are content for the first vivid glare of eternity 
alone to disclose, when we are assured there, 
remains no means of repairing a loss? 
No : true wisdom suggests the immediate in- 
vestigation of our case, and a personal adop- 
tion of this question where salvation is the all- 
absorbing object. 

Why is it that you are not more happy, or 
not happy at all in your God and Saviour, 
but because you have not sufiiciently seen 
the necessity of this great question, noi; so 
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earnestly taken it up as to turn it into fervent 
prayer t And not only does the serious agi- 
tation of this question prepare you for the 
first joy in believing, but it lights up die hap- 
piness of a minister anxious for your good; 
in furnishing him with a suitable occasion tor 
opening and applying that beautiful and only 
safe answer, " Believe on the Lard Jeme Chrisif 
and thou skalt be saved,** 

The question clearly indicates 

II. A READINESS FOR ACTIOX. 

Nor can it be supposed that, for the sup- 
port of this idea, too much stress is given to 
a single word, when it is said, '' Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do ? *' In other words : 
'^ Point out the course of duty and of safety, 
and I am prepared to pursue it with all my 
soul." 

You must mark the distinction, then, be- 
tween the simple proposal of a question, and 
the disposition U) follow it up by the required 
action. Pilate started the most comprehen- 
sive question, when he said, ''What is 
truth?*' and he thus proposed it to one most 
able and most willing to have given him the 
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golden answer. But as he immediately went 
out, he received no reply ; because he evi- 
dently was not prepared to obey it, if given. 
When the spirit of inquiry is indeed genuine, 
and the object has gained its commanding 
hold upon the mind — being seen in its due 
importance, and felt in its momentous in- 
fluence — then will there be that preparation 
of soul which is ready for the reply, be the 
required exertion or sacrifice what it may. 
At the same time it must be a very deceiving 
kind of hypocrisy, to take up such a question, 
while there are staring you in the face well- 
known duties still neglected ; knowledge un- 
improved; specified conditions of salvation, 
unmet on your part ; all proving the want of 
that preparation of heart which is ready for 
simple, sincere, and prompt obedience. 

But in urging this required readiness to do, 
I must remind you, that nothing can be done 
meritoriously^ as giving a rightful claim upon 
God's favours ; though much must be done 
eonditiofially, to secure those claims which are 
amply made over in the Saviour's name, and 
on hie own terms ; and to qualify you for the 

^q2 
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enjoyment of that salvation, of which He is 
the author. It seems very natural that some- 
thing should he done in the shape oi personal 
exertion ; because, according to God's estab- 
lished course in other respects, we are thrown 
much upon personal efforts as responsible 
beings. On this account, the very rimplicUy 
of the plan of salvation is not only a stum- 
bling-block to human pride, but a frequent 
perplexity to the humble and earnest inquirer 
after truth. But the point is placed before 
us in all its simplicity by the Saviour himself. 
^^ When the people said unto him. What shall 
we do that we might work the works of God? 
He answered and said unto them, Tliis is the 
work of Godi that ye believe on Him whom He 
hath sent/^ This is^ indeed, all that you can 
do as a first step in your fallen circumstances ; 
but faith in this case, is su£Gicient to save you 
from the present danger and helplessness of 
those circumstances, and to provide for those 
works which carry on, and secure final safety. 
An illustration from common life will 
serve to make the case plain. A man finds 
himself in extreme sickness ; he knows and 
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admits his danger; and, as his only hope, 
sends for a physician in whom he can confide, 
and asks him what he must do ? The physician 
replies, '' Take^e medicine which I prescribe ; 
obey my rales in diet, exercise, and habits of 
self-denial ; and then I hold myself pledged 
for your safety." This is simply the state of 
the case, when you are called to believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation. What 
must you do ? Admit your danger in guilt 
unpardoned. Agitate, and well weigh the 
question before us. Break off your sins by 
repentance; and then place your helpless 
case in the hands of the Saviour, with that 
willingness of soal, which prepares you to 
carry into action whatever he lays down in 
precept and practice. If any will do his will, 
that is, if any one be actually prepared in his 
oum will, be willing to take His will in all its 
guidance and conditions, he shall know all 
the truth which he inquires for, and receive 
every blessing which his case requires. The 
very faith in Jesus Christ, which thus simply, 
but confidingly, places your case in his hands, 
is the living seed of the most devoted obedi- 
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ence; is the very vegetative principle of a 
future life of righteousness and true holiness; 
as much as the seed which is deposited in the 
ground for vegetation, contains in itself the 
expected tree with its branches, foliage, and 
fruit. In rightly proposing the question, you 
must be prepared to do what the answer may 
require. 

The question e^^ently indicates 

III. Most anxious solicitude. 

"What mmt I do to be saved?" What 
only can be done in a desperate case ; and 
what must be done as absolutely indi^fenm- 
bU. 

1. Our case as guilty sinners, is most ob* 
viously desperate. 

It is only on the ground of our personal 
hopelessness that the Gospel comes in with all 
its gladdening light of hope for our comfort ; 
and the more we are sensible of our guilty 
wretchedness, the more we shall be prepared 
to prize the hope thus set before us. 

Let us put the real state of the case in few 
words. Are you now in a condition of safety f 
Will your fears allow you to conclude that 
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you have no cause for alarm? Have you 
kept the whole law in all the purity of its 
spirit, the rectitude of its requirements, and 
the fulness of its conditions ? If not, what 
can be your prospects ? From the law, for 
want of the required perfection in your works, 
all hope is clearly cut off. For '' we know 
that what things soever the law saith, it saith 
to them who are under the law " — and all must 
be under it who are trusting to its conditions ; 
it therefore expresses its conditions in all its 
explicitness, " that every mouth may be 
stopped, and all the world become guilty 
before God. Therefore, by the deeds of the 
law, there shall no flesh be justified in his 
sight : for by the law is the knowledge of 
sin." And a most fearful knowledge that is ; 
a knowledge, that all have sinned ; a know* 
ledge, that all are thus brought under con-* 
demnation ; a knowledge, that all need salva-^ 
tion, but can have no hope of it from them- 
selves ; for the law once broken, must ever 
be frowning upon them, till they are safe 
from its curses. 

What is your present condition ? Is your 
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case bad up to this moment ? Can you then 
venture to rely upon it? Does it yield a 
peace arising from anything like security, or 
a hope anything likett well-grounded expect- 
ation of God's final mercy? Perhaps you 
may try to take refuge in the plea, that, bad^. 
as your case may be, you are not worse, if as 
bad, as many others. But that is nothing to 
the point for your own security ; because God 
is not going to judge you by any standard 
made out from others, but by the standard of 
purity in His own perfect mind; and for this 
purpose, that standard is embodied and placed 
before us in His revealed law ; a law which 
determines the purity of an action by the 
nature of its originating movement, the mo- 
tive, and demands unerring and uninterrupted 
obedience throughout the whole life. And 
surely, by such a law we must be found sin- 
ners ; as such we must be under condemna- 
tion ; and until we have reason to believe that 
condemnation removed, we must stand in 
hourly danger of falling under the full weight 
of the curse. And as from this danger we 
can find no safety in ourselves ; no safety in 
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a righteousness of our own, which can screen 
us from condemnation ; no safety in the pro- 
mise of a future obedience, which can make 
up past deficiencies ; no safety in a shield of 
human strength, which can turn aside the 
impending curses to wliibh we are actually 
bound over in consequence of disobedience ; 
— ^as, under these circumstances, our case 
must be admitted to be absolutely hopeless, 
until some hope beyond ourselves springs up 
to meet the inquiry for salvation, the desperate 
nature of the case requires that all the urgency 
of intense solicitude should be thrown into a 
question of so much importance. 

Hence it is clear that 

2ndly — Our case casts us entirely on those 
means which the Gospel has provided as tn- 
dispenaahle* As no other means of salvation 
can be secure, none can be required, none 
can be admitted, but those which infinite 
kindness has placed in our power, infinite 
wisdom has arranged, and in which infinite 
glory is made as conspicuous as the interests 
of believing, repenting sinners are secured. 
The Saviour said, *^ No man cometh unto the 
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Father, bui by me; " because no other advo- 
cate had sufficient holiness to meet the bright- 
ness of the Father's unsullied purity ; no other 
could present that sacrifice which was equal 
to the insults which sin had cast on Divine 
authority. '^Neitlier is there salvation in 
any other/' says St. Peter, " for there is none 
other name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved." 

But though thus stated as the only means 
by Heaven provided, we shall only see how 
far they are by ourselves absolutely required, 
from a proper agitation of the question, 
" What must I do ? " What does my case 
demand? And what is it which not only 
meets my case, but caUs for immediate atten- 
tion ? How then, if viewed as it ought to be, 
can this question be treated with that indif- 
ference which we commonly find it to be ? 
Does it not suit the case of every man, while 
unpardoned ? Are you safe ? If so, it cannot 
apply to you. But before you come to this 
conclusion, let me ask, where is your safety? 
Is it in leaving all which this question in- 
volves, in silent doubt, in cold indifiTerence, 
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in hardened forgetfulness ? Doubt must 
render all hope uncertain ; indifference in 
such a case, is rashness ; forgetfulness can be 
no security. Forgetfulness is the most com- 
mon subterfuge, but its folly is self-evident^ 
When we know that an evil day is certain, 
though yet distant, the effort to lose sight of 
it can neither retard it, nor give real security 
against its approach ; indeed such an effort 
must only increase the ultimate consterna- 
tion, Eor while we are only careful to fold 
up our fears, that day will be steadily coming 
on, borne along by the silent advances of time, 
to break upon our mistaken peace with the 
greater force and cause of alarm, like the 
sudden bursting of an unobserved thunder- 
cloud. That cloud may have been seen like 
a speck upon the far-off horizon ; but while 
we were occupied only with the gay scenes 
of a momentary sunshine, it may have been 
silently accumulating its fearful powers, until 
its rapid approach blackened the whole sky, 
and poured its tremendous peals over our 
heads. 

People study to forget that the investiga- 

H 
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tion of Tvhich they know^ must disturb their 
present pleasing slumbers. If, then, on this 
mistaken ground^ you are afraid to indulge 
the question under consideration, are reluc- 
tant to weight it in all its consequences, are 
deferring its full application to yourselves, the 
very disposition which thus influences you is 
a direct proof that your case is bad ; your 
present fears, your very shrrnkiriffs from the 
question, plainly prove your absolute need 
of salvation. Oh! be wise to-day: leaving 
all for to-morrow makes out a foolishness of 
the most fatal results. On becoming, or in 
beginning to be wise, you will eagerly take 
up this as a question which at once relates to 
all which is important. And though we 
must defer the examination of the only ade- 
quate answer, we gladly produce it, and would 
leave it on your minds in the words of. St. 
Paul, as most simple but most certainly safe: 
** Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shah be saved." 
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Acts, xvt. 31. 

" And they said, Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 

SAVED." 

The important inquiry to which these word? 
convey an adequate reply, must have prepared 
us to enter the more fully into their import. 
Indeed the beauty of an answer can only be 
seen on a proper understanding of the ques- 
tion which calls it out. And why should a 
man be supposed to be concerned about his 
safety, unless he have cause to apprehend 
danger i ** The whole need not a physician, 
but they that are sick." 

Unquestionably the Gospel contains truths 
of the highest importance to immortal beings ; 
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but if those truths do not call forth corre- 
sponding interests in our minds, it must be 
clear, either that our immortal consciousness 
is asleepi or under the deadening influence 
of thoughts whioh are given to the concerns of 
this world only. In this case, a man cannot be 
awake to life's grand purposes, nor, of course, 
to his real good. Certain it is, that the ques- 
tion which drew out the answer before us, 
involves so much in weight of interest and 
duration of consequences, that it ought to 
swallow up every other ; and, having so much 

ground for its most anxious agitation, should 

■ ■ • » 

take the lead of every other. 

That this question is treated with too 
much, if not, total indifference, is very clear. 
Some people regard it without seeing its due 
importance, because they see not the extreme 
helplessness of their case as calling it forth^ 
and then give their first concern to a nuoiber ' 
of smaller questions respecting their degree 
of danger, or how fer their own works and 
efforts can secure salvation, and other points 
of inquiry, which do not touch the main 
question ; while the pride of reason stumbles 
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at those points, and shuts them up still more 
in the entanglement of doubt. But if this 
one question, .. absorbing every other by its 
si^>reme importance, were brought to the 
Bible in the spirit of sincere inquiry, and not 
given up until we found it fully answered 
out of the Bible to our peace, it would at 
once seal the truth of the sacred Scriptures 
on all other points. Many with a blindness 
or settled indifference, which would be con^ 
sidered madness in common things, entirely 
leave this question to be answered only ia 
iMiother world ; where, we are told, there can 
be no time fof correcting mistakes, no place 
for repentance though sought with tears, and 
^' there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, 
but a certain fearful looking for of judgment." 
The question is thus put off, under the float* 
ing, indefinite, and mistaken idea of God's 
ijU^scriminatinff mercy ; an idea which suffi- 
ciently condemns itself as imworthy of God, 
and insecure for our trust, being grounded 
only on that blasphemous principle, "Let 
us continue in sin that grace may abound.'' 
. The light of Holy Scripture clearly show:s 

h2 



78 siBRMON iv; # 

tbat God intends the great questiohi pvL whidi 
now hinges the interests for eternity, to be 
settled on this side the grave ; and for this 
purpose He has provided all the necessary 
means — ^an atonement which can at once 
cover all our guilt; a light of truth which 
can now remove all our doubts ; and a chain 
of consequences resulting from the peaceful 
settlement of the question, which, in the pre* 
sent life, must have the happiest and safest 
effects. And if God has already laid before 
us the very plan which will govern His de« 
cisions in eternity, what chiuice can be sup- 
posed for a future settlement, while we know 
that the revealed -plan is now despised and 
abused, and the furnished information id 
altogether disregarded ? Men thus confirm 
their ignorance of the things which concern 
their peace, because they fear the light, and 
will not improve it ; and remain subject to 
the bondage of guilty apprehensions, because 
they will not seriously look them in the face 
now, to see the necessity of that pardon which 
can entirely disarm them of future terror. 
Indeed, the very reason which leads men to 
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prat off the grand question, as long as they 
can^ proves its necessity ; the disposition itself 
proves that they are guilty, and are afraid to 
investigate their guilt; proves that they ard 
bound over to a final judgment, but that 
diey dread its decisions ; proves that serious 
fought is unwelcome to their feelings, be* 
^^use the very tone of their feelings is not in 
^cordance with serious thought ; and they 
feel that they can peacefully indulge their 
reigning propensities only in total forgetful- 
ness of consequences; proves, in short, " that 
they love darkness rather than lights because 
their deeds are evil," evil in being without 
God, however innocent before men. 

Surely then, it must be the highest wisdom 
to imticipate the future, so far as our safety 
is concerned; and as this will induce us to 
throw the whole soul into the all-important 
question, '^ Jffiat mmt I do to he saved ?^* I 
gladly bring forward the all-suitable answerj* 
" Believe on the Lord Jesus Christy and thou 
shaU he saved.'' And the answer will be found 
fully to meet the question if we advert to • 

Its simplicity and certainty. 
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L Its simplicity* ''By grace are ye 
saved through faitb ; ** and therefore it is here 
saidi "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christy and 
ikou shaU be saved." 

But then what is the nature of this belief! 
Many have what they call faith ; but as it 
has no present sanctifying influence visible 
in their lives, it is never likely to secure their 
final salvation. There may be a historical 
belief in recorded facts, while there be no 
present expectations arising from those &cts* 
We may believe generally in the wonderful 
powers of medicine, and yet not be looking 
for its immediate healing or restoring virtue 
in direct application to ourselves ; or we may 
give full credit to the skill of a particular 
physician, without expecting his aid directly 
in our own case, But the feeling is very 
different, as you are well aware, when in sick- 
ness you actually make use of medicine in 
hope of a cure ; or put that confidence in the 
physician which induces you to place your 
life in his hands, under the impression that 
in his care you are safe, or have the only hu- 
man means of safety. Here fiEdth is confidence 



.SSRHON IT. 81 

Hn. exercise, trusting to the power of medicine 
properly applied; and reposing your expect- 
•ations on the physician, to whom you have 
'given your case. Thi& belief is not a sleep- 
ing, useless, unemployed notion, shut up in 
the mind, under the idea of some future sick- 
ness giving the only occasion for calling it 
tinto action ; but here it is in actual operation, 
making a direct application of all its resourced, 
and strictly observing the prescribed means 
for carrying out its looked-for effects. 

This may well serve to explain what it is 
to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. Now w^ 
may believe that there weu such a person on 
earth ; and that all is true which is recorded 
of His life, His death, His resurrection and 
ascension to heaven; we may also believe 
that we have some kind of interest in Him, 
and that this interest will in some way be 
found to our advantage ii^ eternity ; and here, 
veithout a serious thought beyond, we may 
repose all our hopes. This, then, amounts 
to what is commonly called faith, and with 
-which most of you may be satisfied; and yet 
in reality it is fwt faithr-r-'not the. £eiith( which 
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comes up to the standard of the<jospel — ^not 
the faith which pkces you in the way of sal* 
vation— r-not the faith which leads to any posi« 
tive application to the Saviour — ^and conse* 
quently» not the faith which St. Paul required 
when he said, '' Believe on the Lord Jesus 
. Christy and thou shalt be saved." 

As the sick man does not trouble himself, 
nor the physician with an immediate applica- 
tion, unless he should feel his sickness, nei- 
ther will a man, as a sinner, apply to the 
Saviour, till in some degree he be aware of 
the danger and helplessness of his condition. 
He must be conscious of present condemna^ 
tion, admitting that be is now exposed to the 
threatenings of the curse ; and that his guilt 
requires a covering over which can shield him 
from the just vengeance of a broken law. 
He must be cut off from all hope in himself, 
seeing that his comparative innocence among 
men, though fully made clear, may still leave 
him guilty before God ; and that obedience 
for the future, does not lessen the debt of 
guilt arising from the past breach of duty; 
while, if his hopes must rest upon his future 
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doings, he has no strength equal to the task. 
Thus convinced of sin and its danger, he will 
be prepared to trust to a Saviour, when he is 
told of one who can meet his case — his case 
of need, his case of poverty, his case of weak* 
ness. He then looks to Jesus Christ as his 
only Saviour, and only hope of salvation ; 
and, relying upon His atoning blood for the 
full discharge of his debt of guilt, confiding 
in His love as furnishing every invitation 
which his fears render necessary, and trusting 
to His truth, His ability, and willingness to 
save, he casts his otherwise helpless case 
upon His compassion, in trembling, but en- 
tire confidence ; while this confidence becomes 
lively in its hopes, unceasing in its prayers, 
unhesitating in its obedience. The act is 
simple in itself; but it constitutes the very 
qnrit of obedience ; because it is the concur- 
rence of the judgment, of the will, and of the 
affections, in making over the soul to Christ, 
to be saved by Him, and that upon His own 
conditions and as His own property. 

The SIMPLICITY of such means of salvation 
may easily be seen to be necessary 
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1 . On account of man's helplessness. 

We are naturally so oppressed with our 
sins, whether we feel and acknowledge the 
load or not, so beset by our guilty fears or 
misgivings, and so weak in all moral and 
spiritual energy, that if we had been bid to 
do ^ome great thing for salvation, our case must 
have remained altogether hopeless. If we had 
to trust to our good doings, they must have all 
the perfection which can meet God's full 
approval, and be so praiseworthy that " the 
reward can be reckoned, not of grace, but of 
debt.'* But where is the man who ccmld thus 
^^ establish his own righteousness?^^ "Fot 
Moses describeth the righteousness which is 
of the law" — and consequently the only hope 
which we can have from the law — "That the 
man which doeth those things shall live by 
them ; " though they cannot certainly be said 
to he done without all their required perfec- 
tion in motive and performance. " But the 
righteousness which is of faith," being built 
on no impossibilities, " speaketh on this wise, 
Say not in thine heart, who shall ascend into 
heaven (that is, to bring Christ down from 
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above) ? or, who shall descend into the deep 
(that is, to bring up Christ again from the 
dead.)" But difficulties, seeming or real, 
being removed to bring salvation within our 
reach, and exactly to meet our case, " The 
Word" or doctrine "is nigh thee, even in 
thy mouth, and in thy heart *' — something 
applicable to the simple exercise of present 
powers — "that is, the Word," or doctrine* 
" of faith, which we preach ; that if thou 
shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, 
and shalt beHeve in thy heart that God hath 
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be 
saved"— believing that "He was delivered 
for our offences, and raised again for our jus- 
tification." "For with the heart" — ^insin- 
cerity and earnestness of purpose — "man 
believeth unto righteousness, and with the 
mouth" — by open avowal — "confession is 
made unto salvation." The belief of the 
heart being the entire concurrence of the 
soul, is the essential point on man's part; 
while the confession of the mouth, the un- 
shrinking avowal is the outward and ex- 
pressive act; nor can the one really exist, 

I 
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without the other actually following when 
circumstances require it. 

In the early days of Christianity, indeed, the 
open profession was at the risk of a man's 
life, so that it could not have been made im- 
less the heart had been sincerely engaged; 
and though persecution, may now consist only 
in sco£& and such otherwise-harmless insults, 
a consistent confession still requires a devoted 
heart; one truly interested in those things 
which are the objects of faith ; one given up 
to Jesus Christ in its hopes and wishes. 
True faith will lead to an open and decided 
avowal, as its natural effect ; while the com* 
mon fruitless profession can be, and indeed 
is made, without any surrender of the heart 
to the object professed. And here we see 
the difference between that faith which proves 
itself to be a saving act, and that common 
lifeless notion, which passes in the world for 
faith, but is in reality nothing but a delusion. 
The ease with which people can take up a 
mere belief, and be satisfied with it, when they 
have nothing amounting to a wish for a pre- 
sent salvation from their sins, certainly leads 
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to all the heartless religion of the times ; but 
this belief cannot be the required actual &ith 
in Jesus Christ, nor need it be taken for the 
simple means of which we are speaking. 

The SIMPLICITY of the Gospel, suited as it 
is to man's present helplessness in guilt, puts 
forth a life-giving power, by which we are 
necessarily induced to live unto God, and 
have our "firuit imto holiness." Of this 
simplicity we have a fine illustration brought 
forward by the Saviour himself. '* As Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even 
so must the Son of man be lifted up ; that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish 
but have everlasting life." Now they whp 
were bitten by the fiery serpents were in a 
dying condition, enfeebled in their vital 
powers, and rapidly sinking into the arms of 
death ; so that nothing but the interposition 
of God could save them. But then some 
means suited to their feeble state, were ne* 
cessary to lead them simply to look to, to 
recognize and trust in Divine power. Con- 
sequently Moses made a serpent of brass, and 
put it upon a pole ; and it came to pass, that 
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if a serpent had bitten any man, when be fe- 
held the serpent of brass he lived. The sim- 
plicity of the means, and the wonderful effects, 
prove that the power was altogether of God; 
while the mere act of man which gave him 
the benefit of the means, though the least 
which could be performed, was a look of actual 
obedience to God's word; an act of entire 
trust in His power, and of vivid expectation 
from His aid ; it was a sincere look, and that 
look at once brought life to the dying. 

Our case as sinners, is similarly helpless ; 
and our salvation may be similarly secured. 
** The sting of death is sin," and that sting 
has struck deeply into every soul, though its 
poison, like some diseases, deadens the feel- 
ings, while it deepens its fatal work. But 
when spiritual consciousness awakens us to 
our real situation, and leads to the necessary 
inquiry, ^' What mtut I do to be saved?" all 
that we are required to do exactly meets our 
case ; when we simply, confidingly, and ex- 
pectingly, fix our attention on the Saviour 
in sincere obedience to that injunction, which 
is both an invitation and command, ^* Look 
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unto me and be ye saved all the ends of the earth, 
for I am God^ and there is none else. A just 
God and a Saviour ; there is none beside me.*' 

But the SIMPLICITY of these means was 
necessary 

2. On account of the uncertainty of time. 

]Bvery impenitent man is induced to defer his 
salvation, under the deceitful idea that there 
is time enough still in reserve in untold years ; 
when it is a truth daily confirmed by common 
events, that *' thou knowest not what a day may 
bring forth " — ^and bring forth indeed, to fill 
up the measure of a man's sins ; to cut him 
off from all further hope of salvation ; and 
plunge him into eternity with all his guilt 
unpardoned. Thus it is clear, that events of 
such importance, which may occur to-day, 
cannot be left with any safety, or show of 
reason, to be guarded against to-morrow. 
And it evidently must be the greatest rash- 
ness to push this important concern to the 
extremity of a dying hour — O what an extre- 
mity ! — because the very feeling which leads 
to this putting-off, daily increases your care- 
lessness, hardens your indifference, deepens 

I 2 
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the fibres of all your evils, and augments the 
load of your guilt! all which must render 
true repentance the more impracticable, and 
a final pardon in the same degree improbable. 
But, to meet every case of sincere and sea- 
sonable anxiety for salvation, and to suit the 
means to the unavoidable uncertainties of 
time, the Gospel comes in with its kindly 
arranged simplicity. And on this account it 
was found so immediately applicable to the 
case of the trembling jailor. Having been 
roused from his slumbers, in mind as well as 
body, by an earthquake, he might have appre- 
hended another and a more fatal shock ; and 
would it have met his case of most anxious 
solicitude, would it have served to soothe his 
alarms, would it have come up to his momen- 
tous and urgent inquiry, if St. Paul had 
simply told him to muster up to his recollec- 
tions, and build his hopes upon, his supposed 
good deeds ? To think of his charities and 
honest dealings, when all those deeds may 
have been selfish, must have been defective, 
and had only been limited to the circle of his 
fellow-men ; while that Being and His num- 
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berless claims who was then confronting him 
in terrors, had been altogether overlooked^ 
and insulted with guilty forgetfulness. Or 
could it have corresponded to a case of ap- 
prehended present danger^ had the Apostle 
directed him to form resolutions for the future 
amendment of his life ; to be less cruel to his 
prisoners, to be honest on a wider scale, and 
to go and do acts of kindness to all within 
his reach ? All this would have required a 
long course of time to come^ which must have 
left his case still in fearful doubt, because he 
then might especially feel that he could not 
be certain of an hour ! No : by a more sim- 
ple course he met the case at once; he 
brought salvation to his door; he assured 
him of it at the time, and on the spot ! And 
for this purpose he brought forward a remedy, 
which, while it most fully applied to the pre- 
sent, gave every security for the future; he 
required his obedience, but it was an obedi- 
ence which he could render at the moment, 
and the very act of which would plant in 
his soul a permanent principle of obedience. 
He preached the word of faith, which simply 
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implied an ax:t which it was in the power of 
the heart then to perform^ in the power of the 
mouth then to express. 

As this SIMPLICITY is an intrinsic feature 
of the Gospel, it must be found applicable to 
every case of present real anxiety for salva- 
tion. Our actual condition is this : if we are 
not pardoned, we must be in a state of guilt; 
for ** aU have sinned" and if guilty, the un-* 
certainty of life exposes us to the liability of 
being cut off under the full weight of con- 
demnation at any moment. Is there not 
then, in this case, sufficient cause for the all- 
important inquiry, to which the text supplies 
the only adequate answer? The beautiful 
simplicity of this plan must consequently be 
found fully suitable to the uncertainty of 
life. A man is gmlty-«.d what man, still 
in his sins, is not ? — ^if then, as his only hope, 
you hold out the necessity of his future good 
doings, you thus provide nothing to meet his 
present case, for he never can be certain of 
to-morrow. 

But in the safe application of St. PauFs 
answer^ the point to be ascertained is : does 
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the man so feel his need of a present salvation 
that his wishes amount to the restless ardency 
of real desire ? Is he now prefved in all 
the solicitude of a willing and wishful mind — a 
mind carried out by the urgency of the case ? 
Here, then, is a present offer of what he re- 
quires. Here is a salvation which sweeps off 
all the guilt of sin for the past, and breaks 
the power of sin for the future ; a salvation 
which carries the man at once to heaven, if 
his life be now demanded, or fully qualifies 
him for future obedience, if his life on earth 
be extended to a longer course. 

It is thus that the Gospel can safely offer 
a present salvation — one bringing a present 
clearance from guilt, imparting a present 
peace which seals that clearance on the mind; 
and implanting a principle of holiness, which 
gives a present security for a future course 
which carries with it its own safe-guard of 
purity. To " believe on the Lord Jesus Christy^ 
is an act of the heart, which transfers the affec^ 
tions, in transferring our hopes to Him ; and we 
well know, that the free consent of the heart 
must be followed up by the full concurrence 
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of the life. The simple act of sincere faith^ 
which saves up to the actual moment of the 
act^ contains in itself that security for the 
future, which adorns the believer^s life with 
" the peaceable fruit of righteousness.** This 
faith, like seed, contains the principle of life 
in the most simple form. And as seed, when 
deposited and duly nourished in the earth, 
will in due course cover the field with the 
ripening promise of a golden harvest, or spread 
over the plain the beautiful verdure of a ris- 
ing forest ; so equally fruitful and beautifying 
effects must result from the spiritual vitality 
of true, saving faith. 

After stating the simplicity of the plan 
of salvation thus laid down, we must notice 

II. Its certainty. This point will be 
perfectly clear at the first view, if we only 
remember that, on all the security of Divine 
authority, it is said, '^ Believe and thou shalt be 
saved." God cannot require either a trust in 
defective means, or an attempt at impossibili- 
ties. He no more expects us to save our- 
selves without a power previously given for, 
and then concurring with, the effort, than He 
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calls us to make use of means^ to which He 
denies the supposed efficacy, and the ex- 
pected effects. But, by His appointment, 
the most unmeriting conditions may claim 
the greatest good promised to those condi- 
tions, the simplest means must secure a sav- 
ing effect, where Divine power is the agency 
in operation. In the brazen serpent there 
could have been no natural efficacy, nothing 
which could possibly cure the poisonous bite 
of the living serpents. But Ood had ap- 
pointed it to call into exercise the faith of 
the dying ; and on the condition of that fedth 
to give them life ; because it was faith, not 
in the serpent of brass, nor in the power of 
Moses who lifted it up, but in the truth of 
the declaration : ^^ It shall come to pass that 
every one that is bitten^ when he looketh upon it, 
shall live.'^ 

At first sight, or on a hasty view of the 
subject, according to ordinary conceptions, 
nothing like certainty may be seen where sal- 
vation is supposed to depend upon faith^-no 
connexion between faith, a simple and silent 
act of the mind, and salvation which clears 
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the soul from all condemnation, and is ex- 
pected to become visible in all the practice 
and uniform habits of a life of holiness — ^no 
connexion between a mere voKtion of the 
heart which excludes all human merit, and 
which we are called to make when we can 
have no hope from ourselves, and that reno- 
vating work which imparts peace to the 
troubled conscience, and brings forth all the 
peaceable fruits of righteousness. But the 
certainty in the act of faith arises from the 
certainty of the appointment on which it is 
founded, that having all the security of divine 
authority. 

It is, however, well known that a silent act 
of the mind is capable of putting in motion 
all the powers, and controlling all the habits, 
of the body — that the simple volition of the 
heart is the main spring of the most uniform 
actions which are visible in our lives. That 
faith in Jesus Christ must rest on something 
certain, to meet every guilty fear, and dispel 
every painful doubt, when it sees in His 
sacrifice a dignity of person and an unsullied 
innocence of character in combination, which 
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can more than atone for human guilt. And 
in taking hold of this atonement on the pre- 
scribed conditions, there must be safety, fully 
up to the moment when such &ith is brought 
into exercise ; so that we have only to make 
ourselves sure of the authority which we have 
for faith in the divine declarations, promises, 
and assurances, and then we may be certain 
of the present salvation, for which we are 
looking in believing expectation. 

But we have the certainty of this salvation 
confirmed in the actual experience of all who 
have trusted to these simple means, from the 
days when the doctrine was first published, 
to the present hour. St. Paul, in preaching 
to the jailor, could appeal to himself as a 
living confirmation of that which he made 
known. He could well declare it to be " a 
faithful saying," having so far proved its truth 
that in the belief of its worth he had counted 
all but lost for Christ ; in the energies which 
it inspired he had gone forth preaching it, in 
the face of insult, sufiTering, and death ; in 
the gladness which it awakened he had sung 
praises in the midnight gloom of a prison] 

K 
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feeling himself^ though a prisoner, happier 
than an emperor; and in the power which it 
imparted, he found calmness under the earth- 
quake's shock, which had awakened all the 
terrors of his keeper; so that to him he 
could say in full confidence of its security, 
** Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and ihau 
shalt be saved.'* 

Yes, " that which we have seen and heard," 
felt the power, and enjoyed the happiness of, 
declare we unto you ; publish we with all 
the confidence which experience has con- 
firmed in our own case ; and vouch for under 
all that weight of self-interest, where our 
own souls, as much as yours, hang upon the 
truth of what we tell you. Can you have 
confidence ih men of other professions, where 
it is supposed that experience qualffies them 
to undertake the cases and causes which you 
place in their hands ? And must similar ex- 
perience be denied to ministers of religion, 
and the same confidence be refused them, 
where the point has demanded from them 
more sacredness in the examination of it, 
while the consequences of falsehood or uu- 
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&ithfulness are more serious to them as well 
as to you ? Admit us to be sincere ; allow us 
to say that we hassard our souls on the truth 
of what we tell you ; and in the reality of 
our own peace, out of the fulness of our joy, 
on the strong assurance of truth, we repeat 
the apostolic declaration : '' That if thou shalt 
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and 
shdU believe in thine Iieart, thou shalt be saved.'^ 
But the case of every one who does thus 
really believe in his heart — with the full con- 
fidence of his soul, and the entire concurrence 
of the affections — witnesses directly to the 
CERTAINTY of . this salvation ; because his 
faith obtains that safety from present con- 
demnation, which becomes sure ground for 
the free operation of a transforming power — 
a power which remoulds the whole character, 
rectifying the motives, refining the feelings, 
and effecting such a saving, and evidently a 
decisive change, as gives true promise of final 
salvation. Such a change must be puzzling 
to worldly views ; nor can it be accounted for 
on worldly principles; while *'the natural 
man*' sees not the actual connexion between 
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faith and salvation ; for this one plain reason, 
he knows not what reed faith is. A change, 
however, is visible. The man, once all gaitj, 
is become decidedly godly ; though formerly 
thoughtless on the most important points, he 
is now rationally serious; instead of living 
only for this world, you see him acting with 
another always in view ; and though he be 
represented as the gloomy, he is silently 
envied, as the happy ^ the really happy, man. 
In truth, he is saved from all tormenting 
fears, and has obtained ^'joy and peace in 
believing." To show his case in few words, 
he has found '' beauty for ashes, the oil of 
joy for mourning, the garments of praise for 
the spirit of heaviness." 

If, then, this change cannot be accounted 
for on the ground of worldly principles, mo- 
tives, feelings, rules of action, and sources of 
enjoyment ; it is clear that something above 
the world has brought it about; and when 
the man who finds himself the subject of it, 
is conscious of a happiness which is superior 
to anything before realized, and feels himself 
under the control of new motives, new feel- 
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ingSf energies, and delights, he can rest as- 
sured that " the spirit of glory and of God is 
upon him/' and savingly working in his heart, 
working unto the perfect day, while he con- 
tinues watching unto prayer. 
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Acts, xvi. 33, 34. 
*' And he took them the same hour of 

T|I£ night, and washed THEIR STRIPES; 
AND WAS BAPTIZED, HE AND ALL HIS 
STRAIGHTWAY. 
And WHEN HE HAD BROUGHT THEM INTO 
HIS HOUSE, HE SET MEAT BEFORE THB , 
AND REJOICED, BELIEVING IN GoD WITH 
ALL HIS HOUSE." 

Having very fully considered the important 
question of the jailor, and the appropriate 
answer of St. Paul, we are naturally led on 
by the narrative of this interesting case, to 
notice the immediate effects of the doctrine 
contained in that answer; effects which 
clearly prove that the faith through which we 
are saved, is a life-giving, peace-imparting, 
joy-inspiring principle — ^a belief of the heart 
which leads to a confession of the mouth, and 
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shows forth the praise of its author, not only 
with our lipsy but in our lives. 

What is commonly but certainly most er- 
roneously, called faith, is its own witness, and 
establishes its own falsehood, by its want of 
a living influence ; as much as ' a dead tree 
shows its real condition by the bareness of its 
branches, the absence of both leaves and fruit. 
We may repeat the idea, that faith, as recog- 
nized in the sacred scriptures, is like the 
simple principle of life in seed, which only 
requires proper nourishment, and the due 
course of concurring favourable circumstances, 
to bring out to perfection its expanding, 
fruitful, and beautifying powers. 

And that what the jailor understood to be 
a true belief in Jesus Christ, and what he 
immediately put into exercise, was of this 
nature we clearly see by 

The sincere avowal of his faith — 
The promptitude of that avowal — 
The kind treatment of his prisoners 
— ^and 

Tub joy arising from his believing in 
God. 
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I. The SINCERE AVOWAL of Hs faith. 

" He was baptized, he and all his straiffht" 
way.*' And to this he at once consented^ in 
the face of all the persecution, which, he well 
knew was the common lot of Christians ; and 
from which his prisoners were then suffering. 

It is very easy for a man to pride himself 
on his supposed faith ; to lull himself to a 
dreamy train of present indulgence, under 
the common notion which supports the bare 
Christian profession. But, then, that notion 
clearly gives out the idea, contrary to St. 
James's rule, that faith may exist without 
works ; that it need not be expected to be 
shown by works; that it may be a notion 
harmlessly asleep in a man's breast, not dis- 
turbing his ease or worldly inclinations, not 
requiring painful sacrifices, or any kind of 
effort more than what we see others displaying 
around us, and not giving a dimness to earthly 
glories by too much thought about the things 
above; a faith which does not trouble our 
neighbours by too strong a light, reflected 
upon them from the consistency of our cha- 
racter ; nor trouble ourselves by casting the 
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truth so brightly upon our path, as painfully 
to show us those duties which we would 
gladly avoid. Such a faith easily suits itself 
to the present state of things in common life ; 
because it does not interfere with the man's 
own worldly indulgences, nor does it excite 
the ill-will of others by appearing more per- 
fect than theirs. But is this the faith which 
theT Gospel calls for; that which God can 
impute to us for righteousness : that through 
which, by His grace, we are saved ? Is it 
anything like a rational conviction of a rightly 
informed mind ? anything like the sober de- 
cision of a sound judgment? anything like 
the spontaneous effort of a sincere heart ? Is 
it anything of a true, a consistent principle 
of obedience, which ought to accord with a 
profession so sacred, with precepts so pure, 
and hopes so bright, as those involved in the 
very name of a christian ? If a man be really 
sincere enough to stand out from the ranks 
of this commonly acknowledged faith, he will 
be often pointed at as a hypocrite ; but let 
the truth be carried where it justly applies, 
and it must be seen that a more complete 
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system of hypocrisy, a more direct denial of 
professed principles, cannot be conceived, than 
that notion which the world approves and 
honours with the name of Christian belief. 

Ill these days it is deemed such a disgrace 
to be supposed not to have this kind of faith, 
at least, that it is assumed on many insincere 
grounds. Indeed, it is easily seen, that if a 
man has no faith in Christianity, you -can 
have no faith in him, only so far as you can 
bind him by his own selfish interests. His 
boasted word of honour, or supposed and 
seeming amiability, are known to be only 
like cobwebs, when it suits his convenience 
to break through them; so that even the 
actual infidel will often be glad to screen 
himself under the name of a believer. But 
in apostolic times, the profession of Christi- 
anity was a garment not so easily put on, not 
so lightly worn. Baptism was the most so- 
lemn pledge of faith, the most deliberate act 
of self-dedication; an open avowal of loyalty 
to Christ ; a " being buried with Him into 
death ; " a willing participation in all the scan- 
dal of His cross ; a dying with Him in spirit 
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to earthly glories, that it might prove a rising 
to "newness of life," to a newness of motive, 
a newness of principle, a newness of hopes 
bright and blooming, with the unconceived 
glories of another world. Here, then, must 
have been a careful counting of the cost ; and 
a mind made up to all that was implied in 
the cost* So that in such a profession, the 
heart must have been truly engaged, or the 
life could not have been so unhesitatingly 
devoted. In this case, faith must have been 
a well-informed conviction of truth ; a con- 
currence of all the pure emotions of the soul; 
an entire devotedness of the heart in the 
spirit of sincere obedience. 

But though, in our days, persecution 
amounts to little more than the harmless 
sneer, or the chance of some little worldly 
inconvenience, it still sufficiently proves that 
" the carnal mind," from which it springs, 
" is enmity against God ; " and continues to 
bear our St. Paul's assertion : " Yea, all that 
will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer 
persecution." While, however, it is too tame 
really to hurt us, shall we be afraid of its 
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threatening shadows? Shall we forget the 
all-animating smile of Him who is not only 
the sun of all true glory, but the shield of all 
security, and in whose name we have a host 
for our aid, a banner to inspire real bravery, 
all that is bright to exult in ? Well, then, 
may we regard the sneering laugh of the un- 
godly as the harmless wind, or the frown of 
the worldly as the passing cloud before the 
sun, and all the injury we can suffer but like 
the momentary pain from the bite of an insect 
of a day. Knowing the weakness of all which 
can be against us, and the superabounding 
strength of all that must be for us, we may 
enter into the triumphant confidence of Peter 
when he says, "And who is he that will 
harm you, if ye be followers of that which is 

good r 

Even supposing your profession to embrace 
nothing but the empty, cold, dead letter of a 
christian's name, into what cause were you 
supposed to be baptized; and in token of 
what did you receive " the sign of the crosSj^ 
but that thereafter ye should "not be ashamed 
to confess the ^aith of Christ crucified, and 
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manfully to fight against sin, the world, and 
the devil; and to continue Christs' faithful 
soldier and servant unto your life's end." And 
whether it be the observance of the rite of 
confirmation, or simply the common boast of 
the christian name, and the avowed respect 
for religious ordinances ; all, or either, must 
'have bound. you over to, and still hold you 
responsible for, an open, courageous, practi- 
cal, and. consistent confession of faith. As 
many, indeed, " as desire to make a fair show 
in the flesh " — to stand well with the world — 
readily court its favours, at any risk of christ- 
ian consistency, " lest they should suflTer per- 
secution for the cross of Christ." 

The truth of the case, then, may be put in 
few words. Real faith, that which only can 
be recognized as such, is grounded on such 
views of the supreme value of the blessings 
flowing from the cross, that a man is willing 
to pay, as well as to count, the cost for them, 
gladly braving persecution on their account, 
" esteeming the reproach of Christ greater 
riches than the treasures," in favour or wealth, 
which the world holds out. So that such a 
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feith, fiill of its bright objects, only anxious 
for the joy set before it, is prepared to glory 
in the cross, by an open confession of. all its 
claims upon our lives, enduring its insults, 
despising the shame, and counting all but 
loss for Christ. On the other hand, the truth 
equally lies in few words. If our belief, and 
the obligations of our baptism, be not carried 
out to a courageous confession of Christ and 
him crucified, as the model of our profession 
as well as the ground of our hope — as our 
rightful master, whose will we consult, whose 
word is our rule, whose life is our pattern, 
and whose favour our highest prize — if our 
confession shuns the cross and seeks the favour 
of the " many," there can be no real faith in 
the case — no living belief of the heart to 
awaken true devotedness, visible in obedience 
of life. 

We have immediate evidence of the sin- 
cerity of the jailor's baptism, when we notice 

11. His PROMPTITUDE in sealing his faith. 

^^ He took them the same hour of the nighty 
tmd was baptized^ he and all his straightway.''^ 
The circumstances by which he had been 
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roused, were too serious to be trifled with; 
the question in which he had expressed his 
anxietj^ was too momentous to be deferred ; 
and the answ%r which he had received was 
too satisfactorily to the point, too fully 
met his case at once, to be treated with 
indifference, to be left to the hazard of a 
future, an undetermined, and uncertain com- 
pliance. 

And is there nothing in these circumstances 
more or less applicable to ourselves ? If we 
have not been alarmed by an earthquake, are 
we not liable to ten thousand alarms ; or have 
not our earthly hopes, our worldly securities, 
been shaken by unlooked-for events ? Have 
not dear friends, or the very idols of our 
souls, been fearfully suspended between life 
and death by sickness ; or have not we 6ur<i» 
selves been thus hung on a breath, trembling 
over the grave ? Has the f alue of your souls 
never been forced upon your consideration ; 
and have you never been led to weigh the 
loss, to vow and pray to secure the gain, in- 
volved in salvation? And have you not 
heard the gracious offers of a present salvf^r 
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tion ? But what then ? Have you believed 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, with a direct view 
that you might be saved ? Or, with the fatal 
wisdom of the world, have you been extract- 
ing poison from the balm of Divine mercy, 
by persuading yourselves that your ancestral 
faith gives you security, renders you as safe 
as others ; and therefore you have no cause 
for alarm, no cause for a pressing application 
to the Saviour ? Where then is your faith ? 
Where shall we see its fruits ? Is your faith 
to be seen and be judged of, in putting off till 
to-morrow, a preparation for events which 
may occur to-day ? — ^in giving eager fling to 
worldly gratifications, at all risk of eternal 
consequences, when to-night your souls may 
be required, your accounts of life be called 
for, your day of trial be ended, your ever- 
lasting condition be sealed ? Does your faith 
induce you quietly to leave all future conse- 
quences to God's final mercy, while your 
present views of that mercy afford you the 
greater licence to continue in sin ; or what 
amounts to the same, to leave all preparation 
for the most serious, and most unalterable 

l2 



114 SERMON V. 

condition to all the hurry, all the painfulness, 
all the uncertainty of a last, a dying hour? 
Is this believing in Jesus Christ ? Is it giving 
Him any credit for the truth of His state- 
ments, or placing any confiding reliance in 
the veracity of His promises ? Must not even 
common sense give a verdict against this, as 
not the faith of the Bible ? 

To believe in Christ, is first simply to re- 
ceive the truth of His word, under the as- 
surance that He speals nothing but the truth ; 
and then to place our souls in His hands to 
be saved on his own conditions, under the 
peaceful persuasion of the love and faithful- 
ness of Him in whom we have believed. But 
you can have no faith in Him when He says, 
" Strive to enter in at the straight gate," and 
your conduct says, no : we will take things 
quietly, and hope for salvation, without 
striving, without troubling ourselves on the 
subject. You can have no faith in Him, 
when He declares that, " strait,' narrow, dif- 
ficult of access " is the gate," and you sup- 
pose no difiiculty, or are determined to make 
all easy ; and that " narrow is the way that 
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leadeth unto life," yet you will have it broad ; 
and though he adds, " few there be that find 
it," you look upon the " few " as only render- 
ing themselves singular, to be laughed at ; and 
therefore, contrary to His statement, suppos- 
ing the " many " to be in the safest course, 
you are determined to cast in your lot with 
the crowd. It is worse than trifling to say 
you believe in Him, when He solemnly in- 
troduces His statement with, " Verily, verily " 
— amen, amen — -"Except a man be born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God ; " 
and you conclude that there tnust be excep- 
tions to this rule — anyhow, that your natural 
heart is good enough ; that the nature in 
which you were born, and whose propensities 
you obey and foster, will surely qualify you 
for Heaven. 

" The truth, as it is in Jesus," demands 
the most implicit confidence in Him; the 
entire surrender of our souls to His present 
mercy, to His present grace to save, to His 
present clearly revealed conditions of disciple- 
ship ; and all demand promptitude — prompti- 
tude is indispensable; because the soul of 
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man is too valuable to be risked upon the 
uncertainties of to-morrow } life itself is held 
too much upon the uncertainty of a day ; and 
a day is too uncertain in its continuance to 
be trifled with ; while a present salvation^ if 
treated with a present neglect, which is no- 
thing but a present insult to Divine mercy, 
can promise no future repetition of its offers. 
In the case before us, what was necessary 
to be done, was done immediately, " the same 
hour of the night ; " what was too important 
and too pressing to be deferred, was straight- 
way attended to. Here was faith directly 
admitting the truth, and consequently, it was 
faith in vigorous operation — " the heart be- 
lieving unto righteousness, and the mouth 
making confession unto salvation." 

But we shall find still more conclusive evi- 
dence of the living power of faith, when we 
consider 

III. The KINDNESS which it inspired. 
'* He took them the same hour of the night 
and washed their stripes. And when he had 
brought them into his house, he set meat before 
them:' 
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There is in human nature a certain sensi- 
bility which easily makes a display of kind- 
ness in relieving distress ; when, because it is 
too painful to the feelings to listen to tales of 
woe, the readiest way to remove the burden 
from our minds, is to dismiss the objects 
from our sight, with a trifle out of the pocket. 
But this is done more from that selfishness' 
which leads a man to consult his own ease, 
rather than from that love towards the suf- 
ferers which sympathizes with their wretched- 
ness. And much of the hospitality of the 
world is little more than a show of kindness, 
whereby a compliment is paid, under the full 
expectation of the like, or its equivolent, 
being returned. 

But Christianity inspires a very superior 
sensibility — ^one best expressed by the Greek 
word (ffvfiirqew) to suffer with, the sound, almost 
as fully as the sense, being expressed in our 
word sympathy — a feeling under which the 
kind emotions of the soul respond, like the 
chord of an aeolian harp under the touch of 
the lightest breath. It is a pure modification 
of benevolence which is made up of *' bowels 
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of mercies, kindness, and humbleness of 
mind." 

The mind soon assimilates itself to the 
object which it admiringly beholds ; but this 
assimilation must be more fully carried on 
by the very eflTort to " believe the love that 
God hath to us." That love appears so amaz- 
ingly condescending in stooping 'to raise us 
from our wretchedness in guilt ; so pure in 
its motives, in blessing u3 when we could 
have no claim upon it ; so rich in its favours, 
as to humble us by the very load of its boun- 
ties ; that we cannot believe its application 
to ourselves,' without feeling that compassion 
awakened towards others, which clearly sees 
that all which we possibly can do for them 
must come infinitely short of that love which 
has noticed us^ with its tender regards in our 
sins. But when " the love of God is actually 
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost 
which is given unto us," love itself becomes 
the residing influence in our breasts, refining 
every feeling, regulating all our sensibilities, 
and so remoulding the entire soul, that to do 
good becomes a habit and a delight. 
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As that only can be a faith unto salvation, 
where " the heart believeth unto righteous- 
ness," we see that the jailor's was of this 
nature, and how soon it puts forth a trans- 
forming influence, as its effects were im- 
mediately manifested in the sympathy, humu 
lity, and benevolence of his newly awakened 
kind feelings. 

His SYMPATHY. " He took them and washed 
their stripes," He had just before, either 
from the same wild cruelty which the multi- 
tude had displayed, or from oflScial severity, 
which often knows nothing of "bowels of 
mercy," thrust them into the inner prison, 
and made their feet fast in the stocks ; and 
now we see him pitying their sufferings, 
which had been unjustly inflicted, and by 
himself harshly aggravated, and gladly doing 
what he could to mitigate and allay them. 
What a change of conduct ! Whether from 
reverence from their sacred commission as 
" servants of the most High God," or from 
gratitude for having pointed out to him " the 
way of salvation," he is clearly brought under 
a saving power which remoulded his soul to 
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all the tenderness of sympathizing kindness. 
Then look at 

His HUMILITY. *^ He washed their stripes.^* 
Whether this was done by himself^ or by the 
hands of others, it was literally his doing, 
prompted by that refined and spiritualized 
humanity which could look into suffering, 
mingle in true fellowship of soul, and render 
its aid for the removal of pain. Pride fre- 
quently shackles kind feelings. Many think 
they should like to do good, if it could be done 
in their own way ; without tasking their ease , 
or their exertings, and working further on 
their sympathies; without touching their 
pride, by stooping to humble offices, conde- 
scending to the meaner walks of life, and ap- 
pearing degraded in the opinion of a vain 
world. But as the most humble office of 
kindness is honoured by the example of Him 
who sealed His humiliation by the shame of 
the cross, the jailor's faith in Him inspired 
that humility which stooped to wash the stripes 
of his prisoners. In addition to this, we see 

His BENEVOLENCE. "And when he had 
brought them into his house he set meat before 



"^ 



SERMON v. 121 

them.'' This was evidently done from that 
kind thought which looked into all circum- 
stances of the case. From their previous 
cruel treatment, and long fasting, the apostles 
must have been much exhausted ; this fact, 
then, could not be overlooked by that tender- 
ness of feeling which is ever wakeful in its 
sympathetic aid. 

Christian charity is, indeed, a vigilant prin- 
ciple, ever open to the appeals of niisery, 
ever ready to weep over, and meet them in 
aU their wants. And to see that this is pe- 
culiarly, di Christian feeling, we have only to 
look at its operations in the world, where we 
must perceive that it displays as many form$ 
of kindness, as human woe exhibits features 
of misery and want. " Love," thus seen in its 
true character, manifesting its own nature, 
putting forth its pure, patient, godlike ener- 
gies — "love is of God;" and as everyone 
that thus really "loveth is bom of God, and 
knoweth God," it must be clear that the faith 
which brings this feeling first into being, and 
carries it into active operation, must be a 
living principle, like the vegitative life in 

M 
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seed ; but where this spirit of godlike and 
uniform kindness is not displayed^ the sup- 
posed faith can be nothing but a lifeless^ a 
fiddtiousy and fruitless notion. 

As further evidence of real faith, let us 
briefly advert to 

lY. The JOY which it brought to the soul. 

" He rejoicedy believing in Gad.'' " Joy " is 
mentioned as one of the peculiar "Jruits of 
the Spirit,'' immediately associated with ^ love 
and peace ; " and is frequently spoken of in 
the apostolic epistles^ as a direct result of a 
living belief in Jesus Christ, and as the com* 
mon privilege of actual believers — ^^ peace and 
jay in believing" appearing as intimately con- 
nected as cause and effect. Can joy be sup** 
posed to result from the satisfactory answer 
to an important question — a question em- 
bracing the widest consequences, and affecting 
the deepest interests — and the answer fully 
meeting the case, clearing up every doubt, 
sweeping away every fear, and making sure 
those interests which had awakened the most 
trembling anxieties ? What rational ground 
for joy, then, must there be in a present as- 
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surance of salvation ! And though the sim- 
ple announcement of the good tidings of sal- 
vation should call forth a joyous feeling, the 
exercise of that faith, through which a per- 
sonal interest in salvation is made secure, 
must be followed by that gladdening glow of 
peace, by which St. Paul says: ^* We joy in 
God through our Lord Jesus Christy by whom 
we have now received the atonement,^^ 

In this case not only is that load of con- 
demnation, which hung like a dead weight 
upon all the risings of joyousness, removed, 
so that we can recognize the presence of God, 
like looking into the smiling face of a recon- 
ciled Father ; but all those misgivings are dis- 
pelled which insinuated disquiet into our 
reasonable earthly joys ; and all those fears 
are banished which beclouded all prospects 
for eternity. Having peace and a new rela- 
tion to God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we are brought into a state of grace and 
favour, which forms that sure ground on 
which we ^* stand, and rejoice in hope of the 
glory of God;*' the prospects thus opened 
before, us being as boundless as they must be 
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bright. And to invigorate the present enjoy- 
ment of our blissful anticipations^ the Apostle 
says, "Now the God of hope fill you with 
all joy and peace in believingi' that ye may 
abound in hope^ through the power of the 
Holy Ghost." 

Joy, then, is the privilege, and may become 
the actual possession of every believer; and 
we are dishonouring the Saviour, as much as 
we are depriving ourselves of the fruit of our 
pardoned state, when we pray not, and expect 
not, and from these causes enjoy not, the 
gladness of believing. 

It must, therefore, be certain, that the 
faith which sees not as its privilege, nor enjoys 
as its portion, the gladness of salvation, must 
be misinformed, or not informed at all in its 
views, feeble in its exercise, only dreamy in 
its visions, and dead in all which constitute, 
first principles. 

Having separately considered iiie spreat 
question,. the suitable answer, and the effect 
of that answer upon a believing hearty we may 
more clearly perceive, that a proper view of 
the question must originate all enjoyment in 
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religion, by awakening our anxieties for 
safety, invigorating our desires for peace, and 
calling forth that solicitude for a present sal- 
vation, which must prepare for rightly be- 
lieving in the Lord Jesus Christ — a. believing 
which must maintain a sanctifying influence, 
and bring forth the peaceable fruits of righte- 
ousness. Weigh well the question, " Jfhat 
must I do to be saved?** and that will prepare 
for the answer, and for all the happiness 
which that answer can impart, and all the 
holiness which that answer can inspire, and 
carry on to perfection. 
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1. John,. IK 11^. 



" I WRITE UNTO YOU, LITTLE CHILDREN, BE- 

. •-. ^ .. :• '. . ; 

CAUSE YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN YOU FOR 

HIS name's SAKE.'^ 

The blessings realized by the .first Christians, 
are commonly so. much considered. as exclu- 
sively belon^^ng^ to the days: of: miracles^ as . to 
lead to the conclusion thatmany of their privi- 
leges must have passed away with, the circum- 
stances which, called for miracles and peculiar 
privileges* But4surely, very little observation 
can be required to perceive: what is simply 
the scaffdlding; and what is the main building 
in the erection of which the scaffolding is 
only a temporary structure; while in the 
building itself, we may clearly see, from the 
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perfection given to its several parts, what is 
intended to be permanent, as a provision for 
the accommodations and comforts of its future 
inhabitants. Miracles, then, were merely 
the scaffolding employed in building up the 
church of Christ ; and those members of the 
church who stand most prominently before 
us, were simply workmen, honoured by their 
e^nployment. But were ''all apostles? all 
prophets ? all teachers ? all workers of mira- 
cles ?" St. Paul himself asks these questions 
to show the Corinthians, that, as they did 
not all sustain these distinguished offices, it 
was clear that such honours were not essential 
to their indwidual good; while there were 
privileges of a more general interest, and 
constituting a permanent blessedness for the 
Church ; and these he urged them to '' covet 
earnestly as the best gifts." And, to lead 
them to this, he proceeded to point out the 
''more excellent way," when he enlarged on 
the beauty of personal and practical religion, 
in the different amplifications of love. 

The apostolic epistles lead us directly into 
the interidr of God*s spiritual house, the 



SERMON VI. 129 

Churcb ;: and show us the internal accom- 
modations which were intended to be the 
lasting privileges and enjoyments of. all the 
menibers! of the household. A nd, as by care- 
fully reading the epistles^ we best understand 
what were the great blessings. of Christianity, 
most; fully enjoyeid in its .earliest days; but 
atthesam^rtime ^find no restrictions, which 
in the. least.limited those, blessings to its first 
days, we mu$t conclude that; like its Divine 
^Author, the Gospel is "the. satae yesterday; 
to-dayy and for lever.'- 

. As the consequence of not searching the 
Scripture^^ peiiiaps mo.promin^nt blessing, ojf 
the Gospel has been more .misunderstood^ 
than the doctrine of forgiveness as a, present 
privilege; as one to be now? enjoyed in the 
most satisfactory '.consciousness that it has 
actually taken place, with everyone who fully 
relies on the atonement ; . as one felt in that 
serenity of soul which evidences " peace with 
God," which only could arise from this point; 
one seen in those " fruits of the Spirit," which 
only could be produced in that freedom of 
soul and. enlargement of heart in which we 
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can say, " O Lord, 1 will praise thee : though ' 
thou wast angry with me, thine anger is 
turned away, and thou comfortest me." 

The text, however, furnishes an idea which 
especially deserves our notice. St John is 
addressing three general classes, which seem 
to embrace the different stages of Christian 
experience, "little children,*' in their first 
joys ; " young men," in the vigour of their 
strength ; and *' fathers," in the maturity of 
their knowledge. And it is to be particularly 
observed, that forgiveness is spoken of as 
the privilege and attainment of the^it class. 
He, therefore, writes unto them, because, 
even in their case, a sufficient groundwork 
for spiritual proficiency was already laid ; in 
them the first cheerful motives of obedience 
were awakened; and they were involved, 
with " the young men and fathers," in pre- 
serving the pure interests and high sanctity 
of the Church. 

Let us, then, look more fully into 

The character ; 

The PRIVILEGE; and 

The ground of the privilege. 
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I. The character — " litik children.** 
This was St. John's favourite term, not 
only for expressing the deep interest which 
kc felt in the whole &mily of Christy but for 
pointing out their teachableness, simplicity, 
and characteristic purity. In the text, how- 
ever, he evidently applies it to the ^st Oage 
of experience* And here, while it suggests 
the teachable disposition required for the 
attainment of this experience, it shows the 
necessity of attending to the JirU stage ; of 
preserving the proper order, and of seeing 
that we do set out at the regular point ; so 
that the whole work may thus proceed with 
safety, according to established rule ; for a 
regular advancement through the whole chain 
of subsequent attainment, and for the security 
of perfection in the end. If a work be not 
commenced at the proper point, it is well 
known that the whole is in danger of being 
rendered imperfect. And for the same rea- 
son, in spiritual things, we shall be erroneous 
in our conceptions, miscalculating at every 
step, and perhaps never feel, or never appear 
to feel, really in earnest. A good foundation 
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is essential for Uie security of the whole 
building. And a perfect acquaintance with 
the letters is indispensable in our attempts 
to learn a language. As in the case of trainc 
ing a child, the spiritual man must go through 
a regular scholarship. He must begin aa 
with the alphabet, with the most self-evident 
and essential truths. And the first lesson to 
be made clear to his comprehension is, that, 
wan If a sinner — a point not to be admitted 
in general terms, without the trouble of in- 
vestigation, and the honesty of personal ap- 
plication; not to be taken up according to 
popular opinion; not to be applied only to 
cases of gross and well-known (siminality ; 
but a lesson, to learn which effectually, we 
must submit to the Divine Spirit as our 
Teacher, take the Bible for our text-book, 
and consider thoughts, inward as well as out- 
ward actions, as main points of character 
^ich must be weighed in the balance of 
truth, and be scrutinized in the light of 
hpAVPTi. Yfis. nnd thia one lesson, properly 

;ation of the heart ; 

ght where we view 
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ourselves under the penetrating survey of 
God; and clearly understood as proving our 
ease to be hopeless without an application to 
the Saviour; — the one simple lesson, that 
man is a sinner^ effectually comprehended by 
each, will produce all those child-like disposi- 
tions, that humility, teachableness, and sin- 
gle-minded sincerity, which bring down the 
pride of reason, break the pride of the heart, 
awaken real anxiety of inquiry, and carry out 
the true spirit of a simple scholar in the 
school of the Gospel ; and thus centring the 
thoughts on the Jirst point of actual blessed- 
ness, the FORGIVENESSOF SINS, the CHARACTER 

in the text will be realized, that of " little 
ekildren^^ in the family of Jesus Christ, whose 
privilege and real portion it is, to have their 
"sins forgiven for his name's sake.^^ 

As laying down a first principle, an indis- 
pensable requisite, ** Jesus called a little child 
unto him, and set him in the midst of them," 
to illustrate His doctrine, and said, "Verily I 
say unto you, e^ept ye be converted and 
become as liitle children, ye shall not enter 
into the kingdom of heaven/* The simplicity 

N 
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of a child's feelings very strongly indicate 
those dispositions which only can prepare for 
the enjoyment of any Gospel blessing. And^ 
surely, a proper view of our sins must awaken 
considerations of sufficient weight to bring 
down every proud feeling to all the simplicity 
of child-like meekness ; while the importance 
of that knowledge, which furnishes the pros- 
pect of pardon, must inspire all the anxiety 
of child-like teachableness. 

Having noticed the character of this 
class of Christians, let us consider 

II. Their privilege. — "I write unto 
you, little children, because your sins arefm^ 
ffiven you." 

'^The forgiveness of sins'* is constantly 
repeated as a point of belief, without being 
much realized as a present blessing; and 
the reason for this will be found very much, 
either in the circumstance that i^ejirst lessen^ 
that man is a sinner ^ has not been properly 
studied ; or in the want of suffiident informa- 
tion respecting the frivileoe itself. On 
this last point, I wish now to fix your atten- 
tion ; that you may see from the New Testa- 
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ment how much it is made a prominent fea- 
ture among the living beauties of Chmliamty ; 
and then perceive how fully it is so recog- 
nized by the Catholic Church, as to be placed 
before us in all its freshness at the present 
day, and to be found running most vividly, 
as it does, through the whole of our regular 
service. And perhaps many will be surprised 
at the body of evidence which may be brought 
forward, but which they have overlooked. 
Indeed, the difficulty is to know where to 
restrict our selections ; for we need not at- 
tempt so much to collect evidence, as to select 
the shortest and most pointed passages from 
the mass which lies before us, in the Bible 
and Prayer Book. 

There is this important circumstance which 
should be always kept in mind, that whatever 
spiritual blessings were experienced before the 
days of Christianity, were to be more clearly, 
more fully, and more generally enjoyed, as 
common privileges of the Church, under the 
dispensation of Jesus Christ; because His 
was the ** more excellent ministry^'* and Him- 
self the Mediator of*^ the better covenant which 
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was to be established upon better promises** 
than anything which had been enjoyed before. 
We need not stop at this point to see what 
was previously enjoyed; but we find that 
after Isaiah had given a glowing picture of 
the Saviour's reign, he says, ''And in that 
day thou shalt say, O Lord, I will praise 
thee : though thou wast angry with me, thine 
anger is turned away and thou comfortest 
me." It must be clear, then, that this lan- 
guage expresses a consciousness of God's 
anger beinff turned away; and that this is 
language to be adopted under the full bless- 
ings of the Gospel. And what is further to 
the point, in consequence of this removal of 
the Lord's displeasure, and as the most satis- 
factory evidence of such removal, here is 
comfort expressed, as so vividly felt, so glow- 
ing in its joysy and so soothing in its influence, 
that it was well known to come only from a 
Divine source. A nd on the ground of Gospel 
privUeges, so brighaj beaming on the pro- 
phet's visions, he says, " Therefore with joy 
shall ye draw water out of the wells of salva- 
tion." 
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Now, then, confinmg our views to the 
Gospel, let us try to sound those wells ; that 
we may ascertain something of the depth of 
their water, its living properties, and inex- 
haustible spring. It is said of the Baptist, 
the immediate forerunner of the Saviour, that 
he was commissioned to " give knowledge of 
salvation by the remission of sins;" and 
by the light of his preaching to '^ guide the 
feet of the waiting Jews into the way of 
peace.*' And in the memorable conversation 
of Jesus Christ with two of His disciples 
after His resurrection. He runs througli the 
whole chain of figurative and plain prophecies, 
"written in the law of Moses, and in the 
prophets, and in the psalms, concerning Him- 
self," " opening their understanding that they 
might understand the Scriptures ; *' and show- 
ing them that it clearly " behoved Christ to 
suffer, and to rise from the dead the third 
day,'' for the very purpose " that repentance 
and REMISSION of sins should be preached 
in his name among all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem" — ^beginning with offers of the 
benefits, purchased by his blood, at the very 

n2 
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men whose hands were stained with it, as 
His murderers ; and, on that accounti more 
absolutely required the saving application of 
it to their consciences. So when St. Peter 
found that they were " pricked in their heart," 
by his dose reasoning on this, their national 
crime, and were so far prepared for these gra- 
cious oJBPers, he said, *^ Repent and be bap- 
tized every one of you in the name of the 
Lord Jesus for the remission of sins, and 
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost " 
— « gift which proved itself the evidence of 
FORGIVENESS. And, when he afterwards 
charged the same crime on the whole council, 
he said, "Him hath God exalted with his 
right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour ; '* not 
only " to give repentance to Israel,** but also 
'^FORGIVENESS OF SINS." On another oc- 
casion, the same apostle shows that it was the 
glorious theme of the Gospel, and reserved 
for Gospel times, saying, " To him give all 
the prophets witness, that through His name, 
whosoever believeth in Him shall receive re- 
mission OF sins." 

When St. Paul takes up this subject, we 
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find him sfiying to the Jews, '* fie it known 
unto you, men and brethren^ that through 
this man is preached unto you the forgive- 
ness OF SINS : 'and by him all that believe are 
justified £rom all things fi:om which ye could 
not be justified by the law of Moses." And 
in his noble defence before Agrippa, he says 
that he was sent to the Gentiles, '^ To open 
their eyes, and to turn them from darkness 
to light, and from the power of Satan to God 
— ^that," as a main end of his commission, 
"they may receive forgiveness of sins." 
In his great epistle, in which he brings for- 
ward the leading doctrines of the Gospel, this 
prominently stands out to view, and casts the 
warm tints of a heavenly glow over all the 
others ; so that it is difficult to confine our- 
selves to only a few passages, when the whole 
chain of the author's reasoning so continually 
implies, or expresses it, as the result of the 
atonement of the Redeemer. As " all have 
sinned, and come short of the glory of God,** 
*' by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh 
be justified in the sight of God.** Neverthe- 
less, a gracious provision is made for our case. 
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which amounts to our ** being justified freely,^' 
or entirely cleared from guilt, by His grace, 
through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus : whom God hath set forth to be a pro- 
pitiation through faith in his blood, to declare 
his righteousness for» or as it appears more 
properly rendered, by, or through {9ia) " the 
REMISSION of sins that are past;** because as 
it takes place solely on the ground of the full 
value of the atonement made by His blood, 
the actual remission of sins is a fuU declar- 
ation of the Divine righteousness, or justice, 
in demanding from our surety the full penalty 
which our sins had incurred, to keep His law 
sacred ; while it equally shows Him to " be 
just, as the justifier or clearer of him which 
believeth in Jesus ; " because in his case, faith 
makes the worth of the atonement the be- 
liever's own, as a sum paid down to his ac- 
count; and as fully equal to the demands of 
the law against him for past transgression. 
Justification, then, being afidl clearance from 
guiU, he says, that, as the fruit or evidence 
of it, "We have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ: by whom also we 
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have access by faith into this grace wherein 
we stand" — stand in the clear light of God's 
countenance, the bright favour of heaven— 
" and rejoice in hope of the glory of God." 
And after much reasoning to carry out this 
view, and its happy results, we have this 
statement : ** There is therefore now no con- 
demnation to them which are in Christ Jesus." 
So that it must be clear, that where there is no 
condemnation^ theremusthave been a full par- 
don of guilt, an entire " remission of sins." 
In bringing forward further scriptural evi- 
dence of FORGIVENESS, as a present privilege, 
let us briefly refer to two of St» Paul's smaller 
epistles, where it is remarkable that he uses 
the same wordsj to express the same idea, in 
each. Having alluded to Jesus Christ, he 
says, ^' In whom we have redemption through 
His blood, the forgiveness of sins." And 
then, in each epistle he brings forward a 
powerful argument for the exercise of mutual 
forgiveness among ourselves from the fact, that 
believers in Jesus have received forgiveness 
from God. To the Ephesians he writes, 
'^And be ye kind one to another, tender- 
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hearted, forgiying one anotheri even as God for 
Christ's sake hath forgiven yaa.^^ Urging the 
same duty on the Colossians, he says, ** For- 
giving one another, if any have a quarrel 
against any: even as Christ forgave yim, so 
alio do ye.*' 

I trust this is sufficient to prove that for- 
giveness was an actual, and clearly-ascer- 
tained, present blessing ; fully enjoyed in the 
early days of the Church, when men were 
most simple and sincere in their faith, most 
in earnest, and of course made happy in their 
privileges. And before we can come to the 
conclusion that this blessing was intended 
miy for the days of miracles, or extraordinary 
times, we must find some passage in the New 
Testament which limits it to those times. 
But as no such limitation can be found, ap- 
plying to any time under the reign of grace 
by Jesus Christ, we are fully borne out in 
the present application of St. Peter's words : 
^^ The promise is unto you^ and to your chil" 
dren, and to all that are afar off,** still beyond 
us in distant ages, '' even as many as the Lord 
our God shall call.** So clear, indeed, is it, 
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that this privilege was not intended to be 
confined to apostolic times, that, in every age 
of the Church, it has flowed on, giving the 
glow of enjojnnent a living power to Christian 
exertion, the full beating of a healthy pulse 
to the noble deeds of iaith, and true anima- 
tion to practical godliness. Yes, it lighted 
up the flame of the reformation, inspired the 
martyi^s heroism, and has left the ymit of 
the martyr's soul still breathing in the forms 
of devotion which we are in the constant 
habit of using. 

To catch, the inspiration of their living 
comfort, let us endeavour to look into the 
meaning of those words which our regular 
service puts into our lips. 

At the very commencement of that service, 
we are most properly exhorted " to acknow- 
ledge and confess our manifold sins and 
wickedness ; " and to do this, " with an hum- 
ble, lowly, penitent, and obedient heart." 
But, as this is not to seal us up the more in 
hopeless guilt by our own confession, we 
must keep in view its real '' end^ which is, 
'^ that we may obtain foegiveness of the same 
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by infinite goodness and mercy.'* Then in 
the confession, to which we are exhorted, we 
are led to intreat God to ^^have mercy upon 
UB, miserable sinners;** and not simply that 
he would ^* spare them which confess their 
&ults/' but ** restore them that are penitent ;'* 
which restoration evidently implies such a 
recovery of the Divine favour as beams upon 
us the light of God's countenance, gives that 
peace which is the consequence of pardon, 
and enables us to '^rejoice in hope of the 
glory of God ; " while we are empowered to 
plead for this restoration " according to pro- 
mises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesu 
our Lord ; " which pleading will be found to 
accord with the tone, and the terms of the 
Gospel, as well as with the expectations 
awakened by the expressed promises which it 
publishes abroad. And, in farther accord- 
ance with these promises. He "hath given 
power and commandment to His ministers," 
in their very commission to preach the Gos- 
pel, " to declare and pronounce to His people, 
being penitent, the Absolution and Re- 
iMissiON of their sins.*' In execution of this 
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commission, we preach these glad tidings to 
excite and quicken your expectations ; and 
pronounce, not only the conditions, but the 
virtual privilege of Absolution and Remission, 
when we say: *'He pardoneth and ab- 
soLVETH all them that truly repent, and un- 
feignedly believe His holy Gospel." And 
here you should observe the form in which 
this pronunciation is made ; for it does not 
simply convey the idea that He wiU pardon, 
only at some future period ; but that He is 
in th6 act or habit of doing it now, in every 
case of true repentance and unfeigned faith — 
" He Pardoneth and Absolveth" — ^which 
plainly speaks of the present time. 

In fact, the main comfort of the doctrine, 
if not the comfort of the whole Gospel, turns 
on pardon being made a J9r6«€n/blessipg. If 
we have so to wait for it as to be altogether 
referred to a future world, we must, in some 
degree, be kept in the dark, and so far be in- 
volved in uncertainly ; and then, in addition 
to the painf ulness of doubt, a load of present 
condemnation will be pressing down the en- 
ergies of the soul, some shadow of God's dis- 
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pleasure will damp the warm emodons of the 
heart ; and, not being cheered by the liffki of 
His cauniemmee, a continually impending 
cloud must be darkening all the risings of 
heavenly joys. But when we feel that the 
load of condemnation is remoyed, and that 
God*s frown is exchanged for the light of his 
fiEtvour, we must be conscious that the whole 
scene around, with every feeling vnthin, are 
changed ; we shall find that what was gloom 
is become brightness; that where was fear or 
doubt, is humble, yet peaceful confiddbce; 
that what was all toil and a task, is now the 
labour of love rendered in gladness ; that God 
is known to be ^^ The Author of peace, in know- 
ledge of whom standeth our eternal life," and 
that "His service" is thus ^^ perfect freedom." 
It can scarcely be necessary to go furth» 
into the language of our service on this occa- 
sion, for a very cursory observation will show 
that a present and dearly ascertained pardom 
is either prayed for, and expected, or implied, 
as the root of all peace and comfort ; and the 
point at which that spiritual vigour commen*- 
ces which enables us joyfully to "sing unto 
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the Lord, and heartily to rejoice in the 
strength of our salvation." One of our col- 
lects is, however, so conclusively to our point 
that it may well he produced, furnishing, as 
it does, this comprehensive prayer, '^ Grant 
we heseech thee, merciful Lord, to thy faith- 
ful people PARDON AND PEACE, that they 
may be cleansed from all their sins, and serve 
thee with a quiet mind." And hence it is 
clear, that pardon must precede the blessing 
of peace; while the two are so intimately 
connected, as to form the basis of the further 
happy union, where purity of feeling and 
quietness of mind animate the spirit of all 
service to God. And while our Liturgy 
expresses so much which is directly essential 
to our peace, it confirms the expectations 
with which prayer should be invigorated^ say- 
ing that '^ Almighty God doth promise that 
when, two or three are gathered together in 
his name he will grant their requests ; " and 
then closing with this hopeful, but submissive 
language, " Fulfil now, O Lord, the desires 
and petitions of thy servants, as may be most 
expedient for them, granting us in this world 
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This name, however, is not to be viewed 
as simply giving its weight to make up your 
deficiencesy thrown into the scale with your 
imperfect merits ; because this would be on 
the supposition that your works are in some 
degree worthy of Grod's acceptance ; and all 
that you want is a better namb than your 
own, merely to present them in. But this 
plan must prove itself as unavailing as it is 
evidently erroneous. Here we see the pride 
of human nature still attempting to make out 
its own praise. It is saying that you are 
willing to share the honour with Jesus Christ, 
on the ground that after all he only lends you 
his NAME. No: that name must be every 
thing in its own dignity, every thing in the 
shape of worth, every thing in the weight of 
its sacred pretensions. As a simple illustra^ 
tion, suppose a man in the greatest poverty 
either brings a large claim against one of 
wealth, or urges a request for an extensive 
loan ; while the claim be proved to be totally 
unsupported by the poor man*s pretensions, 
the loan may well be refused on the ground 
that his name could be no security for the re- 
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payment. But suppose the poor man pro- 
duces a paper signed by one whose claim is 
most extensive, and can not be denied, or 
whose security is too sacred to allow the 
shadow of a doubt ; the case, then, is entirely 
changed. The name thus brought forward 
is every thing required. It claims all that 
is demanded, or is sujBicient security for 
the loan requested. This leads us to the 
ground on which it is said, ^^ Your sins are 
forgiven you for his name's sake ; " because 
it is for the sake of his name who said, " AU 
that the Fattier hath are miTieJ'* So that, al- 
lowing the extremity of your unworthiness, 
admitting that you have not the shadow of a 
plea, except so far as the wretchednesis of your 
spiritual poverty appeals to Divine mercy, 
can it be supposed that there is any thing in 
the depths of Infinite goodness which the 
name of our Advocate cannot claim, or which, 
if essential to our good, we may not venture 
to ask, when he says, ^' Verily, verily I say 
unto you, whatsoever ye shaU ask the Father in 
MY name he wUl give it you.'* And when the 
Saviour first furnished this warrant for our 
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prayers, he said, " Hitherto ye have asked no- 
Mng in my name : ask, and ye ehaU receive, 
that yowrjoy may be fidl/* 

Sureljy then, this scriptural view of our 
subject ought to awaken the liveliest interest 
in your breasts, especially when you take into 
the account that all real peace, all cheerful 
obedience and actual comfort here, not less 
than safe and lively hopes for eternity must 
depend upon the pardon of sin. Peace 
must be the happy enjoyment of that state, 
in which, it is said, " There is now no con- 
demnation." That obedience which has 
^'respect to all God's commandments" will 
be effectually awakened by the impression 
that " we love Him because he has first loved 
us." That only can be viewed as substantial 
comfort whose gratefiil language is, ^^ O Lord, 
I will praise thee : though thou wast angry 
with me, thine anger is turned away, and 
thou comfortest me." And that must be ^'a 
lively hope," and " maketh not ashamed" in 
its prospects or animating power, which is fed 
by the conviction that " the love of God is 
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost 
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which is given unto us." And all this imply- 
ing the FOROiYENESS OF SINS OS the privilege 
of " littk children " in the family of Christ, 
from feeling its desirableness we must see its 
attainableness, when the Saviour has not only 
given us the credit of his name for our au- 
thority in asking, but laid down the certainty 
of success, in saying, *' Ask, and it shall be 
given you : seek, and ye shall ^find : knock, and 
it shall he opened imioyou. For every one that 
askethy receive th ; and he that seeketh,ftndeth ; 
and to him that knockethf it shall he opened^ 
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1 John, ii. 12. 

"Your sins are forgiven you for his 

name's sake." 

The point which this verse has already fur- 
nished an occasion for considering most fuU^ is 
" the forgiveness of sins," as a blessing to 
be realized in all ages of the Church of Christ. 
The passages which were produced made it 
clear, I trust, that the truth of it runs entirely 
throughout the New Testament. And, con- 
sidering how fully it enters into the spirit of 
all religious comfort, the language of our 
regular service was adverted to, that we might 
see how far it was so recognized by our 
branch of the Catholic Church, as a privilege 
now to be enjoyed ; and there we must have 
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seen it pointed out as the main end for i^hich 
we are moved to confessiony and the ground 
on which the penitent can be said to be ^'re- 
stored;" while it must have been as clearly 
perceived to be prayed for, with expectations 
which, we beg, may now be fulfilled ;- and 
supposed to be the only foundation of that 
peace which enables us to '* serve God with 
a quiet mind," — " the peace of Grod which 
passeth all imderstanding/* and which only 
can ** keep our hearts and minds in the know- 
ledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord." 

But while St. John clearly shows that this 
blessing was enjoyed at the yerjjirst stage of 
Christian experience, he lays before us the 
only ground on which it can be expected, 
when he says, '^ Your simarefarffivenyoufar 
His Tuxme's sake** — ^for the sake of His name, 
of whom he hath thus spoken : '^ If any man 
sin we have an Advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous: and he is the 
propitiation for our sins." 

This important truth now claiming our 
special consideration, we must notice 
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I. The worth of His name as the 

GROUND OF FORGIVENESS. 

In all its originating movements, not less 
than its personal application, pardon must 
ever be an act oi Divine mercy; and yet the 
favour, thus bestowed upon sinners, becomes 
the greater, when made an act of justice as 
we find it to be, by the arrangement between 
God and the " one Mediator, the man Christ 
Jesus." 

St. Paul brings forward this view, as the 
leading idea of much of his reasoning in the 
Epistle to the Romans, when he speaks of 
Christ Jesus being '* set forth a propitiation 
through faith in his blood, to declare God*s 
righteousness for," or through («ia) " the re- 
mission of sins that are past : that he might 
be just, and the justifier of him which be- 
lieveth in Jesus." The fears of the true 
penitent are mainly excited by a view of 
God's justice; and of the claims of that 
justice, which he finds never can be met and 
satisfied in his own person. Under these 
circumstances, the only appeal which he 
thinks can be made, must be to Divine mercv. 

p 
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But while God is open to such an appeal. He 
has provided a full vindication of His original 
righteousness in forgiving sin ; and made it 
an act of juttice to the person who became 
our propitiation, in the case of every believer. 
By doing so, He has both "magnified the 
law, and made it honourable,'' and ren- 
dered it more certain that we *' have a strong 
consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay 
hold upon the hope set before us." 

The ordinary idea of justice among men, is 
so much kept alive only by the sanctions of 
law, and a sense of superior authority, that 
there would be ver}' little actual-justice, from 
the mere love of it, if man could hold himself 
perfectly free from all such restraints. It is, 
therefore, commonly supposed, that God, 
heing free from all superior authority, can be 
under no obligation to a sense of justice ; 
but must be at perfect liberty to exercise 
mercy, independently of everything in the 
shape of law. This, however, is erroneous. 
It may be the opinion of the Deist, and his 
half-brother the Socinian, but cannot be the 
view of the Christian. It is contrary to the 
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self-evident fact, that God is under law; 
beinff a law to Himself: His own perfections 
constituting an inviolable law. He is under 
the law of character, as a perfect Being; 
binder the law of truth, pledged in His word, 
given out as it is ; under the law of rectitude, 
involved as it must be in His government of 
moral creatures ; under the law of holiness, 
to which sin must be ever hateful. Had He, 
then, violated law in these cases, by showing 
mercy without any regard to justice. He 
would so far have weakened the moral obliga- 
tions of His creatures, by publishing injustice 
in His own Person, in His own conduct. 

The simple state of the case, then, is this : 
viA could not have been governed as moral 
beings, without law; but having broken 
through its restrictions, we are actually 
bound over to its expressed and well known 
curses. And as it were impossible for us to 
pay anything like a price to redeem us from 
those curses ; so it is equally hopeless for the 
most perfect future obedience, to form any- 
thing in the shape of a balance against past 
transgression. We stand under the entire 
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forfeiture of eternal life, on account o£ past 
guilt; and under the utter impossibility of 
fulfilling the law in future, as the conditions 
of life ; so that death is our only due. God 
then determines to display His mercy in our 
case, so as to rescue our forfeited lives. But 
this must be done in a manner which shall 
confirm His truth, already pledged, as it is, 
in His threatenings against sin ; and uphold 
the high sanctity of His justice, for the se- 
curity of His wide government ; and especi- 
ally to secure more certainly the future obe- 
dience of those very creatures, who are thus 
made the subjects of present mercy. God 
could no more break down the sanctions of 
His rectitude, than He could falsify His 
word. He, therefore, throws Himself be- 
tween the curses of His violated law, and 
those beings, who, having sinned, have in- 
curred them. He takes that nature which 
can so far lay itself open to those curses, as 
actually to " taste of death ; " that " by means 
of death," He might pay down the price re- 
quired for " the redemption of the transgres- 
sors." Only the human nature in the person 
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of Jesus Christ could so taste of death ; hut 
the union of the Divine, gave it all that dig- 
nity in its worth-, which rendered ** the one 
obligation of himself once oflTered, the full, 
perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and 
satisfaction for the sins of the whole world.** 
A less price could not have been found to 
meet the demand; for no mere creature 
could pay it ; but the very dignity of that 
price constituted it more than equal to the 
sins of the whole world. It is commonly 
said that our sins must be infinite, because 
committed against an infinite Being ; if so, 
it is clear that an equal price has been paid. 
But without investigating this idea, of this 
we can be certain, that our sins are the acts 
of only finite creatures, while the atonement 
is the a/ct of the infinite Being ; so that we 
can no more limit its worth, than we can 
suppose Infinity itself to be limited. 

So fully, indeed, hath Christ " redeemed 
us from the curse of the law, by being made 
a curse for us,*' that taking our stand on the 
worth of His atonement, we may confidently 
say, '* Who is he that condemneth, since it 

p 2 
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is Christ that diedi yea, rather is risen again " 
— arisen as a proof that the price had been 
amply paid ; *^ who is even at the right hand 
of God*' — ^there as our price fully honoured : 
*^ Who also maketh intercession for us ; " and 
in doing so, in the case of every penitent be- 
liever, puts in an actual claim for mercy, in 
right of the blood which has been offered. 

In consequence of this arrangement in the 
councils of Heaven, the Gospel now furnishes 
us with a view which is too much overlooked, 
and too little understood ; and which, indeed, 
may very much stagger the humble and self- 
despairing penitent; which is, that we can 
now look for forgiveness on the ground of 
justice; justice in no shape to our doings, 
but positive justice to the namb of Him who, 
having been " delivered for our offences, and 
raised again for our justification," transfers 
the value of His name to the cause and case 
of the believer. Justice, demanding the full 
payment of the debt which the law held 
against us, is met by the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus ; and then justice, in demand- 
ing the free release of those for whom such 
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ample payment was made, shows God to be 
jiLSt in the cuit of justifying him that believeth 
in Jesus. The particular point of view on 
which our attention should be fixed, as ex- 
hibiting the WORTH of the Redeemer's name, 
is where we see the full value of His sacrifice 
coming up to our case at every point where 
we are guilty by actual transgression, and 
found defective by the want of absolute merit 
in our works. Hence our Prayer Book says, 
that it is *'His meritorious cross andpassion, 
whereby alone we obtain remission of our sins, 
and are made partakers qf the kingdom of hea^ 
wen." 

To show the weight of this glorious name, 
and the justice which it must ever claim, as 
the ground on which we rest the success of 
our petitions, we may borrow a familiar il- 
lustration from a commercial arrangement. 
There is this simple peculiarity where money 
is deposited in safety, to be occasionally 
drawn upon as circumstances may require, 
that the poorest man may present an order 
upon it without his poverty in the least affect« 
ing the value of such order: it is the name of 
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the person who makes out the order, whicii 
is valued upon, and honoured according-Iy. 
The order, at the time when it is presented, 
may be the property of the poor man, given 
to him from pure charity, solely on account 
of his poverty ; but, still the name affixed 
gives it all the weight of a just claim when 
presented ; the truth of the signature is the 
point which authorizes the demand in all its 
force. This simple illustration will fully 
apply to our case, when in our spiritual pov- 
erty, we ask anything, and everything, which 
our case may require, in the name of Jesus 
Christ, our advocate and security in heaven. 
Whatever may be the wants of our case, we 
have the most unquestionable warrant to ask, 
in full expectation of receiving, when He 
Himself has said : " Verily^ verity ^^ or more 
literally, according to the language in which 
His words were first given : ** Amen, amen^ — 
which places His assertion on the most sacred 
ground of truth — " fV/iatsoever ye shall ask 
the Father in my name. He wiU give it you.*" 

Now the general cause of failure, in that 
faith which is commonly professed, may be, 
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that it amounts to no more than a traditional 
and historical belief in the general truth of (lie 
Gospel; without coming up to that confiding 
trust on the value of the Redeemer's death, 
which enables the penitent believer to rest 
assured, that there his debt must be paid, 
while His NAME must be an authorized 
warrant, in virtue of which he can " come 
boldly unto the throne of grace, that he may 
obtain mercy " — mercy which otherwise could 
recognize no. application; but which must 
freely operate in "the forgiveness of sins" 
^^for HIS name's sake." 

But we must notice 

II. The HONOUR of His name as a reason 
of forgiveness. 

Here a twofold idea is suggested : the se*- 
curity which it gives to our petitions, a?id its 
own security against future abuse ; for when a 
name is already of sufficient worth to pur- 
chase all honour, it would be a shameful per- 
version to transfer its sanction to that which 
is in itself disgraceful. 

To explain the first idea, I would again 
borrow an illustration from commercial trans- 
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actions. You well know that a bill is said 
to be dishonoured, when not accepted by the 
person on whom it is drawn* The rejection 
in this case griyes out the idea, that either the 
property, or the word of him whose name it 
bears, is not sufficient security ; and then the 
non-acceptance becomes injurious to the 
man's general credit and character in future. 
But, as not a shadow of such dishonour could 
be cast upon the Saviour's name at the throne 
of God, when duly presented, it is for us to 
see that we never reflect discredit upon it by 
our doubts, by hesitating to trust the full 
weight of our suit to its worth, or not to rest 
all confidence of success upon its unquestion- 
able credit. A sinner's name — ^man's charac- 
teristic name — ^is too far deprived of all credit, 
to carry any petition to heaven ; is too far 
disgraced already, to do more than expose 
us to rejection and speechless confusion; and 
in this hopeless condition, we had all been 
for ever involved, had not a name, all glorious 
in itself, become our passport of prayer, our 
plea for forgiveness, our seal for the security 
of our hopes, and the success of every peti- 
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tion. The name of Jesus Christ has so far 
purchased all honour in heaven^ as to form 
the theme of its highest anthems, and must 
become incense most acceptable to God to 
the most imperfect prayers of the most un- 
worthy supplicant at a " throne of grace." 
And one feature of its credit is the high hon- 
our which it has obtained as the surety of re- 
penting sinnersy the advocate of the otherwise 
hopeless. 

What was it that cast the chief glory 
around the character of Jesus Christ on earth ? 
In the greatness of His miracles, the wisdom 
of His sayings, and the holiness of His whole 
life, all honour was justly His due. But the 
beauty of most living glow in His character 
is seen, in His being the Saviour of sinners, 
the Helper of the helpless, the Hope of the 
despairing, and the Life of the dying. And 
what cast around Him the crowning glory of 
all was His pure, spontaneous, condescend- 
ing, and sympathetic compassion; for the 
more helpless the wretchedness, the more 
keen were His sensibilities, the more prompt 
His aid, the more awake His care and readi- 
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ness to afford relief. And because the true 
features of His cbaracter at this point were 
misconceived and not at all understood. He 
said : ^* Go ye and learn what that meaneth, 
I will have mercy and not sacrifice : for I am 
not come to call the righteous, but sinners to 
repentance." The greater the case of vnretch* 
edness, the more praiseworthy must be the 
compassion which undertakes to relieve it; 
and the more unworthy we really are, the 
more honour in the work of pity must be 
due to the name which affords us its influence, 
its credit, its claims, and interceding pleas. 
And since the glory of Jesus Christ, in the 
character of the Saviour, consists ^^most 
chiefly in showing mercy and pity," clearly, 
the greater our need, the more must His 
honour be concerned in relieving it ; and the 
more we honour His name by making it our 
only plea, and recommendation of our prayers, 
the more sure are they of an answer from 
heaven, whenever presented in His name ac- 
cording to the auftiority which He has given 
for the use of it. No name of ours can be 
recognized in heaven, otherwise than for con- 
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demnation : all must be cast out as void of 
all worth, and all trust, and totally unworthy 
of respect. But not only " the glory which 
He had before the world was/' but the weight 
of credit, purchased by the value of His 
death, has already secured all honour to His 
NAME before the eternal throne, and must 
give effect, must claim a hearing, must gain 
an answer to every prayer, which presents its 
requests, and urges its pleas in that name, as 
its only authority for asking. 

But there is another sense in which the 
lumour of the Saviour's napie is involved in 
our forgiveness. We well know that when a 
name has attained all honour by its own 
worth, it has gained too much dignity to lend 
itself to anything which would disgrace it. 
While then, the name of Christ has sufficient 
worth in itself, to procure for us the most 
complete forgiveness, and must ever be ho- 
noured for that purpose, when we make it 
our only plea at .the throne of grace, in the 
very nature of the favour which it thus ob- 
tains for us it has every security for its future 
honour. 

Q 
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It is a common, but most mistaken idea, 
that ^' the forgiveness of sins/* so gratuitous^ 
to us that it is obtained in virtue of anoiher^s 
good name; a privilege so free in its condi- 
tions and rich in its favours, so unmerited by 
those who can have it for only asking, and 
so near diat it can be made a present enjoy- 
ment ; that such forgiveness, so free, so full, 
and so easily found, must hold out the 
greater license to sinful indulgence, and give 
the wider latitude to the vain hope of a final 
forgiveness, though the whole life previously, 
may have been an unbroken course of im- 
penitence. This is not simply a mistake, 
but, in common, a wilftil pervenUm of "the 
truth as it is in Jesus." And this perversion 
may arise both from that ignorance which 
leads people to make assertions without the 
trouble of examining their grounds, and from 
that confidence in which they venture to 
" speak of those things which they know not," 
and which have been allowed to remain alto* 
gether above their experience. 

But the Divine arrangement for the for- 
giveness of sin as much secures th^ honour 
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of the Saviour^ as it does the peace and im- 
mediate comfort of the guilty. Its first and 
most indispensable condition is repentance ; a 
repentance, the groundwork of which, is that 
brokenness of heart, which will not be com- 
forted mitil the Lord speak comfort; and 
that humiliation of soul which brings down 
every idea of self-consequence ; a repentance 
which bums with that abhorrence of the past, 
and that present devotedness of the spirit, 
which rend the nerves of rebellion, break all 
compromise with sin, and at once lead the 
penitent to surrender himself with all readi- 
ness of spirit to God's future service. Look 
next at the unshakling, the real emancipation 
of spirit, which must be felt when the burden 
of guilt and tormenting fear is removed by a 
gracious forgiveness, which brings in its train 
every motive which gratitude can inspire, and 
all that devotedness where a man feels that 
his whole life is bought with a price past 
computation. 

When we look to the law, and bring our 
works to its standard, remembering that it 
is spiritual, and takes cognizance of thougktsj 
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not less than of outward actions^ we soon 
come to the conclusion tliat God is a " hard 
master;'* and, as we cannot possibly lave a 
hard master, we only serve Him from fear. 
In this case, every duty is reluctantly at- 
tempted ; every task is a painful toil ; every 
surrender of inclination is an irksome sacri- 
fice ; and all we think we do for God is a 
burdensome service, made up of all imper- 
fection, being impure in motive, unwilKng^ in 
spirit, deficient in performance. Indeed^ 
''the natural man" would never think of 
attempting to serve Him, only it cannot be 
denied, that His eye is upon us ; to Him we 
must be accountable, while He holds the 
power to punish or reward. But let the 
'* broken and contrite heart" taste fbrffivinff 
love, and that love is felt as a glow of life 
which sets the heart at liberty from its guilty 
suspicions, brings the affections into the most 
delightfril tone of operation, and, perhaps, 
it can only tell its first joys by tears bright 
vidth the gladness of sincere gratitude* 

In this happy release from a tormenting 
consciousness, you perceive that a new feel* 
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iiig must be quickened into operation. If 
we are seeking God's favour by our meritori- 
ous doings, we are slavishly working, that we 
might live as the reward. But if we first 
^ain forgiveness, we are thus made to live 
that we might loork as the effect of being 
actually alive, A writer of the present day * 
thus speaks very much to the point. " The 
Gospel carries in it a full and immediate 
tender* of pardon unto sinners* Deliverance 
from condemnation is not the goal but the 
starting-post of the christian race ; and in- 
stead of labouring to make good the remote 
and inaccessible station where goodness shall 
be awarded to him, he is sent on the way of 
all the commandments with the inspiration of 
one who knows himself forgiven. All are 
invited to come unto Christ, and to be in 
Christ," or, in other words, to trust to the 
worth of His name, "and from that moment 
the believer's guilt is washed away ; and a 
full deed of amnesty is put into his hand ; 
and, lightened of all his fears, he goes forth 

* Dr. Chalmers. 
Q.2 
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upon his course rejoicing. The tenour of bis 
discipleship is not that with him there is 
some future chance of pardon, but unto him 
that now there is no condemnation ; and this, 
Uke the loosing of a bond, sets him free for 
all the services of new obedience.** Sets hiiD 
free for "new obedience?" Yes; as nev> in 
its spiriti motives, and willingness, as it is 
superior to all which had been attempted be- 
fore ; and fully realizes that " God's service 
is perfect freedom.** Gratitude, awakened 
by ''the love of God shed abroad in the 
heart,'* as the consequence of forgiveness, is 
the first delighted feeling. But this 8€K>n 
ripens into that pleasurable habit, which al- 
together delights in God. And all this tak- 
ing its rise from the present enjoyment of 
forgiveness, becomes a hallowed security for 
the HONOUR of that love which so freely for- 
gives. The NAME of Jesus Christ, honoured 
on earth, by its own influence, in the legiti- 
mate effects of forgiveness, exhibited in the 
lives of those who enjoy such a favour. 

It will be still more evident, that " your 
sins are forgiven you for His name's sake," 
when we notice 
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III. The love of His name^ as the mo- 
tive FOR THAT FORGIVENESS. 

St. Paul having said diat ''God hath 
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in hea- 
venly places," or privileges, "in Christ," spe- 
cifies " the adoption of children by Jesus 
Christ to himself, according to the good plea- 
sure of His will, to the praise of the glory of 
His grace, wherein He hath made us accepted 
in the Beloved. In whom we have redemp- 
tion through His blood, the forgiveness of 
sins, according to the riches of His grace." 

The difficult question with the penitent, 
who feels true abasement of soul, is, how he 
can ever become acceptable to a Crod of un- 
sullied and all perfect purity ; when he recol- 
lects that his days have been so fully taken 
up in forgetfulness of that purity ; and that 
his best actions must frequently have been 
an insult to His pervading presence ; while, 
even now, selfishness is so much mingled with 
his very prayers, and that his repentance is 
so imperfect, that it needs to be repented of; 
and all to be washed in that blood which 
alone cleanseth from sin ; with the conscious- 
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ness of 8o many deficiencies and so much de- 
filement, with nothing in himself to recom- 
mend him, but so much to seal his rejection, 
how can his acceptance ever be secured ! But 
the question is met in all its difficulties, by 
the gracious plan by which *^ He hath made 
H» ACCEPTED IN THE Beloved;** a plan in 
which He can stoop to accept us, when we 
could never render ourselves deserving of 
His love. There is a name which the Father 
can love without any limit to His pleasure, 
which He can delight in, and which He de* 
lighteth to honour; a name which consti- 
tutes the incense which alone makes our 
prayers acceptable before the throne on high; 
a name which must ever awaken a new in- 
terest of the kindest feelings in heaven to- 
wards the repenting, the trembling, the timid, 
but returning prodigal ; a name which raises 
the loudest anthems above, and ought to in- 
spire below the skies, the most unwavering 
confidence and expectation, in asking for* 
giveness on the ground of its worth, its 

HONOUR» AND ITS LOVE. 

We well know the charm of a much-loved 
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name, in its influence upon ourselves ; how 
gladly we honour it, and hot? willingly we do 
anything we can for its sake, from our esti- 
mation of its value, and in praise of its en- 
dearments ! If then, in compassion to our 
ignorance in spiritual things, God has been 
pleased to speak to our conceptions, through 
figures taken from our well-known sensations, 
we may be sure that the truth which He in- 
tends thus to teach us, must be, like Himself, 
infinitely sacred in its securities, infinitely 
tender in its power, infinitely pure in its con- 
trol, infinitely firm under every trust reposed 
in its claims. Can we attempt to fathom the 
depths of the Fathei^s love, when Jesus Christ 
said, " JTiou hast laved me before the founder 
Han of the world?*' Then, how can we doubt 
that willingness of love to receive us in all 
our spiritual poverty^ or its readiness to for- 
give our sins, when we plead nothing but 
that name, so eternally loved, and so infinitely 
lovely still ! 

That name, then, must ever retain its 
excellence, is now giving its incense to the 
prayers of all who sincerely plead it, and 
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must now make us, in all our un^rorthinesSi 
fully acceptable throogh its owm loveliness 
with the Father! O ! what an incitement to 
prayer! What an encouragement to expect- 
ation ! And there is this one considezaticHiy 
which should enliyen expectation in our regu- 
lar service, that, almost without an exception, 
our prayers are concluded in language y^ldch 
leads us to expect that God will '* fulfiU our 
desires and petitions/* only ** through Jesus 
Christ our Lord*" 

I would hope that actual pardon is as 
clearly seen to be a pmeni privilege, as it 
evidently is the only safe foundation for peace 
of mind; while it must open those streams 
of comfort and happiness, and awaken all 
those energies and willing services which 
show that ''the joy of the Lord is your 
strength." And seeing that it is the first 
point in our Christian course, which we must 
endeavour to gain, and that we need not 
wait till we can bring something in the shape 
of a purchase of our own — ^it being already 
amply purchased by our advocate, and in His 
actual possession, as one of the " gifts which 
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He hath received for men ; yea, for the re- 
bellious also** — " let us therefore come boldly 
unto the throne of grace/' with that boldness 
which His name only can inspire, '^ that we 
may obtain inercy"-aat mercy which dis- 
penses " perfect remission and forgiveness" — 
"and find grace to help in time of need" — 
that help which can fully enable us to " keep 
ourselves in the love of God, looking for the 
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal 
Ufe." 



SERMON VIII. 



Psalm cxix. 58. 



" I INTREATED THY FAVOUR WITH MY 

WHOLE heart: be merciful unto me 

ACCORDING TO THY WORD." 



It is remarkable that ardour of pursuit is 
fully justified and admired in everything but 
religion. In worldly enterprise we commonly 
see all that ardency which induces a man to 
throw the full fervour of his soul into his 
favourite object, to feed his hopes with all 
the eagerness of desire, and to make any 
sacrifice which the success of his efforts seems 
to require. And this is thought to be alto- 
gether commendable ; and appears to throw 
the halo of merit round every pursuit. Ac- 

R 
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carding to the undertakiiig, some t^rm of 
praise is thought justly applicable to such a 
spirit; and it is set forth as laudable dili- 
gence, consistent effort, noble enterprise, or 
heroism. 

But in religion, the very same degree of 
ardour is commonly viewed as something 
originating in a weakness of conception; 
viewed as a mistaken fancy, a misapptied 
zeal, an uncalled-for exertion — a case^ in 
short, where the €fuf cannot justify the meaml 
Indeed, the only conclusion to which you can 
be brought by that spirit of indifference to 
religion, which generally prevails, is, that it 
is not of sufficient importance, compared 
with other pursuits, nor of sufficient pressing 
necessity, to demand any attention beyond 
that which is occasional, convenient, and 
agreeable to our ease and present indulgence* 
But the truth is, that, if there be any reality 
in the present influence and bright prospects 
of religion! ^^ ought to be felt as everythii^ 
of interest to the heart; everything of in- 
spiration to exertion ; demanding, in fact, the 
full application of the term enthusiasm, as it 



SBRMON Yin. 183 

is generally applied to other ardent pursuits. 
The term is quite out of place, as commonly 
given to religion, when it seems to convey 
the idea of nothing but a wild, visionary, 
fanatical zeal; a zeal not according to 
knowledge. In its true, its original mean- 
ing, it expresses the idea that the pursuit is 
in the mind^ or the mindfuBy in the pursuit 
(d^iifa/Mi — €v, 9viuii^ the sound of en thumos 
easily conveying to an unlearned ear an idea 
of the derivation of the English word. Thus 
rightly understood, we cannot have a better 
term for expressing that ardour which arises 
from singleness of effort, where the man is 
given up to one commanding object; that 
steadiness of pursuit, where the end is always 
kept in view, so that the exertions are made 
to bear upon that end ; that earnestness 
where the effort takes its character from the 
nature and importance of the end ; that con- 
sistency throughout, which only can give 
seasonable promise of reaching the desired 
object ; and which is so much exhibited and 
applauded in the various pursuits of common 
life. Only carry out ordinary principles, as 
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far as they be appUeoNef and aare demanded 
by the importance of religious pursuits ; and 
then, but not otherwise, will you come up to 
the exertions required to reach the actual 
possession of the blessings which ar^ held 
out to fidth. Then will you, as the Saviour 
taught, ** seek first the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness.*' Then will you, as St. 
Paul urges, " give aU diligence to make your 
calling and election sure.** Then, indeed, 
will you be truly contending for the Mth in 
all its glorious objects, and wiih the faith, in 
the vigour of its power — ^the faith which was 
'^once delivered to the saints;" and thus 
putting forth the efforts which their example 
so brightly recommends, you may reasonably 
look for those blessings, the truth of which 
their experience most fully confirms. 

As bringing the whole weight of its testi- 
mony in support of this course, sacred Scrip- 
ture invariably represents God as speaking 
to this effect, ** And ye shall seek me and 
find me, when ye shall search far me toWi €il 
your heart^^ Of this David was fully aware; 
as appears from what he urged upon others, 
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and acted upon himself. To others, he says, 
" Now set your heart and your soul to seek the 
Lord jour Gtid." And he knew the safe 
ground on which he was pleading, when he 
Gould say of himself, ** I entreated thy favour 
with my whole heart : be merctful unto me ac- 
cording to thy word.^ 

Carrying out this course of ardent efforts, 
combined with fervent desire, the text ex- 
presses 

The object desired, 

The solicitude displayed— and 

The ground and qualification of the 
expectation. 

I. The OBJECT desired — the Divine fa-- 
vour. 

The psalmist expresses this object by vari^ 
ous terms, all conveying his high sense of its 
value. life is well known to be a compre- 
hensive term; and hence David says, '^In 
His favour is life" — "life" implying, as it 
must, in this case, a real glow of animation, 
a substantial enjoyment, a modification of re- 
fined existence. And yet, varying the ex- 
pression, to give a more glowing view of the 

k2 
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same blessingy he speaks of ** Ood^s hming^ 
kindmutf*' as even ** beUer tium Kfe ; " because 
iife itself cannot be really enjoyed, as a ble8»» 
ing, without the Divine favour. The same 
thing is spoken of, as ^^ the light of Grod's 
countenance ; " because His favour must be 
a light, without which there will be a fear- 
ful darkness in our thoughts of Him, painful 
doubt in our expectations of heaven, and a 
gloomy feeling more or less besetting all our 
pursuits in life; a light, whidi he further 
says, had put "ffladnet» in his heart;" a 
gladness which constitutes the real good for 
which the ''many'* are inquiring in vain; 
while in his case it had abounded '' more than 
in the time that their com and their wine in- 
creased ; " a gladness, under the safe influence 
of which, he adds, " I will both lay me down 
in peace, and sleep," as though conscious of 
unbroken security: "for thou Lord, only 
makest me dwell in safety." What gladden- 
ing glow, indeed, can compare with those 
living beams which are poured into the soul 
by the light of God's countenance ? What 
the sun is to the natural world, this light is 



SERMON VIII. 187 

to the soul of man ; only on the higher scale 
of spiritual and eternal communication. It 
brightens all, surrounding beauties ; it gives 
a golden tint to every scene where'er it shines ; 
and, cheering every prospect here, it carries 
our view to one which opens beyond this 
world; beaming beyond all shades, and 
spreading beyond all bounds of space or du- 
ration. Here is a blessing which must be 
essential to the enjoyment of all things, 
*' having promise of the life that now is, and 
of that which is to come." It is thus a two- 
fold promise — the promise of a present real 
blessedness, and of one infinitely more per- 
fect, infinitely more unbounded. Banishing 
all our fears, as the light of Divinb fa- 
vour must, at the same time it enables us 
to rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory;" a glory where all is brightness, all 
enduring in its blissfulness. Thus we realize 
what is meant when it is said : 

" The opening heavens around us shine 
With beams of sacred bliss." 

And, in this case, the earth glows with 
beauties of a new interest ; life has a thou- 
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sand new animations ; the grave loses all its 
terrors, and brightens up as the mere passage 
where mortality is swallowed up of life ; and 
all beyond the grave is viewed as certai^ in 
its good, found cheering in anticipation, felt 
invigorating in prospect. With such peace- 
ful security in the present enjoyment of 
God's favour, and such promise from thence 
beaming, we can look forward to our future 
course ; and extending our views from earth 
to heaven, and taking in all the possibilities 
of intervening " changes and chances," may 
confidingly say, " Thou Lord wilt bless the 
righteous ; toit/i favour wUi thou compass him 
as with a shield" 

It was this enjoyment of reconciliation and 
peace with God ; this state of extensive se- 
curity ; this degree of positive happiness, for 
which David ^'entreated.*' And from this 
view of the object of his desire^ we turn our 
attention to 

IL The nature of the solicitude dis- 
played. 

"I entreated thy poioer with my whole 

HEART." 
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Entreaty is understood to imply more fer- 
vour than simple petition ; and supposes the 
heart to be deeply interested in that which 
is the subject of prayer. But when the 
WHOLE HEART is said to be engaged in en- 
treaty, there clearly must be 

Sincerity of Intention. In a recapitulation 
of God's merciful dealings with ancient Israel, 
their perverseness is at once accounted for, 
when it is said, that they were '' a generation 
that set not their heart aright, and whose 
spirit was not steadfast with God.'* Integrity 
of purpose, then, is the point where all effec- 
tual effort must originate; and to ascertain 
its actual existence must be the first step to- 
wards awakening real solicitude for God's 
favour. Now, is there anything like purpose 
of pursuit established in your minds on this 
important subject? Are you vividly con- 
vinced of its necessity and desirableness ? Or 
are you so habituated to forgetfulness of God, 
and unconcern about His fistvour, as to see no 
very pressing need on the point ; and conse- 
quently have come to nothing like decision^ 
nothing like a fixed point, from which fervour 



192 SERMON Till. 

sweep away !^ Thus get your hearts really 
interested in the subject; and then, with 
what fervour would you fly to your closets ; 
with what sinberity would you pour out your 
souls, ardently grappling with your doubts, 
and pressing every argument into the languid 
of entreaty in prayer ; and in all the eager- 
ness of anxiety you would adopt the strain 
of Job : ** Oh that I knew where I might 
find Him! that I might come even to His 
seat ! I would order my cause before Him, 
and fill my mouth with arguments ; " while 
no arguments could be more to the point, or 
more likely to prevail, than what are em- 
bodied in the text, ** I entreated thy favour 
with my whole heart : be merctfulunto me ae- 
cording to thy word.^^ And it will both show 
your high estimation of the Divine favour, 
and give the greater earnestness to your en- 
treaty, when you can plead the fact, that the 
** WHOLE heart" is thus engaged. From a 
heart so interested, fervour of desire must 
wing your prayers to heaven ; quickened ex- 
pectations must he looking for, waiting for, 
and all but anticipating, an answer to prayer. 
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on the ground of promises which awaken 
such expectations ; and the ardency of such 
sincere solicitude will pour itself forth in the 
language of the Psalm, " As the hart panteth 
after the water brooks, so panteth my soul 
after thee, O God. My soul thirsteth for 
God, for the living God : when shall I come 
and appear before God " — appear before Him, 
honoured with the high priTileges of His 
favour; ''made exceeding glad with His 
countenance;" blest with the unclouded 
smiles of His beaming presence f 

As^ then, this glorious object is of suffi- 
cient importance to excite a solicitude 
which engages the *' whole heart," we may 
reasonably cherish the same-vivid expectatimis^ 
when we break out our desires with the same 
fervour. We proceed, tben^ to consider, 

III. The GROUND and qualification of 
this expectation. 

1. It is said ^'^Be merciful unto me J"' 

The man of ardxmr may be in danger of 
thinking that his own exertions give him 
something like a claim to the blessing*, which 
he has manifested so mudi effort to obtaiii ; 

s 
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but he^'who is sincerely anxiaus to gain the 
favour of Ood» >vill put forth every exertioo^ 
and still think that he has done nothing to 
purchase, or in any viray meritoriously to 
claim it ; he will gladly comply with erery 
specified condition, under the full conclusion 
that it is MERCY alone which has rendered it 
attainable on any terms ; and, having done 
all required, as one simple, but all-compre* 
hensive petition, he will plead, ** Be merci- 
ful unto me.** 

It is mercy which first places us on the 
ground of hope; which puts in our power 
the conditions of pardon; and has made 
those conditions what they are; so that, 
through all, and over all, to mercy must our 
expectations be directed. Suppose we cor- 
rect .every error, reform every evil, repent 
ever so deeply, confess ever so fiiUy, and pray 
ever so ferventjy ; all is but like emptying the 
vessel, and {^lacing it in a condition for the 
reception of the " living water ; " it is only 
removing obstacles out of the free course of 
that inflowing goodness, which is seen to be 
sufficiently condescending to allow of en- 
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treaty ; and tlien felt to be sufficiently super- 
abounding to assure of Divine favour. It 
is clear, that God has so far made His bless- 
ings conditional, as to suspend their actual 
attainment' very much upon our efforts; still, 
the reward of those efforts must be traced to 
the condescension of that mercy, which first 
appoints, and then comes down, to such terms^ 
never to the merit of those efforts, as coming 
up to a positive purchase, or rightful claim. 
Where mercy can be the only ground of ex- 
pectation, what do our efforts amount to in 
the shape of ^erit ? Do what we will, or 
yield whatever may be required, we are only 
like beggars stretching out- their hands to 
receive alms, which are purely gratuitous ; or 
like the fainting man, dying of hunger, who 
simply opens his mouth to receive that bread 
which is offered entirely from pity. And ad- 
mitting, as we must, that God condescends 
to speak of actions as rewardable, when done 
according to His will, it is still because He 
so comes down to our interests, in His spon^ 
taneous goodness, as to account Himself 
served, in whatever serves our own real good ^ 
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and to place that aa done to Uiinaelf, which 
falla in with His benevolent designs and 
woikings for our eternal welfiure* 

But| as still further claiming our notice^ let 
us consider 

S. The QUALIFICATION OF AU. EXPECTA- 
TIONS, even so grounded. 

''Be mereifiil unio me according to thy 
WORD.** This qualification affords every 
hope to the sincere, none to the presumptu- 
ous ; every encouragement to the man who 
entreats the Divine £iivour with all the heart, 
none to him who has no heart, no sincerity 
of intention, no ardency of desire called into 
actual operation. 

Thai we need be at no loss to know how 
far we may expect success in our entreaties, 
we should never overlook the fact, that Divine 
mercy has marked out and clearly laid before 
us, its own course of operation ; prominently, 
placing in our view . the very characters to 
whom its attentions can apply; the capacity 
which only can comprehend, value, and duly 
improve, its favours ; and the precise condir 
tions on which alone its blessings can be dis- 
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pensed. So that whether we are expecting 
in accordance with, or contrary to, the specified 
course, can easily be known ; while every e%r 
pectation will thus be seeri in its fallacy, or 
be confirmed in all its certainty. 

It is thus clear that the Divine word affords 
every encouragement to the ardent wishes 
and hopes of the sincere. As that mercy 
which is the ground of all safe expectation 
has spread before us the wide field of pro- 
mise, and is pledged in every thing there 
specified, it is actually bound by its own deed, 
to confirm every hope which has been thus 
excited by promise. And " having exceed- 
ing great and precious promises"— "great" 
in the blessiingis. which they offer, "great" in 
the love which originated them, and " great " 
in the security by which they are sacredly 
sealed; while they are "precious" beyond 
all price of human estimation or finite thought, 
and " precious" as abundantly sufiicient to 
meet all our wants, we have simply to rest 
our expectations upon the free offers of the 
Grospel, with that faith which gives glory to 
God in the truth of His word; simply to 
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*' ask" in such a faith, and receive the Uess- 
ing which our case requires ; to " seek/' and 
realize the supply of our wants ; to *^ knock/' 
and find the whole treasure of heaven opened 
for enjoyment here, or reserved as a ^* fulness 
of joys at God*s right hand." And " God, 
willing more abundantly to show unto the 
heirs of promise the immutability of His 
counsel, confirmed it by an oath," in order 
to confirm our confidence in asking " aoeord^ 
ing^' as His word makes known His counsel ; 
'^ that by two immutable things, in which it 
was impossible for God to lie," or man rea- 
sonably to doubt the security thus given, 
" we might have a strong consolation "—one 
stronger than any consolation arising from 
expectations founded upon human merit, and 
which native doubts or guilty fears might 
easily darken — that we, " who have fied for 
refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before," 
might have this consolation '^ according to His 
ward.'' If, then, we can plead the Divine 
word in our prayers, it is like presenting an ^ 
order which mbrcy has drawn upon itself, 
and left in our hands ; and which can never 



SERMON VIII. 199 

be denied and dishonoured at '* a throne of 
grace," when presenjbed in faith. 

It is clear, however, that the same word 
ciits off all expectations from the presumphh 
0U8, who are hoping c&nitrary to the prescribed 
course. 

It is a well-known fact, that all men are 
expecting mercy in some way at last ; even 
they who are most abusing it, by now per- 
verting and n^lecting its offers and stipula- 
tions. If they hav^ despised the Divine 
favour up to the very hour of d&ath, they 
trust that mercy will still be found in reserve 
for them at the day of judgment. But they 
never pause to consider what reflections they 
are casting upon the character of God ; what 
a Being they are representing Him to he- 
one too unworthy to be obeyed now, because 
too weak to be feared hereafter I One whose 
word can have no meaning for present rever- 
ence, and whose favour cannot be worth pre- 
sent effort to secure ! These will plainly be 
found to be the sentiments of the unthinking 
impenitent, when clothed in the simple^ dress 
of so many words. They cannot plead, '^ Be 
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mereifvl unto me according to thy ward;** 
because God has given iv) word which accords 
with their vain hopes. He never spefaks of 
mercy being made secure for to-morrow, 
while the distant expectation of it is per- 
verted into the licence for its neglect and 
abuse to-day. His toord promises merci/ to 
none but the penitent ; if, then, we have not 
the feeling3 or features of the specified cha- 
racter, while looking for it, we are bidding 
defiance to that word, both in its conditions 
and consequences; and, in thus rudely at- 
tempting to break over its limitations, are 
rashly rushing upon the flaming sword, which 
ever guards the inviolable region of Divin6 
truth. All is clear and certain, while pleads 
ing and expecting ^^accordinff" to the word 
of God. All must be the most daring spe- 
culation when we abaindon the word which 
plainly lays before us the revealed course of 
the Divine attributes. 

The text thus shows us that the DiviNB 
FAVOUR must be realized, fully to carry out 
the idea, that, to us, " the Lord Grod is a 
sun and shield" — " a sun" to give that light 
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which imparts all gladdening animation — '^ a 
shield" to afford that protection where there 
is every security for our trust, every safety 
for our hopes. But, to enjoy this blessed- 
ness, there must be that solicitude which 
expresses itself in fervent entreaty; while 
entreaty pounds all expectation on Divine 
mercy, and only ventures to expect '* accord- 
ing to the Divine word" — the word already 
spoken, the word fully specifying its own 
terms of fulfilment, the word, thus pledging 
success to. the entreaty which pours out the 
fervour of the ** whole heart,*' but leaves all 
expectation totally groundless, which keeps 
alive no entreaty, or is only hoping where 
God has not promised* The spirit of the 
text, then, is, in other words, thus breathed 
out: "O satisfy us early with thy mercy, 
that we may rejoice and be glad all our days." 
And while this ought to be the fervent lan- 
guage of every heart, the .word of God af- 
fords every ground of hope, on which we can 
ask so as to receive. 



The two following Sermons were Jirst published^ 
as the circumstances, to which they separately 
refer ^ called for them. And thfy are here re- 
printed, under the impression^ that many of the 
dear friends to whom this little volume is dedi- 
cated, will be glad to have them in this more 
permanent form. 



SERMON IX. 



THE TERRORS OF THE STORM PRAC 
. TICALLY REMEMBERED. 



A SERMON 

preached at the parish church of st. 

John's, antigua, on Friday, the 16th 

of september, 1831 : 

Being a day of general Thanksgiving and Hu" 
miliatian for the preservation of the Island 
from the Hurricane which had recently deso^ 
lated Barbadoes, 



Isaiah, xlii. 23. 

* 

" Who among you will give ear to this ? 
Who will hearken and hear for the 
time to come?" 

God has a voice for every ear, and accents 
modulated to every purpose of His will. In 
His law, there is the tone of sovereign au- 
thority to demand and enforce obedience ; — 
in His Gospel, that of mercy and kindness, to 
move the heart with every grateful response ; 
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— ^in His providence, that of parental severity 
to execute the no less compassionate design3 
of reproof ^ and chastisement; — in His go- 
vernment of nature, that of majesty and im- 
pressive sublimity, to arrest the attention and 
call forth the involuntary awe and homage of 
those, vfrho, otherwise, " regard not the to trk 
of the Lord, neither consider the operation of 
His hands.** And much as sceptics may de- 
spise, and worldly-minded believers neglect, 
the established ordinances of religion, — ^much 
as a practical atheism, though united with a 
nominal faith, may induce men to banish 
every influential idea of God from their 
thoughts, to be unmindful of His glory in 
their pursuits, and indifferent to His interfer- 
ence in their daily preservation, there are oc- 
casions when the most determined hardihood 
of forgetfulness fails them; — when Qod is 
represented as '^ coming forth out 6f His place 
— as coming down, and treading upon the 
high places of the earth," to force His presence 
on their attention, and claim that homage to 
the glory of His power, which they would 
not yield to the silent and ordinary operations 
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of His goodness — occasions, in fact, of which 
the magnificent language of David is beauti'- 
fuUy descriptive — "Then the earth shook 
and trembled; the foundations also of the 
hills moved and were shaken, because He 
was wjoth. He bowed the heavens also and 
came down, and darkness was under His feet. 
And He rode upon a cherub and did fly; 
yea, He did fly upon the wings of the wind. 
He made darkness His secret place; His 
pavilion round about Him were dark waters 
and thick clouds of the skies. The Lord also 
thundered in the heavens, and the Highest 
gave His voice : hail stones and coals of fire." 
At such times, indised, the thunder pours 
forth a voice which proclaims the Divine pre- 
sence, and arrests the most careless; the 
lightning waves a brand, whose flashes awaken 
the apprehensions of the guilty ; the throes 
of an earthquake inspire the fears which 
shake the presumptions of the hardened and 
profane; while the tempest is the winged 
chariot, on which He, '* whose name is the 
Lord of hosts," drives along, and declares 
Himself to be " the great, the mighty God — 
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great in counselj and mighty in work**' And^ 
as when He passed by before Elijah at Horeb, 
** there was the great and strong wind which 
rent the mountains and brake in pieces the 
rocks; and after the wind, an earthquake; 
and after the earthquake, a fire; and after 
the fire, a still small voice ; " so the fearfully 
sublime movements of nature are followed up 
by that gentle voice of piety — ^that secret 
agency of heaven, which speaks to every 
h^art, and, at some time or other, gains a 
hearing -in every breast; which, though diff^ 
regarded, or opposed by attempts to silence 
it, still remonstrates ; though shunned, when 
we seek the paths of dissipajdon, still whispers 
a word behind us, saying, *VThis is the way, 
walk ye in it." 

Thus, then, must we admit the words of 
the prophet as containing a general proposi- 
tion, "When thy judgments are in the earth, 
the inhabitants of the world will learn right- 
eousness/' For that mind must be wofully 
blinded, or that heart wilfully hardened, 
which can then withstand the sway of sober 
thought ; yea, that conscience must be under 
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the most infatuating spell of its guilty slum* 
bers^ which is not then roused to the import- 
ance^ if not to the earnest adoption of the 
inquiry, " Sirs, what must I do to be saved ?" 
— an inquiry so much in keeping with our 
character, as sinners, and so spontaneously 
suggested by a consciousness of guilt, as to 
appear like the impulse of instinct; and 
which, indeed, displays a soHcitude that looks 
beyond the preservation of the body, or the 
terrors of the earthquake or the storm, dread- 
ing the frown of Him who has power to call 
our sins to remembrance, and punish beyond 
the grave. 

But however the disposition may be thus 
soberized, the passions subdued, the con- 
science awakened, pious purposes adopted, 
fervent prayers poured forth with correspond- 
ing sincerity, and a surrender of the affections 
to God actually attempted, it is a lamentable 
fact that this good work, begun with so much 
promise, may fail by our future forgetfulness 
of the circumstances in which it originated, 
and^ like the goodness of Ephraim and Judah, 
may evaporate ^^ as a morning cloud and as 
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the early dew." To perpetuate, therefore, a 
due remembrance of the judgments which 
had fallen on the Jews, Isaiah puts this 
pointed, if not reproying question, **Wfao 
among you will giye ear to this? Who will 
hearken and hear for the time to come ?*' 

Let us then venture to hope, or rather, 
that we may have more ground for confidence 
in our expectations, let us fervently pray 
that the piety which may have been excited 
in any of our minds by the recent fearful 
events at Barbadoes, may become a principle 
most sacredly. shrined in our hearts, and ma-^^ 
tured to obedience in our lives. Sympathy 
for your suffering neighbours has been awak- 
ened, and shown by the promptitude and 
noble liberality of your aid ; but remember 
that you have a work to do for yourtehei, to 
^^learn riffhteousness,*' as individuals, and as 
a community, from that display of Divine 
power which has spread desolation and death 
over their devoted island; and this day, in 
particular, are you called upon " both to re* 
turn thanks to God for His gracious protec- 
tion hitherto, and to implore the continuance 
of His mercy for the time to come." 
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. As it hais fallen to the lot of an individual 
to address you^ on this occasion, who has been 
mercifully preserved in the midst of this 
scene ofdevastationy some statements may be 
expected, tending to confirm, if not to add 
to, the accounts, with which you have been 
already furnished. Most difficult, however, 
is the task which is thus thrown upon me ; 
for the scenes which my mind must attempt 
to retrace, though too momentous ever to be 
forgotten, are too much above my powers 
fully to describe. The heart which has been 
^appalled by actually witnessing them, sickens 
at the effort to recal the sensations which 
they inspired. Memory, still feeling the con- 
fusion occasioned by the suddenness, rapidity, 
and succession of events of the most awful 
interests, shrinks from the retrospect of what 
was the fearful work of a few short hours* 
And imagination, itself, has equal difficulties 
to contend with, if it endeavours to fill up 
and colour the picture, of which memory re- 
tains such hasty, detached, and indistinct 
sketches. Assist me, then, with all the vivid- 
ness of your own imaginations*; for to what 
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I may feebly attempt, you may safely add all 
that you have heard, read, or actually wit- 
nessed of hurricanes, and still fall short of 
an adequate conception of the one, which has 
so recently swept almost past your doors; 
yea, which has actually rolled the troubled 
waves upon your beach, yet mercifully spared 
you its horrors. And though we are accus- 
tomed to associate almost all that is fearftil 
with a hurricane, in the present case the term 
itself is too feeble ; nor will the wUder fury 
of the tornado alone furnish an adequate idea 
of that scene, in which there appears to have 
been a combination of all that is terrifically 
imposing in the great movements of nature. 

Conceive, then, the maddened force of the 
wind riving or uprooting the largest trees ; 
and,, where it so £sir spared the majestic 
palms, wrenching off their plumy crowns, and 
le&ving them as memorials of ruin, like co* 
lumns of other ages without their capitals ; 
tearing the roo& from every building, in many 
instances in an entire mass ; and lashing the 
ocean into all that fury, which dashes the 
ships, that, an hour before, had been peace- 
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fully reposing on its bosom, as wrecks along 
its foaming shores. And, if this was the 
utmost of its might, the storm must have 
brought an earthquake in its train, to com* 
plete the work of devastation, by rending, 
and levelling the most massive walls, fre- 
quently crushing, maiming, and burying the 
hapless inhabitants in the ruins. If the thun- 
der really did not pour forth its sublimes! 
peals, one thing is certain, that the indescrib- 
able roar, which swept around, required not 
those peals to heighten its effect — Si roar, 
which, as it occasionally varied its tones, 
seemed to blend, on an ascending scale^ all 
that we can conceive of the shrillest shrieks 
of human voices, the wildest bowlings of 
beasts, with the incessant rolling of artillery r 
altogether producing a deafening effect, in 
which every other sound was lost, even when 
whole buildings fell with a single crash* Jus« 
tifying the application of the expressions, 
" AatV stoTies and coals of fire ^^ if the rain in 
its drenching torrents did not assume the 
form, it acquired all the force of hail, from 
the fury of the tempest, as it was driven in 
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the &ces and on the bare heads of the house- 
less fugitives; while the lightning glared 
over the.skiesy and played along the groundt 
with incessant flashes^ serving as the only 
light that guided the inhabitants in their 
'flight ; and^ in many instances^ first discover- 
ing the ruin of tJbeir houses^ from which they 
had but escaped with their lives, and render- 
ing the surrounding darkness literally more 
visible. 

Such were the terrors of that fearful night} 
but how agonizing was the scene of the open* 
ing morning! what desolation, hopelessness^ 
misery, and moaning in evpry direction ! 

On the preceding day, the whole island 
was clothed in all the beauty of tropical ver- 
dure ; but now the sere of winter, as scattered 
by the blast of the north, was spread over all 
its luxuriance of vegetation, leaving every 
tree leafless, which had otherwise escaped the. 
fury of the storm. But on the habitations 
of man there appeared to have been the com- 
bined burst of the elements; for the moat 
fortunate houses were standing roofless; they 
which were but partly destroyed frightfully 
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pxesented tottering walls^ while others lay 
in indiscriminate heaps of ruin. From the 
slight elevation on which Bishop's Court 
stood^ we had an extensive view over the 
country, and in every direction was seen a 
more unsparing sweep of devastation than 
that, amid which we had been preserved. 
Bridge Town lay before us, disrobed of the 
luxuriant foliage in which it bad been em- 
bedded, and its belt of villas had been em- 
bosomed: those villas themselves, in all the 
nakedness of desolation, presenting a woful 
wreck of domestic comfort and elegant retire- 
ment. Beyond was seen the extensive har- 
bour, which, on the evening .before, was 
crowded with vessels of fevery description, 
riding in apparent security ; now, not a sail 
was skimming over its waters, not a mast was 
casting its shadow at rest over its surface; 
' but, rolling in all its fury, the sea seemed to 
be still reeking its vengeance on the frail 
barkS) which it had thrown from its bosom on 
the strand. 

Affecting as this scene was, that, however, 
which came most directly to our bosoms, was 
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the conaderatioa of the actual depth aud 
luttenieM of human suffering which anavoid- 
ably attended this outward desolation. Thej 
who, for the preservation of themselves and 
those dear to thenii had cause to shed the 
tear of gratitude, had equal calls to mingle 
with it that of pity, on witnessing misery in 
its varied and heart-rending details. In one 
place might b^ seen the houseless inhabitants 
sitting amid the wreck of their property, in 
all the apathy of despair ; in another, the 
anxiety of active search for those whose 
mangled bodies were yet undiscovered ; and 
in another, all the agony of bereavement over 
the lifeless remains of some beloved object ; — 
.in short, relationship, through all its links 
and degrees, pouring forth the bitterness of 
its grief.* 

And to add a still deeper colouring to this 
picture, let it be remembered, that the fury 
of the tornado had done its work within, the 
short space of HtHe more than an Iiaur, as it 

* About 1800 were killed during the Hurricane, and 
thote wbo4ied in consequence of their bruises, made up 
tlie Dumber of fatal sufferers to more than 2000. 
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swept, in succession, the different portions of 
the island; so that the suddenness of the 
stroke increased the severity of the anguish 
which fills that cup, of which thousands have 
now to drink deeply, and who are reduced, 
if not &om affluence, from comfort to beg- 
gary—from the heights of domestic enjoy- 
ment, to the depths of bitter bereavement.* 

But brief as this detail is, enough, I hope, 
has been said, not indeed with the intention 
of exciting your sympathy to aid the sufferers, 
for it has already been in active operation, 
but rather to lay your minds open to the 
force of the prophet's searching inquiry, 
"Who among you will give ear to this? 
Who will hearken and hear for the time to 
come ?" Who will give that deep attention, 
which recognizes the voice of Ood in all this ? 
The voice which asserts his direct agency in 
the government of the natural, not less than 
in the moral, world; the voice which pro- 
claims to man, that this state of being can 
never be his rest ; the voice which thus loudly 
calls sinners to a timely repentance; and 
urges upon his own people the necessity of 

u 
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mamtaining their irue character as ** pilgrims 
and strangers ;" and of " giving all diligence 
to make their calling and election sure ; ^ so 
thaty building on no other basis than the 
''full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, obla- 
tion, and satis&ction, for the sins of the 
whole world, made by the one oblation of 
Jesus Christ, once offered,*' they may realize 
their high interest in that dty, which hath 
foundations that no storm can shake;'* foun- 
dations laid on God's own immutability. But 
who will hearken for the time to come ? who 
will so listen to instruction thus given, as to 
retain every good impression ; as to improve 
every salutary caution ; as to cherish every 
wise purpose; as to carry on to maturity 
that ;Tof ivine gra^ the heart. whicL 
every signal occurrence in the course of God's 
providence, and every awful display of His 
power in the operations of nature, are in- 
tended by Him to subserve ? As an earth- 
quake excited the inquiry, '' Sirs, what must 
I do to be saved?" and gave an occasion for 
stating the important truth contained in the 
reply, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
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and thou shalt be saved?" so a hurricane^ 
especially that under our notice^ may and 
ought to be turned to the same good account. 
On this occasion, and for this end, therefore, 
^e text will 

I. Suggest that you should so hearken to 
this visitation of your neighbours for the time 
to come, as to remember that ytm art liable 
to timilar calamities. 

The heart is so deceitful, that when we do 
not actually look upon the signal sufferings 
of others as unfeeling, we often do as unre'^ 
fleeting f spectators — ^as those who forget that 
every such case might have been, or still may 
be, our own. And thus what God intended 
to sound as an alarm in our ears, only soothes 
our guilty slumbers by leading us to view 
such things with a familiarizing indifference ; 
and in the present instance, if we yield to 
our erring hearts, that painful providence 
which has faUen with so much severity on 
your neighbours, will soon be forgotten by 
you without any improvement. 

Let us, however, recollect that, what is 
their case to-day may be ours to-morrow ; for 
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we are liable to such calamities, from the ori^ 
ginal curse denounced against the toorld as the 
scene of man*s rebellion. That curse shows 
itself in ten thousand forms, to prove that 
the earth is inhabited by a guilty race; 
though there are mercies scattered abroad in 
profusion at the same time, to show that this 
is not our prison-house of despair. At every 
step we are liable to natural evil, in some of 
its painful shapes; in every enjoyment, we 
may be surprised by the explosion of some 
train of danger; the fairest scenes may be 
overcast by the gathering clouds, or defaced 
by some bursting tempests: every element 
is charged with the varied forms of impend-^ 
ing death. Aa the abode of fallen beings, we 
inhabit a space in the creation, which is so 
charged with the elements of destruction, 
that ^' the heavens and the earth which are 
now," are said to be " kept in store by the 
same word" which called them into existence; 
" reserved unto fire against the day of judg- 
ment, and perdition of ungodly men." 

We need not wonder, then, that a God of 
mercy, who " willeth not the death of a sin- 
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ner/' but who tries every means that can sub- 
serve the purposes of his goodness^ should 
occasionally permit some of these elements 
partially to break forth in their terrors ; to 
remind us of their power, and to convince us, 
- that, though restrained by the long-suffering 

of God who waiteth for our repentance, they 

^' are fearful agents of destruction, ever at our 

door, to execute his provoked severity. 

> But toe are liable to <me of these dreadful 

evibj in particular^ from our local situation. 
Each of the fearful messengers of God seems 
to have its peculiar commission for different 
parts of the earth. The volcano is destined 
to ravage one country; the earthquake to 
lay waste another ; the breath of pestilence 
to depopulate a third ; and the hurricane, at 
its stated seasons, to desolate these beautiful 
islands ; and though we are often so lightly 
touched, we have sufficient intimations that we 
can never calculate on being wholly exempt 
from its terrors. Under this impression it is, 
that, at the fixed period, you are anxious to 
hurry the ships, laden with the produce of 
your lands, from these their devoted shores ; 

u2 
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and every precaution for the preserratioii of 
your properQr and the safety of your persons 
is adopted. There is, however, one point of 
infinitely more importance, which, I fear, is 
too much overlooked in your preparations 
against this impending danger, — the security 
of your soult. Does it, indeed, occur to you, 
that, at this season, this point has a special 
claim upon you ? And being aware that, in 
this respect, there is " a place of refuge, and 
a covert from storm and from rain," at the 
altar of Qod, sprinkled with the blood of 
Jesus Christ ; do you meet this season with 
repentance ; prepare for it with prayer ; and 
by ** flying for refuge, lay hold upon the hope 
set before you, which hope we have as an an- 
chor of the soul, both sure and stead&st?" 
Let the consideration, therefore, that so 
many hundreds of our fellow-sinners have 
been recently swept off, vnthout an hour^s 
warning, lead us to ask ourselves if W6 are 
prepared for an event, in the awfril conse- 
quences of which, we may every hour be in- 
volved. 

Still, further, let us remember that we are 
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liable to these judgments fram our natural and 
personal sins. 

The scepticism which often prevails among 
nominal Christians^ not only overlooks the 
hand of God in the movements of nature^ but 
forgets, or scofis at the idea, that those move* 
ment3 are frequently employed by him to 
accomplish moral purposes — to warn us of 
our national evils, or to humble and correct 
us for our private sins. ** Who gave Jacob 
for a spoil, and Israel to the robbers ? Did not 
the Lord, He against whom we have sinned ? 
For they would not walk in His ways, neither 
were they obedient unto His law. There- 
fore He hath poured upon him the fury of 
His anger, and the strength of the battle : 
and He hath set him on fire round about, yet 
he knew it not : and it burned him, yet he 
laid it not to heart." 

But we pause to ask, why God has thus 
visited our neighbours, not invidiously nor 
8elf*complacently, lest we fall under the re* 
proof of the Saviour ; " Why beholdest thou 
the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but 
considerest not the beam that is in thine own 
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eje?*' The only safe and the only salutary 
view of the subject is thus ^ven us ; '' Those 
eighteen upon whom the tovrer o£ Siloam fell, 
and slew them, think ye that thej were sin- 
ners above all men that dwelt at Jerusalem ? 
I tell youy nay ; except ye repent, ye shall 
all likewise perish.'* Public calamities bare 
the louder call for personal repentance; and 
as national guilt is accumulated by the sin^ 
of individuals as well as the evils of public 
bodies, the most effectual way to remove the 
load which hangs over our land, is to begin 
with our own hearts; to bear the rod for 
ourselves, and who hath appointed it ; to be 
concerned for our penonal salvation, and then 
with consistent piety shall we look to the 
public strfety, and be enabled to join in the 
general ciyi " Spare thy people, O Lord, and 
give not thine heritage to reproach ! " 

But to " hearken and hear for the time to 
come** is 

11. To RETAIN A GRATEFUL REMEMBRANCE 

OF God's present forbearance and pro- 
tection. 

Nothing will so effectually lead us to this 
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as the conviction that *^He hath not dealt 
with us after our sins^ nor rewarded us ac- 
cording to our iniquities;" and that if He 
had visited us with the same severity as our 
neighbours, it would even then have been 
*^less than our iniquities deserve,'* Let us 
consider how God is overlooked as the author 
of our public blessings; how ungratefully 
lost sight of as the dispenser of our private 
mercies; how the sanctity of His sabbaths 
is violated ; * and the spirit of all His laws 
sacrificed at the altar of worldly expediency ; 
let us recollect how cold are our returns for 
His love in giving ICs Son to redeem ; His 
word to guide ; His Spirit to sanctify ; and 
His mercies to warn or move us to obedience ; 
and then shall we surely exclaim, ** It is of 
the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed, 
because His compassions fail not." 

But if you draw the contrast between your 
present condition and that of the inhabitants 
of Barbadoes, your warmest gratitude must be 
awakened. If you had been exposed to the 

* Though this was sa^ly the case at the time, it is now 
happily the reverse. 
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Storm which has swept this island, yours 
must have been like it — a Jield of ruin. In 
that case, how many of you would have been 
bereft of parents, children^ and those who 
now claim the tenderest affections of your 
hearts! How many of you who are now 
surrounded with comforts must have been 
dependent upon the like beneficence which 
it is your happiness at this time to bestow ! 
How many would have been summoned ^th 
all the fearfulnqss of a momentary warning 
into the eternal world ! We then have every- 
thing to be thankful for : let us strive to be 
everything which our obligations call upon 
us to be. Let gratitude thus take its full 
sway, and every present blessing will be more 
felt and appreciated; every murmur on ac- 
count of those which we do not possess will 
be silenced; every duty to which we are 
called will be a delight; and our preserved 
lives will become living sacrifices of thanks- 
giving, and every action the seal of our de- 
votion to God. 

III. The occasion which has called us to- 
gether, should lead us to " hearken and hear 



SERMON IX. S27 

for the time to come," as constantly to seek 
the favour and protection of Oodfor our future 
safety. 

Let the world which we inhabit be strewed 

with the thorns of natural evil, crowded with 

dangers on every hand, and charged, with 

death in every element ; if we have the light 

of God's favour to beam on our path, and the 

shield of His protection for our safety, we 

may in peace and patience possess our souls 

at all times. " For he that" thus " dwelleth 

in the secret place of the Most High, shall 

abide under the shadow of the Almighty. ^' 

Free from every guilty apprehension, he 

shall be exempt from every tormenting fear, 

amidst the conflicts of outward danger and 

tribulation. '^ He shall not be afraid for the 

terror by night, nor for the arrow that flieth 

by day ; nor for the pestilence that walketh 

in darkness; nor for the destruction that 

wasteth at iioon-day." 

The man who is thus under the shadow of 
the Most High, may not be able to investigate 
tbe mysteries of nature ; he may be ignorant 
o{ second causes; but he is so £su- acquainted 
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with the FiBST great cause, as to rest as- 
sured that the winds are never permitted to 
desolate the earth, or nature at all to move 
out of its ordinary course, but when some 
wise, and not more mysterious than kind, 
purpose of the Divine will is to be accom- 
plished. With an unpresuming confidence, 
which derives peace from the consideration, 
he can say, " It is the Lord that commandeth 
the waters. It is the glorious God that 
maketh the thunder. It is the Lord that 
ruleth the sea: the voice of the Lord is 
mighty in operation : the voice of the Lord 
is a glorious voice. — The Lord sitteth above 
the waterflood: and the Lord remaineth a 
King for ever. The Lord shall give strength 
unto His people: the Lord shall give His 
people the blessing of peace."* And having 
such promises, the truth of God is their 
shield and buckler ; their shield to repel all 
unreasonable and tormenting fears: their 

* I cannot deny myself the pleasure of quoting the 
Prayer Book version, from the recollection of finding it so 
beautifully illustrated, when used in the midst of the hur- 
ricane ; such associations may be deemed sacred. 
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buckler, to gird up the loins, the energies of 
their minds, and enable them to hope to the 
end. 

It is the consciousness of guilty that gives 
terrors to the tempest, or an appalling dread 
to the convulsions of an earthquake. Let 
every allowance be made for weakness of 
nerve, and natural timidity of an individual's 
constitution ; but we must consider that the 
latent cause of our painful fears is to be found 
in the consciousness that we are not prepared 
to meet the Lord when thus summoned to 
His presence. When, however, our sins are 
pardoned, and the seal of forgiveness is im- 
pressed on the mind by " that peace which 
the world cannot give," we are subject to 
none of these terrific feelings. We may be 
impressed with the awe, the grandeur, and 
the solemnity of such scenes, while the con^ 
fidence of David becomes our own and en- 
ables us to isay, '^God is our refuge and 
strength, a very present help in time of trou- 
ble; therefore will we not fear though the 
earth be removed, and though the mountains 
be carried into the midst of the sea. The 
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Lofd of hosts is with us: the God of Jacob 
is oar refuge ! " 

Make then, my friends, '*the God of 
Jacob ** jour refi^ now, by forsaking your 
sins; bj flying to Him for merqr through 
Jesus Christ. Make ffim your refuge while 
He is willing to recehre you ; while by His 
servants He offers you salvation ; while by 
His Spirit He strives with your perverseness ; 
and by the convulsions of nature calls upon 
yon to "give all diligence 4o make your 
calling and election sure." And by gaining 
the &vour of God, you wiU secure His spe- 
cial Providence for your property ; His peace 
and mercy for your souk. Then, whOe 
adoring His power, you will not have to 
dread His wrath in the storm. And you 
will have the peaceful assurance, that He 
who is winging desolation around you with 
one hand, can and will with the other defend 
you from danger as far as it will serve His 
vUhnate purposes — ^the good of jour jotcb. 

But on this occasion, we must so " hearken 
and hear for the time to come " as 

IV. To remember that this awful event 
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should lead our attention to (me infinitely 
more fearful and universal; one which we 
must all witness^ and in the result of which^ 
we shall each be eternally involved. 

An event more fearful and universal : — for 
it is the day of the Lord^ which will come in 
all its solemnity and suddenness " as a thief 
in the night ; in the which the heavens shall 
pass away with a great noise, and the ele- 
ments shall melt with fervent heat, and the 
works that are therein shall be burned up. 

An event which we must all witness : — for 
'- Behold He cometh with clouds ; and every 
eye shall see Him, and they also who pierced 
Him: and all kindreds of the earth shall 
wail because of Him. Even so, Amen." 
And in the result of this event we shall each 
be eternally involved, " for we must all ap- 
pear before the judgment seat of Christ ; that 
every one may receive the things done in His 
body, according to that He has done, whether 
it be good or bad!" 

In that day it will not simply be the hur- 
ricane of nature, but the whirlwind of God's 
wrath that we shall have to fear, if impeni- 
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tent ; not merely the falling of your houses, 
but the crash and final convulsions of the 
elements that we shall have to dread; not 
only the lightning that shall flash around us, 
but " the flaming fire with which the Lord 
shall be revealed taking vengeance on them 
that know not God, and that obey not His 
Gospel." If you have previously neglected 
to seek your refuge in Him against that day, 
in vain will ye " say to the mountains and 
rocks, fall on us and hide us from the face of 
Him that sitteth on the throne, and from the 
wrath of the Lamb ; for the great day of His 
wrath is come; and who shall be able to 
stand?" 

The convulsions of nature which we now 
witness should, therefore, be regarded as the 
distant indications, and the timely warnings, 
of that day which must either number us 
among those ''whose names are writtei> in 
heaven," or affix the final seal to our guilt 
and eternal condemnation. 

Thus then let us ** give ear" to the warning 
voice of God which is echoed in the late tor- 
nado: and let us so ''hearken and hear for 
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the time to come," as to remember that we 
are liable to the calamities which have visited 
our neighbours; as to retain a grateful re- 
collection of God's present forbearance and 
protection ; as to seek His favour, for our 
future safety; and to look for and prepare 
for that more fearful, that final day of dread 
and desolatioQ. "Whoso is wise, and will 
observe these things, even thej shall under- 
stand" and experience "the loving-kindness 
of the Lord. To whom be blessing, and 
glory, and vrisdom, and thanksgiving, and 
honour, and power, and might, for ever and 
ever. Amen." 
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2 Corinthians v. 6 — ^9. 

" Therefore we are always confident, 
knowing that, while we are at home 
in the body, we are absent from the 
Lord ; (for we walk by faith, not by 

sight) : WE ARE CONFIDENT, I SAY, AND 

willing rather to be absent from the 
body, and to be present with the 
Lord. Wherefore we labour that, 
whether present or absent, we may 
be accepted of him." 

Poets are seldom the safest authorities to 
quote; it is, however, not the language of 
'fiction, but of facts, which says-^ 

** The chamber where the good man meets his fate, 
Is' privileged beyond the common walk 
Of virtyous life, quite in the verge of heaven." 
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There are principles, indeed, which show 
their strength and purity in all the duties 
and ordinary details of ' virtuous life ; ' — ^there 
is a power which gives consistency to the 
Christian's conduct in all the bustle of worldly 
activi^; arms him for successful resistance 
in every assault of temptation ; supports and 
consoles him under eveiy pressure of afflic- 
tion; yea, a power by which, while "the 
outward man perishes" under the failings and 
feebleness of nature, ^ the inward man is re- 
newed day by day** — ^renewed in all its holy 
purposes, in all its vigour of sober thought, 
in all its fervour of heavenly desire ; in re- 
liance on the word, in submission to the will, 
in conformity to the image of God. But 
when mortality is evidently approaching its 
final breaking up, rapidly sinking to that 
point where it will at last be " swallowed up 
of life," the chamber where this scene is 
passing is privileged witli a sacrednes pecu- 
liarly its own. We may seldom witness the 
raptures of the martyr, or the glowing visions 
of hope and assurance on which a saint of the 
first order soars to the skies; but we may 



SERMON X. 2S9 

frequently feel a calm, reflected from the 
scarcely less favoured dying Christian, which 
subdues every impassioned emotion, and 
seems to forbid every other expression of our 
struggling sympathies but the suppressed 
sigh, and the silent tear. There, indeed, we 
may learn the true estimate of life, not in 
life's gay bustle, but in life's grand close. 
We see the captive stooping to his resistless 
stroke, only that he may rise with a higher 
triumph ; and man's last enemy welcomed to 
give a friendly release from suflferings which 
other friends could not control. We, in fac' , 
perceive the beams of immortality breaking 
through the perishable framework of man, 
and vividly playing amid the wreck of earthly 
hopes, and the rending of earthly bonds ; and 
when the eyes of the sufferer are closed to 
all below, we feel that the darkness is only 
ours who are left to mourn ; and that the 
real light is his, who has thus broken through 
mortality into the broad and boundless day 
of life. 

Thus is " the chamber where the good man 
meets his fate, privileged" beyond every other 
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scene of earth ; and he is privileged too, who 
is permitted there to witness the value of 
those principles* which can alone bring his 
own course to the same close ; the strength 
of that faith, which can fight its way through 
every conflict of that hour; the happiness of 
that choice, which leads to such a consum- 
mation; and the importance of that light, 
and hope, and peace, which can give him the 
same triumph when he is the chief subject in 
a similar scene. 

Here, then, is the test — here is the truth 
of Christianity. Unbelievers may dispute its 
divine origin, may cavil at its miracles, may 
stumble at its mysteries, may rebel against 
its principles ; yet they cannot but admit the 
value of that hope which beams with the 
brightest anticipations, in what, without it, 
must be the darkest hour of our dark mor- 
tality ; the importance of that belief which 
gives the greatest aid, at the- most feeble point 
of human feebleness ; and the reality of that 
peaceful persuasion which receives its fullest 
confirmation, when all earthly resources fail 

But we look to higher testimony than the 
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involuntary admissions of infidelity. In the 
first publishers of the faith, we have every 
evidence of its truth — every illustration of its 
power. "Though troubled on every side, 
they were not distressed ; if perplexed, never 
in despair; persecuted, not forsaken; when 
cast down, not destroyed; " — ever sensible of 
a protection beyond all human interference 
— ever conscious of an immortal principle 
within, which defied all deaths without. 
" Therefore," they could say, " we are always 
confident, knowing that, while we are at home 
in the body, we are absent firom the Lord ; 
(for we walk by faith, not by sight) : we are 
confident, I say, and willing rather to be ab- 
sent from the body, and to be present witli 
the Lord. Wherefore we labour that, whe- 
ther present or absent, we may be accepted 
of him." 

We, however, frequently place the bless- 
ings of the Gospel beyond our reach ; or, in 
fact, deprive ourselves of their enjoyment, 
when they are in reality within our attain- 
ment, by supposing them to be more exclu- 
sively the prominent glories of the first days 

Y 
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of Christian light, than the ordinary privi- 
leges of all who believe in that light. We 
look upon the apostles as so far raised on the 
elevations of faith, tlmt they who are toiling 
through the rounds of ordinary life, have no 
more in common with their blessings, as 
private Christians, than we can have in con- 
formity with the distinguished virtues of 
their public achievements. But they, like 
U6, had personally to work out their salva- 
tion with fear and trembling; and by the 
same grace in which they were victorious, we 
may ''fight the good fight of £uth, and lay 
hold on eternal life," whereunto we are also 
called. But instances of happy experience 
do occur in our days, which prove that Chris- 
tianity, in its practical power, and elevating 
hopes, and triumphs of £Etitb, is, like it^ 
Author, " the same yesterday, and to-day, and 
for ever." Some of us have reeentfy witnessed 
this in '^the privil^ed chamber" of a young 
stranger ; and from tiie wish that none of us 
should remain ''strangers from the covenant 
of promise, having no such hope" as that 
which proved " an anchor to his soul," I pro- 
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pose this morning to make such a reference 
to his case) as will illustrate the statements 
of the text. We are led, then^ to consider, 

The Principle under which the 
Christian lives, and 

The Persuasion under which he 

DIES. 

I. The Principle under which the 
Christian lives* ** fVe walk by faith, not 
by siyht" 

Where there is no personal knowledge of 
facts, a conviction of their truth can only be 
received through a testimony which we have 
no ground to question. And when the ful- 
filments of promise are the '' things hoped 
for," and the good to be realized is among 
the '^ things not seen," there must be such 
evidence of their reality, as can support our 
most ardent anticipations, and such a demon- 
stration of their positive existence, as yields 
all the peace of unruffled persuasion. Faith 
thus lays in the mind a firm basis ** of things 
hoped for," and is a conviction of the reality 
*' of things not seen ; " because the evidence 
on which it is founded is as consistent, as 
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clear, as full, and connected for the historical 
statements, and consequently for all the pro- 
mises of our religion, as for any facts which 
we are induced to credit on the unequivocal 
and unquestioned testimony of history. 

But from an admission of the historical 
evidence of the truth of Christianity, that 
belief which is * unto righteousness,' is such a 
eaneurrinff assent of the hearty as, in its lowest 
exercise, brings to the breast a full conviction 
of our sinfulness, guilt, condemnation, and 
consequent danger. And then, in its higher 
and justifying operation, it applies to the 
heart all the peace, the grateful sense of oh* 
ligation, and sanctifying influence of the per- 
suasion, that '^ we have redemption through 
the blood of Christ, the forgiveness of sins, 
according to the riches of his grace/' And 
thus, " being justified by faith, we have peace 
with Ood, through our Lord Jesus Christ; 
by whom we have access by faith into this 
grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope 
of the glory of God," 

At this stage of faith, the enmity of the 
carnal mind is effectually broken ; love to 
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God, as a reconciled Father, is fully awak- 
ened; and all the confidence of a grateful 
and obedient heart is brought into free and 
delightful operation. And^now, faith be- 
comes that habitual act of the mind by which 
me associate tlie presence of God with each 
event of our lives^ and constantly recognise our 
relationship to the invisible and eternal worlds 
In thus " walking by faith, not by sight," 
1. We associate tfie presence of God with 
each event of our lives* 

When assaulted by the cavils of infidelity, 
or assailed by the silent insinuations of en- 
gendered unbelief, there is sure ground amid 
the floods, to which the tempted can fly — 
the truth of God's word, con/irmed by the ex- 
perience of past mercies^ Here the believer 
takes his stand: and in the review of events, 
which the most fortuitous concurrence of cir- 
cumstances could never have brought so fully 
to meet his wishes, without the direct inter- 
position of Providence ; in the recollection 
of dangers, out of which no hand but that of 
God could have delivered him, and of temp- 
tations from which nothing but the same 

Y 2 
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power could have wrought his rescue ; yea, 
and in the strength which has been felt in 
the hour of need, in the way which has been 
opened through the waters, and in the sup- 
port which has been experienced in the fire, 
— ^in successive mercies which he can, in 
many cases, as clearly and as safely recognise 
to be the answers of prayer, as he knows 
that the grain which he gathers is the fruit 
of seed which he has sown ; — ^in this appeal 
to the pasty the Christian has such a convic- 
tion of God's loving-kindness, and of his oc- 
tualy individual^ and direct care over them, 
who '^ cast their care on him," as no sophistry 
can shake, no insinuation undermine, no 
threatening storm effectually darken. And 
he rises from the review with this happy 
confidence, ^'I am continually with thee: 
thou hast holden me by my righ t hand. Thou 
shalt guide me with thy counsel, and after- 
ward receive me to glory." Faith thus de- 
rives such a seal and confirmation from th^ 
past, as to be able to say even in the darkest 
view of the future, ''Surely goodness and 
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life." 
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Sight may be unable to penetrate the clouds 
ip which the future is clothed — forethought 
may fail in its plans and precautions — solici- 
tude may fall short in much that it would 
accomplish — and affection may see its warmest 
wishes and most ardent hopes altogether frus- 
trated; — ^health fails; physicians are mis- 
taken; friends misguided; and unforeseen 
circumstances occur, which we cannot con- 
trol ; but '' He that keepeth Israel shall nei- 
ther slumber nor sleep." All things must 
subserve His own ultimate purpose, the good 
of those who trust in him. The apparent 
clashing of events must be so under His 
control, as to issue in harmony to his will. 
Therefore, leaving the complexity of the 
chain, its unseen links, and those parts which 
seem to have no connexion with our present 
good, faith knows that the master-link is in 
the hand of One whose grasp can never fail ; 
and is thus enabled to say, "I will look 
unto the Lord ; I will wait for the God of 
my salvation : my God will hear me." 

Thus " we walk by faithy not by sighty* and 
consequently. 
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S. Recoffnim our rekxtianship to the invisible 
and eternal toorUL 

St. Paul's expressions give a remarkable 
familiarity to his views of heaven. When he 
breathes ** a desire to depart and to be vrith 
Christ/' the original phrase (cis r* ca^ukum) 
means to be set free from all detentions ; to 
be released from bonds, or to weigh anchor 
on a foreign shore to return to port. And 
when speaking of his earthly house of mor- 
tality, he considers it but a tent^ while he 
looks to his friture residence as a pertnanent 
Jmldixig of God, ** eternal in the heavens." 
And in our text, when he speaks of being 
''at home in the bodyy" he considers himself 
really ^^not at home*^ to the full desire of his 
heart; and is willing rather to abandon a 
residence in the body *' to be at home,** or as, 
perhaps, the original more literally implies, 
to be in his own country with the Idyrd. Thus 
the Christian looks to heaven as his own 
country; that from which the principles of 
his spiritual existence, as a new creature in 
Christ Jesus are derived, towards which they 
give him every tendency, and for which they 
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thus effectually prepare him — that country 
in which he has already '' obtained an inherit 
tance incorruptible^ undefiled^ and that fadeth 
not away," and " whither the forerunner is 
for us entered," in the full claim of our pos- 
sessions — a country, in fact, to which he is 
positively related, by a kindred feeling of 
pure thought and holy affection, and by a 
living union with Him, " in whom the whole 
family in heaven and earth is named." What 
a relationship is this ! How pure and indis- 
soluble! How elevating and ennobling to 
our anticipations! And yet, in the actual 
enjoyment of its bliss, how infinitely surpass- 
ing all that * eye could have seen, ear heard, or 
heart conceived ! ' But what a total stranger 
there would be the sordid worldly mind! 
If permitted to witness its bliss, to taste it 
were impossible ; what an astounded intruder 
would he find himself to be, who died with 
no higher wish than " to be absent from the 
body" — to be " delivered from the burden of 
the flesh," merely because disease has rendered 
life itself a load, or care has laid its pressure 
on the mind, or disappointment has broken 
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the tpiritSy or age and ita infinnitiea hare 
eooled the passions, and rendered the plear 
sures of the world tasteless! And, alas! 
with many these are the only grounds on 
which they can raise ''a desire to depart.*' 
All beyond an exem^wn from present suffer- 
ing, is left unfolded in a vagueness about 
which they have no concern. Heaven, they 
conceive to be a place of happiness ; but in 
what that happiness consists, frt>m whom it 
is derived, and what capacity is requisite for 
its enjoyment, are points which neither oc- 
cupy their thoughts, nor call forth their in- 
quiries. '*To be absent from the body'* 
many may prefer, under the pressure of the 
evils of life; and my soul has sometimes 
shuddered, when the impenitent have prayed 
for such a deliverance, convinced as I have 
been, that they " knew not what they asked." 
Nay, many would, in facty ask back their 
prayer, if they were fully sensible that '' ab- 
sence from the body," implied immediate 
'< presence with the Lord;" and that not 
only as their judge, but as a Being whose 
unveiled holiness would be brighter to their 
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moral perception than the flashing lightning 
to the tenderest eye ; whose love would be 
like the beams of the sun on the rocks ot 
eternal ice ; whose attractions, in short, they 
could not perceive, and against whose sway, 
the principles of sin in their hearts would for 
ever be an unconquerable spirit of rebellion. 
*' The world knew him not ; " and thus was 
literally fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: 
** He hath no form nor comeliness ; and when 
we shall see him, there is no beauty that we 
should desire him/' Blind to His attractive 
excellencies^ indifferent to His claims upon 
their affections, and insensible to His appeals, 
through His mercies, to their hearts, ^' to be 
at home with the Lord" is neither the end of 
their pursuits, nor the most distant object of 
their desires. They desire not to be with 
Him in their thoughts; hence the sacred 
volume is a book which they take up without 
interest, and lay down without regret. They 
desire not to be at home with Him in retire- 
ment; consequently they totally neglect, or 
coldly perform, the prescribed duties of the 
closet : but, on the other hand, eagerly seek 
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those scenes of dissipation, where Aej can 
most effectually forget Him who has the 
words and waters of eternal life; and to whom 
their restless thirst for happiness should lead 
them. They desire not to be at home with 
Him in the public exercises of devotion ; so 
that, if the house of Ood is not altogether 
neglected, while there, " they draw nig^ unto 
Him only with their lips, while their hearts 
are far from Him.*' They must know Him 
to love Him : they must love Him to deabe 
to be with Him. The true Christian loves 
Him. Consequently every channd of inter- 
course with Him, which is slighted by the 
world, opens to him streams of high delight. 
He searches the Scriptures, and meditates 
therein day and night, because they testify of 
Christ. For Him the hallowed hours of 
private devotion are fraught with the most 
elevated and elevating enjoyment, because 
spent in communion with Him " who seeth in 
secret." And the real Christian loves " the 
habitation of God's house," because he feels 
an interest in that promise, ** Where two or 
three are gathered together in my name. 
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there am I in the midst of them.'* But from 
the foretaste, we naturally long for the feast 
of His love. From the glory of the dawn, 
we desire the full splendour of the day. 
From the partial beams of divine excellence, 
we thirst for that unclouded blaze which 
spreads light and happiness over the ranks 
of pure spirits which encircle his throne. 
For whatever displays of the glory of God 
were seen " in the face of Jesus Christ," and 
whose reflections are depicted in the Scrip- 
tures, we still only ''see through a glass 
darkly" — *' we know but in part," though we 
discover enough to raise the ardent desire 
"to see face to face" — "to know even as 
we are known." The divinity was, indeed, 
veiled by the humanity, in the person of the 
Saviour ; yet the glory of the Godhead al- 
most rendered that veil translucent and over- 
powering to mortal gaze on some occasions^ 
and invariably illuminated it with the beams 
of truth, purity* and love; so that when 
" the Word was made flesh and dwelt among 
us, we beheld his glory as of the only-begot- 
ten of the Father, full of grace and truth." 

z 
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What history records of its few who have 
been distinguished for splendid virtues, are 
pictures spoiled by an unnatural glare of 
colouring. The cold sketches of what men 
should be, drawn by philosophy, want the 
true flush of active life to throw out their 
characters with the vividness of actual ex- 
istence. While in the portraits which poe- 
try presents to our view, there is too much 
of the angdic feature to render them the in- 
habitants of earth ; too much that is human 
to give them existence in heaven; and so 
much of the ideal thrown over all, as leads us 
to place them only in the regions oiJicHon, 

But the sketches which the sacred Scrip- 
tures give of Jesus Christ, eclipse compari- 
son; while they breathe that simplicity of 
truth which inspires admiration, until admir- 
ation is swallowed up in the pure homage of 
the whole heart. Here is the purity and 
benevolence of Divinity beaming forth to 
mortal view, yet so softened and blended by 
being reflected upon us from the mirror of 
sinless humanity, as to come home to our 
bosoms with the most powerful attractions* 
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We see in Jesus Christ the severity of truth, 
softened down to all the solicitude of love ; 
compassion, stooping to the deepest wretched- 
ness, associated with the highest holiness; 
the treasures of wisdom poured forth with a 
simplicity which won upon the most aban- 
doned, and made the most ignorant wise ; an 
inhabitant of earth breathing all the spirit, 
and diffiising around Him all the atmosphere 
of heaven ! We cease to wonder, then, that 
the people hung upon the gracious words, or 
words of grace which proceeded out of His 
mouth — that the soul of Mary was so far ab- 
sorbed in "the good part which she had 
chosen," as to sit at His feet drinking in the 
words of life from His lips ; or that the peni- 
tent woman, awed by so much excellence, 
reclaimed by so much kindness, and over- 
whelmed by so much love, should " wash His 
feet with her tears,*' and kiss them in the 
overflow of her gratitude ; and then wash off 
the stain of her kisses with her hair. The 
only wonder is, and it is one which must 
astonish angels, that there ever was, or still 
is, any mind so blind as not to admire — ^any 
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heart so hard and cold as not to love one who 
is " altogether lovely." 

'• To you who believe then He is precious ; " 
and having known His love, having tasted 
that He is gracious, in your breasts alone can 
exist the desire ** to be at home with Him/' 
that you may *' see Him as He is/' where all 
the glory of the Godhead beams forth to bless 
those who are admitted to His presence. 
And O ! what can it be to contemplate His 
holiness, without a consciousness of the least 
stain of guilt! To dive into the depths of 
that love, which planned and accomplished re- 
demption for sinners ! To see the mystery 
of His sufferings, and the glory which results 
from them, unfolding all their secret reasons ! 
To gather from His direct communications 
the treasures of eternal knowledge ! What a 
height and depth, what a range of bliss must 
open to those who thus '* behold His beauty, 
and inquire in His temple" above ! 

" We walk by faith, then, not by sight," 
until these anticipations so live upon our 
view, as to realize something of St. Paul's 
sentiment, **We are confident, I say, and 
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willing rather to be absent from the body, 
and to be present with the Lord." We thus 
arrive at, 

XL The persuasion under which the 
Christian dies. 

This evidently embraces two important 
points. 

1. A persuasion that life and immortality 
are fully brought to light through the Gospel. 

A well-known sceptic * has said, " Indis- 
putably, the firm believers in the Gospel 
have a great advantage over all others, for 
this simple reason, that if true, they will 
have their reward hereafter ; and if there be 
no hereafter, they can be but with the infidel 
in his eternal sleep, having had the assistance 
of an exalted hope through life, without sub- 
sequent disappointment ; since (at the worst 
for them) out of nothing, nothing can arise, 
not even sorrow.*' But that exalted hope is 
grounded on no mere supposition. For be- 
fore the Christian is left to this uncertain 
refuge, a mere supposition, he must struggle 
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through all the difficulties of infidelity, to 
account for Christianity, as "a cunningly 
devised fable/' which holds out the brightest 
expectation ; and in the first publication of 
which, men gave up themselyes to toil, to 
bonds, and death, recklessly in the face of 
disappointment ; for it is clear that they had 
no reward here, and it is certain, that if they 
were believing a lie, their hereafter was 
equally hopeless. Nay, in not admitting the 
evidences of Christianity, we shake the 
ground of all historical evidence; we must 
become sceptics to every kind of testimony, 
even that of our own senses, for we must, in 
fact, deny our own consciousness, and believe 
that there is no truth in what we hear, see, or 
feel. 

Man is stamped as an intellectual and im* 
mortal being ; but the lines of the original 
superscription are too much defaced, for him 
ever to be such in reality, and maintain his 
high character in the present life ; while the 
cares for a perishable body engross his atten- 
tion, the gratification of his senses too much 
make up his happiness, the growing infirmi* 
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ties of the flesh impede the outgoings of his 
mind. Still his fond and imperishable desire 
for immortality marks him for an eternal 
futurity. We have, then, sufficient interned 
evidence that we are " wrought," moulded, 
capacitated " for the self-same thing." We 
have mental powers, which never arrive at 
perfection here ; and a thirst for knowledge, 
which increases with our intellectual growth, 
which expands its grasp with our expanding 
information, and burns for a boundless sphere, 
under the conviction that the more we know, 
the more there is to be known in the worlds 
of the universe, and in the depths of infinite 
wisdom and truth. 

Before we were visited with the light of 
revelation, immortality was a pleading sup- 
position ; now, it is a demonstration ; for the 
resurrection of Christ having confirmed to 
the apostles the truth of all his doctrines, the 
energy with which their convictions inspired 
them, the honesty with which they affirmed 
the fact of His resurrection, and the seal 
affixed to that fact by God Himself, in the 
success of its publication, demonstrate that 
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the publishers had not " followed cunning!}^ 
devised fables.*' Under that persuasion, what* 
was death to the body, but a momentary tor*- 
lure to the nerves, a falling asleep in Christ; 
but to the soul, a rescue from bonds, a bound 
into new being, a burst upon the blaze of 
day! 

The real and matured Christian has then, 
2. A persuasion of HU personal interest in 
that life and immortality which is thus brought 
to light. 

It is in this higher sense that the Apostle 
says, ''Now He that hath wrought us for 
this self-same thing is God, who also hath 
given us the earnest of the Spirit." It is not 
every Christian who can give such " a reason 
of the hope which is in Him," as will come 
within the comprehension of the man of mere 
argument ; yet He may have that '' witness 
in himself," which amounts to the most satis- 
factory demonstration, and is as full and vivid 
in his convictions, as anything of which he 
can gain a consciousness. His views of hea- 
ven are so decidedly spiritual, so distinct from 
everything which is the object of sense, and 
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all his aspiring emotions are so different to 
every natural feeling of his hearty that some- 
thing beyond himself — something altogether 
above his natural inclinations must have 
wrought all this within him. That some- 
thing, then, is the Divine Spirit, and every 
holy disposition which is permanently fixed 
in the soul, and every heavenly desire which 
is drawn out in fervent and frequent aspira- 
tions for communion with God, must be the 
fruit of that Spirit — must be the very deposit, 
the pledge, the earnest of heaven. "The 
tree is known by its fruit." The cause is 
recognised in its effects. And as the true 
believer finds within himself so much that is 
opposed to his natural tendencies, so much 
which the world could not have generated, 
and so much that the world can never gratify, 
he has the most satisfactory conviction that 
he is ** bom of God." He is conscious that 
once the love of God was no controlling or 
constraining principle with him ; he is now 
equally conscious that it is such a power in 
his heart. He loves God, because he has 
felt His love ; " Because it is shed abroad in 
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the heart by the Holy Ghost given unto 
him.*' He may have no visions of exalted 
rapture, but he has one abiding, one ultimate 
wish to be at home with the Lord, to behold 
the unfoldings of His beauty, to catch the 
transforming beams of His holiness, to be 
moulded to every feature of His love, to be 
like Him in every line of His image in righ- 
teousness and true holiness. God, not na- 
ture, must have wrought him for " the self- 
same thing;" must have given rise to all 
these dispositions ; and as they are in essence 
the very dispositions of heaven, they already 
assimilate the soul to the spirits of just men 
made perfect. And under all his conscious* 
ness of innumerable failings, and in the face 
of every insinuation of unbelief, he can say, 
"Lord, thou knowest all things" — every 
wandering thought, all the weakness of the 
flesh which retards the willingness of the 
spirit, each failing of the day, and each fall- 
ing short of every hour ; yet " thou knowest 
that I love thee ! " He feek that God is his 
Father, and consequently knows, that how- 
ever " unworthy to be called His son," hea- 
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ven must be his home ; for thither is he borne 
by all the pure tendencies of his heart — 
thither is he bent by the singleness of his 
choice, and under this persuasion at last de- 
parts in peace ! 

This view of the Christian's walk through 
life, and happy confidence in death, may, we 
admit, be stronger in its outlines, and more 
vivid in its colouring, than what we generally 
find embodied and illustrated in the every- 
day experience of nominal Christianity ; but 
it will be seen that there is not one touch 
given to the sketch beyond what is really the 
truth, wherever a man lives under the power, 
and aspires to a full enjoyment of the privi- 
leges of the Gospel ; and as a simple confir- 
mation of this, I shall bring forward the case 
of my young friend, to whom I have already 
alluded. And should I be exceeding the 
usual limits of a sermon, I am sure you will 
admit that the occasion supersedes the ne- 
cessity for an excuse. 

Mr. William Bard, in his nineteenth year, 
an American by birth, though related to 
several respectable families of this island, ar- 
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rived here a short time ago in the hope of 
recovering his health. But at length sus^ 
pecting that his expectations were groundlessi 
he requested his physician to inform him of 
the real state of his case, assuring him that 
he was prepared to receive the whole truth 
without fear. The opinion candidly given, 
with the usual sound judgment and good 
feeling of his medical attendant, left no hu- 
man grounds for anything but approachii^ 
death. He then, with all the calmness of 
the most meek and peaceful submission to 
the will of God, and with the kindest thought- 
fulness for his friends, entered upon his ar- 
rangements for the closing scene of life, — 
comforting his dearest relations at his bed- 
side, with the idea and hope that their sepa- 
ration could be but short — appropriating some 
little memorial for each of his distant rela- 
tives and Mends, and dictating a letter to a 
young brother, as well as to a friend, for 
whose temporal as well as eternal welfare he 
was much concerned. In the course of con- 
versation, on my first visit, I remarked that 
the light and hopes of the Gospel were cat- 
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culated^ not only to divest the grave of all its 
terrors, but also to give us the most familiar 
views of death, as a simple departure for a 
better country, with some of whose happy in- 
habitants we had been personally acquainted. 
I then found that he had that morning been 
endeavouring to lead his relations to the same 
views, begging them thus to talk quite famil- 
iarly of death, as a subject in which we were 
all interested, and on which he had the hap- 
piest anticipations. When he received the 
sacrament, he requested that all the family 
of the house might be present, even the chil- 
dren, saying, it might do them good to wit- 
ness such a scene ; and before I commenced 
the service, he remarked, that, as it was about 
the same hour in the day his deceased brother 
enjoyed this ordinance before his death, which 
took place during the following night, so he 
should like to die about the same hour, after 
he had received the sacrament; and then 
added, with all his peculiar meekness, " God 
knows best, let His will be done ! " 

Indeed, his entire and peaceful resignation 
was the admiration of all who approached his 
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bed, and breathed a soothing calm over the 
struggling feelings of his anxious mothcnr. 
To his father he seemed attached, perhaps, 
with more of the tender feelings of a daugh- 
ter, than those of a son ; consequently it was 
his most predominating and most frequently 
expressed earthly wish, that he might be 
permitted to see him: but he always checked 
himself by saying, ** It cannot be — our sepa- 
ration is scarcely one, and cannot be long." 
He once expressed a desire to be buried 
among his nearest relations in America, but 
inunediately gave up the idea, remarking, 
'^ It is of no consequence where the body 
lies." On one occasion, indeed, when very 
much exhausted, he said with rather a tone 
of impatience, "When will it be over!" 
But he never ceased to regret the expression, 
frequently saying, " How sorry I am that I 
said so, it was very wrong." And on the 
day of his death, when his bones were almost 
piercing his skin, on changing his position a 
little, which gave him some pain, he said 
with a smile, " I did not think it had been so 
bad;" on which his mother turned to me, 
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remarkingy that it was almost the only ex- 
pression of suffering which he had uttered 
during his sickness. 

But he not only had peace, but a positive 
happiness in his sufferings. Some days after 
his conversation with the physician, his mo- 
ther observed a peculiar and animated smile 
on his countenance, and on wishing to know 
the cause, he said, ** I cannot describe my 
feelings: there seems such a bright cloud of 
peace and joy around me, that my happiness 
is beyond expression ! " And to what shall 
we attribute this, if we are unwilling to 
ascribe it tq the most probable source — " the 
powers of the world to come," the dawning 
beams of inunortal day ? It was no wild rap- 
ture wrought up by outward excitement, for 
it arose amid the silence of his sick chamber. 
It was no ebullition of youthful spirits, under 
the charm of worldly enjoyment, for it was 
felt in an emaciated frame rapidly sinking to 
the grave. It was '^ the joy and peace of be- 
lieving," the silent gleams of heaven, an ear- 
nest of its bliss ! 

But my young friend's case strongly con- 
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firms the fact, that the higher we rise in 
other Christian virtues, the deeper do we 
hecome grounded in the grand characteristic 
of a follower of Christ, humility. With a 
life exempted firom the usual follies, and un** 
stained by the common sins of youth, and 
with much that would adorn more advanced 
years, he was afraid to receive the sacrament, 
when it was first proposed, on the* ground 
that he was not good enough ; and it was only 
when his mother very justly urged that very 
admission on a proper reason, that his mind 
was at ease on the point. And when in dic- 
tating a letter to a young friend, he said, 
'' Tell him that religion is the only thing 
requisite to happiness here or hereafter; '* on 
his sister remarking, '' I will tell him that 
ym find it to be so," he replied, " No— If I 
did not feel it, how could I talk as I do ; but 
say nothing of me — it would be presumption in 
me to think of mentioning my own case.'* 

But a life thus closed, must generally have 
had a commencement at some point, at which 
the principles of religion assume a decisive 
form, and take a consistent sway. It was so 
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in the present instance. Though always 
amiable, and truly innocent, as far as that 
term can apply to an heir of mortal depravity, 
it would appear that he became more de- 
cidedly religious at his coiifirmaiion ; and was 
still more confirmed in his views by the 
death of his brother. That solemn ordinance 
of our Church he approached with all the 
thoughtfulness which its solemnity could in- 
spire. It was to him, in fact, the renewal of 
bis vows with God ; and under a sense of its 
obligations he endeavoured consistently to 
live. And does not "he, being dead, yet 
speak ?" He speaks with a voice which now 
seems echoed from the grave to you who so 
recently have taken similar vows upon your- 
selves. May his voice be heard ! May his ex- 
ample be followed, that his end may be yours ! 
But I must be brief; though in pursuing 
these recollections, I feel a renewal of the 
pleasure with which I witnessed some of the 
facts which I am stating. About balf-an- 
hour before his death, he calmly inquired if 
he was not dying ? and, as the silent tears of 
those around him furnished a sufficient an- 
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swer^ he closed his eyes, and shortly realized 
all the truth of that beautiful figure of Scrip- 
ture, falling atletp in Christ. 

Let infidelity present us with such a scene 
— not with the apparent calmness of a high 
wrought courage, determined to brave the 
worst, but with the peaceful close of on«t 
whose soul is all meekness under suffering — 
all hope and triumph in looking beyond the 
grave ; and then will we believe that its cavils 
at Christianity have some ground in truth 
and reason. But as it is demonstrated that 
nothing lut the Gospel can realize such a 
happiness, to the Gospel let us cling: its 
peace let us seek ^ith all the fervour of sinful 
creatures — ^its power let us exhibit with all 
the consistency of those who are resting all 
their hopes upon it, and are taking their pro- 
fessional characteristic from the very name 
of its great Author. 

But in again briefly adverting to the per-*- 
suasion under which the Christian dies, Z 
would remariic, 

3. That it is one whose previam influence 
requires diligenee unto the end. 
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" Wherefore,*' says the Ape stle, as a just 
inference from his confidence in Christ, " we 
labour that whether present or absent, we may 
he accepted of Him,'* But his original ex- 
pression (<piXorifMVfitea) points out the high 
feeling under which we should labour, the 
hoe of honour. But what a sense of honour 
is this ? To what does it aspire but the ap- 
probation of God; and that approbation 
given before an assembled universe, when 
the secrets of all hearts are made manifest, 
and when every man whose name is in the 
book of life "shall have praise of God." 
The opinion of the world then is nothing — 
the favour and final approval of God is every- 
thing. Be truly ambitious; for that to which 
you are called, is an ambition which we all 
have the means of gratifying. It is an am- 
bition which will write our names on the 
pillars of heaven— one in which angels will 
welcome our emulation of their zeal, their 
holiness, their love — one whose eternal badge 
is " a crown of righteousness," and incorrup- 
tible glory. 
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